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Radiant Church,

We’re so excited to begin 2021 together in 21 Days of prayer and fasting. Since 
Radiant began in 2016, we have always engaged in these three weeks of prayer 
and fasting at the beginning of each year. We aim to be a “praying church” and 
this season enables us to give ourselves to God at the beginning of each year.

We believe prayer can be enjoyable. As we grow in revelation of our Father’s 
great love for us, we will recognize prayer and fasting as a privilege. Our hope is 
that this prayer guide helps you on your prayer journey during this season of 
prayer. We are so grateful to the leaders in our church that shared ideas, stories, 
and encouragement in this prayer guide.

We pray you grow closer to Jesus during this season and that Radiant Church 
encounters God during this time in a powerful way. Your prayers matter. Let’s 
believe God for big things in 2021! We love you and love doing life together!

For The King,

David and Renata Perkins 
Lead Pastor
Radiant Church
radiantchurchkc.com 

21 Days of Prayer



Fasting Guide
Many Christians fail to tap into one of the most powerful and rewarding spiritual 
reservoirs we have at our disposal:  fasting.  It’s often due to a lack of understand-
ing about this important command for Christ’s followers. 

This guide is devoted to sharing the  what, why, how,  and  when  of this 
important scriptural discipline so you can put it into action. If you’ve never 
fasted or want to know more about it, we want to cover the basics with you 
here. 

“...WHEN YOU PRAY, GO INTO YOUR ROOM AND SHUT THE DOOR AND PRAY TO 
YOUR FATHER WHO IS IN SECRET. AND YOUR FATHER WHO SEES IN SECRET 
WILL REWARD YOU.” -MATTHEW 6:6 ESV

WHAT IS FASTING?

Biblical fasting is giving up particular foods and drinks for a specified number of 
days. The type and length of the fast you choose is between you and God, and 
should not be determined by what anyone else is doing. At the beginning of 
each new year, Radiant Church participates in a 21-day fast as a practice of 
giving God our first fruits and our best. 

Fasting, prayer, and reading God’s Word go hand in hand, but without prayer, 
fasting is nothing more than a diet. Simply put, fasting is one of the ways we 
conquer the physical, and open the door to God’s heightened spiritual activity in 
our lives. When you deny your body, you feed your spirit and grow closer to the 
Lord.

WHY FAST?

In Matthew 6, Jesus gave us simple direction on how to live as a child of God. 
That pattern referenced three specific duties of Christian living: Giving, Praying 
and Fasting. Jesus said, “when you give,” “when you pray,” and “when you fast.” 
In doing so, He made it clear that giving, praying, and fasting are all normal parts 
of Christian life. When all three disciplines are at work, you release the complete 
power of God in your life. 



HOW DO I FAST?

Before beginning a fast, write down a plan and make a verbal commitment to 
the Lord. When you approach it with determination you’ll be less likely to waiver 
in weak moments. You may be surprised to find that fasting is not as daunting 
as you may think. But if you do find it to be a battle, don’t lose heart, push 
through, and know that God understands your struggle. God’s fasting principles 
allow you the flexibility to take care of your job and duties while still making a 
sacrifice to honor Him. 

If the traditional complete fast has always made you shy away from this im-
portant principle, you may be surprised to know that there are many different 
types of fasts. Find the fast or combination of fasts that best fits. For example, 
if you choose to go on a 21-day fast, you may want to begin with a complete 
fast for 1-3 days and then continue with a Daniel Fast or some other type of 
partial fast for the remainder of the 21 days. No matter which fast you choose, 
you must always remember to consult your doctor and drink plenty of water. 

WHEN SHOULD YOU FAST?

If you want to make fasting a way of life beyond these 21 days, work out a plan 
for the entire year to include days or meals to fast that works into your lifestyle. 
You may decide to fast one day a month, one meal a week, or fast specific foods 
or comfort items for a period of time. 

There may be other unexpected times that you feel a need to fast—during 
family struggles, financial problems, or times you are in need of breakthrough in 
your life. 

Fasting cont.



WHERE CAN I FIND FASTING IN THE SCRIPTURES?

BLESSINGS OF FASTING:
Isaiah 58:8-9

CORPORATE FASTING:
1 Samuel 7:5-6, 2 Chronicles 20:3-4, Ezra 8:21-23, Nehemiah 9:1-3, 
Jonah 3:5-10, Esther 4:16

DANIEL FAST:
Daniel 10:2-3

FASTING DO’S:
Matthew 6:16-18

FASTING DON’TS:
Matthew 6:16-18, Luke 18:9-14

PRAYER & SCRIPTURE WITH FASTING:
Luke 2:37, Nehemiah 1:4, Daniel 9:3, Joel 2:12, Acts 13:2

PREPARING TO FAST:
Mark 11:25, Luke 11:4, Romans 12:1-2, 1 Samuel 7:3

WHEN TO FAST:
Matthew 9:14-15

WHY TO FAST:
Romans 12:1, Matthew 6:33, Mark 9:29, Isaiah 58:6, Luke 4:1-13

Fasting cont.



TIME

While most opt to participate in their fasts around the clock, others who are 
new to fasting — or those who have other limitations — may decide to have a 
different schedule that works best for them. Some options for fasting times 
follow.

HALF-DAY FAST — FROM SUNRISE TO 3PM
FULL-DAY FAST — FROM SUNRISE TO SUNSET
TOTAL FAST — AROUND THE CLOCK 

TYPES OF FASTS

The type of fast that you ultimately choose should be what you feel the Lord is 
leading you to commit to for these 21 days. Below are some of the types of 
fasts you could choose to participate in.

DANIEL FAST

This is a partial fast that provides many attributes to the idea of denying self 
and seeking God, but with less discomfort than a juice or water fast. Here are 
some guidelines for a good Daniel Fast: 

Foods to eat: Fruits, vegetables, whole grains, nuts, seeds, legumes, 100% juice, 
natural oils, and water. 
Foods to avoid: Meat, dairy, all natural and artificial sweeteners, all leavened 
breads, refined and processed foods, fried foods, solid fats, coffee, tea, alcohol, 
and carbonated beverages. 

Fasting cont.



COMFORT FAST

Fasting from comfort items is a great option if fasting is a new experience for 
you or if you have any health limitations regarding food-based fasts. If you feel 
led to participate in this way, here are some ideas of things you can fast from:
Electronic Entertainment: TV Shows, Movies, Netflix, Hulu, Video Games, etc. 
Social Media: Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest, Blogs, etc.

Keep in mind the goal of comfort fasting is to allow space for your hunger to 
drive you to God, and to not satisfy yourself with other things. Be intentional 
about your fast and push yourself out of your comfort zone. 

JUICE FAST

In this fast, abstain from food and only drink water and 100% juice for a period 
of time. Drink mildly acidic or non-acidic fruit juices such as apple, grape, peach 
or pineapple juice, which are excellent sources of natural and necessary sugar to 
stabilize blood sugar and keep energy levels up. Raw vegetable juices such as 
carrot, celery, beet or green vegetable juice combinations are excellent as well. 
(100% VEGETABLE JUICES ONLY, without added sugars, salt or preservatives 
such as V8 Juice). You can do normal daily activities on a juice fast. 

WATER FAST

This type of fast is abstaining from food and only drinking water for a period of 
time. Drink plenty of water, at least half your body weight in ounces in water 
per day (example: 150lbs = 75 oz./day). Distilled water is most beneficial, but 
filtered and purified water also works well. A water-only fast is, by far, the most 
difficult fast due to the detoxification process that the body goes through and 
the lack of energy that is experienced as a result of not eating. 

Many people who are experienced in fasting have fasted this way for 40 days or 
more. Long-term water fasts are possible, but definitely not comfortable. You 
may choose to do a short-term water fast sometime during the 21 days. 

If you are doing a water fast for the first time, we encourage you to speak to a 
leader for practical guidance and help on how to properly enter and exit a water 
fast.

Fasting cont.



January 3rd
Treasure His Voice - David Perkins
“Trust God from the bottom of your heart; don’t try to figure out everything on your 
own. 6 Listen for God’s voice in everything you do, everywhere you go; he’s the one who 
will keep you on track.”  Proverbs 3:5-6 MSG

The best part of our day is when we hear the voice of the Holy Spirit. The whisper of the Holy Spirit is better 
than a great meal, playing a sport, watching a show on Netflix, or opening up an Amazon package. If we will 
treasure His whisper, we will hear Him speak more often.

My phone calls and texts to my wife, Renata, are often intercepted by one of my four children. They will answer 
the call, or respond with a text. No matter who answers, I know each of their voices. In fact, I can tell which of 
my children is anonymously texting me on Renata’s phone just from their word selection and tone. Dawson will 
be upbeat, happy, and use the word “Dad” a lot. Alivia will be inquisitive and interested in my day, asking who I 
am with or what I am doing. Adelyn will sound like a party and call me “Daddy.” Justus will be funny and give me 
updates from our home. I recognize their words because we do life together. Jesus said in John 10:27, My sheep 
listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. If you’ll do life with God, you’ll hear His voice, and His voice 
will become a treasure in your life.

When I was a child, families in our church generously gave me garbage bags full of their hand-me-down 
clothes. Since I was so small, I even received clothes from boys that had outgrown them and were younger than 
me. So, as a kid, I called them, “hand-me-ups.” As Christmas approached in seventh grade, I decided to be done 
with other people’s clothes. I wanted my own. I no longer welcomed “hand-me-ups” or “hand-me-downs.” From 
that day forward, I was done with secondhand clothes. In a similar way, be done with living on secondhand 
encounters. Don’t merely listen to what God has said to others. Resolve to hear His voice yourself. Listen to God 
through His Word. Wait on Him. Pray. The Holy Spirit wants to speak to YOU.
Don’t be surprised when He doesn’t speak the way you want Him to. Years ago, God put a dream in my heart to 
plant a church, but I wanted to have an epic encounter where He called me to do it. Other church planters told 
stories of God giving grandiose vision to them. My big moment never came. However, one night a preacher said 
in his message, “If deep inside your heart, there is a desire that you just can’t shake, that’s probably the Lord!” 
My heart began to beat fast and I knew God was calling me, just not the way I wanted to be called. Instead of 
an epic conversation with God, I received a desire that I couldn’t shake. Sometimes Elijah called down fire from 
heaven and sometimes Elijah heard God in a whisper. In my journey, I’ve always heard God in whispers.

Finally, the Holy Spirit often speaks direction without details. As Americans, we love plans: financial plans, health 
plans, career plans! Yet, Jesus called His disciples to follow Him without giving them a plan. God told Abraham to 
leave his home and go to a place that God would show him. He calls us to take steps before we can see. He 
usually gives a compass, but never a map. He wants us to lean on Him and trust Him. We want to walk by facts, 
but His voice beckons us to live by faith. If you want to hear Him, follow His voice even when He doesn’t fill in all 
the blanks.

It’s our privilege to slow down and hear His voice. He’s personal. He probably won’t speak in a method that fits in 
your box. He probably won’t give all the details that you want. Yet, He speaks and His voice is one of our highest 
treasures.

What is God speaking to you? 



January 4th
Knowing Christ’s Love - Kyle Reitmeier
4 For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and on 
earth derives its name. 16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you 
with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may 
have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and 
high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowl-
edge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 20 Now to him 
who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power 
that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout 
all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.  Ephesians 3:14-21 NIV

Measurement is to “estimate or assess the extent, quality, value, or effect of (something)” (Oxford Lan-
guages online dictionary).  This sets the limits, distance, boundary, scope, or quality of a thing.  We live in a 
world of measurements.  From supersizes to speed limits, from extra large to overweight, from underpaid 
to failing to meet expectations, our world and lives are always subjected to measurements.  We even 
measure ourselves.  We measure compared to others and their Instagram account and their bank account.  
Those measurements build prisons made up of edges and limits.  In Ephesians 3, Paul is writing to the 
Ephesian church about Gentiles, or non-Jewish people, being able to receive Jesus.  This was a measure 
that the early church had put in place and Jesus needed to break it.    We also have measurements that 
Jesus wants to break off of our lives.  He came to set us free and it is His pleasure to do so.  But where do 
we begin?

We start with kneeling before the Father.  Take a moment and, if you can, actually kneel.  He is the King 
and we bow in service and submission.  From that place, remember He is the ‘One who lifts our head’ (Psalm 
3:3).  As you bow, allow the Father to come and place his hand under your chin and lift your face to His.  
Look into His eyes and, through the power of His Spirit, ‘grasp how wide and long and high and deep’ is the 
Father’s love for you.  It’s big enough to rend heaven and come as a baby.  It’s deep enough to look at the 
joy set before Him and endure the cross, all while despising the shame of it (Heb. 12:2).  It’s long enough to 
have looked forward to you since the foundations of the world were laid (Eph. 1:4).  His love is so high that 
He created the infinite reaches of all of the known and unknown universe as a picture of His ‘invisible 
attributes and divine nature’ (Romans 1:20).

From that place, awash in that love, we can come to that Father God and ask.  We ask with confidence and 
trust, knowing that we can’t fathom the incredible scope and vastness of love that Jesus has for us.  When 
we pray for God to bless someone, it is someone whom He loves like that.  When we go to God with a need 
or a crisis, we go to a King who is rich and out of his riches gives ‘out of His glorious riches.  ’ When we are 
hurt or alone, ‘love that surpasses knowledge’ waits for us.  And when we look at ourselves or our 
circumstances and see only measurements, the God ‘who is able to do immeasurably more than all we 
ask or imagine’ dances into our space with surprises, treasures, and peace.  Dare to ask for more than you 
can imagine.  Jesus is that kind of King.

What is God speaking to you? 



 January 5th
Hide yourself with God - Ali Rodgers
“But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.” Luke 5:16 NIV

How often have you planned to wake up and start your day in prayer? When your alarm 
goes off, you might hit snooze, then rush out of bed, get ready for your day, grab 
coffee, run out the door, spend 8+ hours at work, come home, cook dinner, finish up 
some chores and before  you know it, the day is over. It is time for bed and to get ready 
to repeat the process again in the morning. Sound familiar? We may have good 
intentions of waking up early to spend time with the Lord, but it can feel like everything 
is fighting against us. Between work, kids, bills, and the stressors of life, time quickly gets 
away from us. We can all agree that life is BUSY!

I love that in the busiest season of Jesus’ teaching and healing ministry, Luke records 
Jesus withdrawing from the world and spending time alone in prayer. I think Jesus knew 
that we would often use our busy schedules as an excuse to neglect meeting with God 
daily. As if to tackle the issue head-on, Jesus demonstrated the value he placed on 
being with His Father, by withdrawing from busy, fruitful ministry to pray. He was intent 
on showing us the importance of stepping away from the crowds, getting alone, and 
com-muning with God. Even when we are busy with GOOD things, such as sharing the 
word of God and healing, it does not take the place of genuine prayer time with God. 
Jesus is showing us that relationship with Him supersedes every other pursuit, no matter 
how good. He further teaches us a habit of dependence upon Him, rather than the self-
de-pendence our world celebrates. We must be fueled by prayer to walk out the 
mission He has  called us to. 

I encourage you to schedule a time and place where you can daily dedicate time to 
uninterrupted, undistracted time with the Lord. When we give God the firsts of our day, 
the firsts of our attention, the firsts of our affection, all the other factors of life will fall 
into place. Will you commit to following the example Jesus put in place for us? Will you 
withdraw often to lonely places to pray, and see how the Lord works in you and through 
you?

What is God speaking to you? 



January 6th He drew me out of many waters - Katie Reed
“...You’re a proven help in time of trouble— more than enough and always available when-
ever I need you.” Psalms 46:1 TPT 

How can it be, that in my weakest and hardest times He seems to feel the nearest and 
most ever present? I sometimes look back into the storybook God is writing and find that 
I truly miss some of my most painful stretches, because of how close He felt. It’s odd to 
feel a sense of loss when you finally walk out of a dark tunnel. It’s not the tunnel we long 
for, but His undeniable Presence and hand that stayed with us through it all. 

I hold my daughter in my arms as she sleeps, and I’m taken back to the first time I held 
her. She was 3 days old before I was able to see her sweet face. We feared for her life 
and God did a miracle. We all fell in love with our bright-eyed girl. But as the year went 
on nights became anxiety-filled and sleepless. ‘What ifs’ played in my mind like a high-
light reel. The slightest sound would have me at her bedside in a moment. The days 
rolled on as normal. But the nights I dreaded most. I didn’t realize the lasting aftermath 
that can happen from trauma. I hardly slept. Too afraid something would happen. I would 
pull her out of bed, let her sleep on my chest, stay awake, watch TV.  Time went on. I 
realized this wasn’t going to go away. Gently and slowly, I began the walk of healing. So 
raw from enduring a tidal wave of painful circumstances; I could hardly feel. I would read 
my Bible and still feel hollow. But something kept going. One foot in front of the other. 
Small steps each day. After a while, the Bible was like a warm flame melting away layers 
and layers of cold callous from me. And I knew. God is near. I have nothing to offer and 
God is near. I am so weak. I could barely give a few spare minutes of pitiful, weak, beg-
ging prayers. Most of them being ‘help me.’  Slowly I began to experience Jesus again like I 
had the first time I gave my life to Him. In my weakest moment, when I couldn’t deliver 
myself, He rescued me. No strength of my own, no digging deep, no self-help book, no 
well-meaning friend; nothing but Him. He drew me out of the troubled waters. The ‘what 
if’s’ faded as my history in God grew. I began to sleep. 

This I can always count on; God shows up in the pit seasons. He is the God who sits with 
the broken. He is the God who is in the trenches, and the long shadowy valleys that 
seem to have no end. Here is where He shines so bright, gets so much glory; He comes 
under us and carries us. He serves. This is the beautiful upside-down kingdom. We die 
and in doing so we live. We let go and we are held. We bear fruit and we are pruned. He is 
our ever-present help in time of need. He carries us through when we have nothing left. I 
let go and He held me.  Will you?

What is God speaking to you? 



January 7th Prayer is Listening - Joshua Hubbard
“They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us 
on the road and opened the Scriptures to us? Luke 24:32 NIV

We are made to pray. Humans have been praying for as long as humans have been on 
the earth. You can go anywhere on the planet and find people lifting up prayers to their 
gods. So what makes prayer different for a follower of Jesus? Interaction. The moment 
the One we are praying to responds to us- everything has changed.

I love the story of the two men on the road to Emmaus in Luke 24. I believe it demon-
strates what prayer can look like for us each day. These two men were traveling when 
Jesus chose to join them. This is significant because it shows that even in our busy lives, 
as we constantly move from point A to point B, Jesus desires to show up and speak with 
us. These two men poured out their hearts to Jesus in disappointment- not yet recog-
nizing who He was- because they thought that everything they had hoped for had just 
been destroyed when Jesus went to the cross. They were walking in what seemed like 
their darkest days. Little did they know, Jesus had come to walk with them in it and offer 
a new perspective of hope. He revealed the truth of what had really happened; what 
they thought was a dead end, was really a new beginning. 

Is this not a picture of what our prayer lives should look like? Maybe you’ve heard this 
popular phrase: “Prayer is just talking to God”. While it is a great statement to help people 
be less intimidated by the thought of prayer, it leaves unsaid a crucial piece of the 
puzzle that makes prayer powerful. A good revision would be, “Prayer is just talking to 
God AND God talking back”. 

In this passage we can see that Jesus wasn’t just a fly on the wall listening to what these 
men had to say. He didn’t show up just to hear what was being said about His death and 
burial. He came to set the record straight, to speak truth to the lies that were tearing 
them apart and to fill their hearts with hope. So many times we see God’s role in prayer 
simply as the “Great Listener”, but God isn’t just the one who hears us. He is the one who 
speaks, inviting us to see His heart, and then to pray what is on His heart right back to 
Him. 

Right now, stop. Take a deep breath. God is here with you and He is the answer to every 
question, problem, situation, and concern that is weighing heavy on your heart today. 
Take a moment, lay everything at His feet and LISTEN to what He wants to say to you.

What is God speaking to you? 



 January 8th
Does God call you friend? - Kyle McIntosh
The secret of the LORD is for those who fear Him, And He will make them know His cove-
nant. Psalm 25:14 NASB

Does God call you friend? Or do you know Him primarily from a distance? If friendship 
with God is available, then I want in!

I spent the better part of my high school years friendless. It was an extraordinarily pain-
ful time for me; being cast aside by my only friends, on the basis of my refusal to join 
them in their revelry. I knew nothing but loneliness and emotional pain. Very little 
changed until college, when God met me. Here was One my soul could trust, the One I 
could give all to, and He would not despise it. Here was a friend who would never leave 
nor forsake me. 

The NLT translates Psalms 25:14 as “the Lord is a  friend  to those who fear him.” Here the 
psalmist, inspired by the Spirit, proclaims to us that the secret to friendship with God is 
reserved for those who fear Him. If the fear of the Lord is also the beginning of wisdom 
(Proverbs 9:10), then it is best described as a foundation upon which something is built. 
You can take the best materials and use expert craftsmanship, but if you build a struc-
ture on a failing foundation, the house is worthless. It is so here as well. Friendship with 
God is founded upon holy reverence and fear, in living with a right conscience before 
Him. Where there is unrepentant sin in our lives, we instinctively recoil from God’s pres-
ence, and from friendship with Him. Where this fear is lacking, friendship with God crum-
bles.    

I value my covenant relationship with Tara (my wife), and out of love for Tara, I fear to do 
anything that would hurt her or harm our relationship. The fear of the Lord is very similar! 
We are motivated to live in right conscience before God, because we place significant 
value on relationship with Him. The most valuable, beautiful, wonderful person that ever 
walked the earth was crushed for our iniquities (Isaiah 53:5), that we would be brought 
into relationship with Him. If the precious Lamb of God was the price of our being 
brought near to Him, then let us value relationship as He did! 

Where are you at today? Have you settled for distant relationship? Will you value Him 
enough to love and fear Him? Will you ask Him today to reveal Himself to you as friend? 

What is God speaking to you? 



January 9th
God moves when we pray - Jaime Riddle
Then [the angel] said, “Don’t be afraid, Daniel. Since the first day you began to pray for 
understanding and to humble yourself before your God, your request has been heard in 
heaven. I have come in answer to your prayer.” Daniel 10:12 NLT

Daniel 10:12 reveals a great secret, that from the first moment we begin to pray, in the 
right heart and in the right spirit, we are heard by God. He hears you! Then a second 
great secret follows: that God RESPONDS. He is the One moved in the throne-room of 
heaven to act in response to your words.

When Daniel began to pray and fast for his fellow Israelites’ return to Jerusalem, God 
heard him and initiated a great angelic war against the demonic hosts that were behind 
their captivity. God had promised that after 70 years they would be able to return home, 
and Daniel was praying into that great promise. And even though there was a delay on 
the earth, there was no delay in heaven! The angel came precisely to tell Daniel that 
though he did not see the outcome yet, his prayers had begun to move angels and 
demons which would lead to victory.

What a concept. What a privilege! Prayer is our divine opportunity to participate with 
God and usher in His great promises. Most of us can quote some of these promises—to 
give us a future and a hope, for example (Jeremiah 29:11), or that the nations will see His 
light (Isaiah 60:3). But it is important for us to internalize the truth that our prayers and 
supplications actually affect the outcomes of situations. Our intercession starts the 
reversal of forces mounted against us!

God loves to move on behalf of His Name. He even invites us into this role! More than ten 
times Jesus says that He will do “whatever” or “anything” we ask, that is in His will to do. 
Let us thank Him for the price He paid for us to enter into this co-mission with Him, and 
embrace praying for our neighbors and loved ones—for divine interruption, for reconciling 
misfortunes of life and His ways to prevail across the earth. He hears and He moves. 
What things will you ask Him?

What is God speaking to you? 



January 10th
God, our great reward - Rachel Derenski
After this, the word of the  Lord  came to Abram  in a vision: “Do not be afraid,  Abram. I am 
your shield, your very great reward.”   Genesis 15:1 NIV

What would you consider to be a very great reward? Oftentimes, our greatest rewards 
are something costly. In Genesis 14, Abram’s nephew Lot had been taken captive in a land 
he chose that was overtaken by evil kings. Lot was retrieved by Abram and later the King 
of Sodom offered Abram the goods possessed through the battle. This would have been 
a very large sum of possessions; a large reward for his hard-earned victory. Abram 
refused it, saying he would not accept anything from the king, so that he could not take 
credit for Abram being rich. If he had done so, the Canaanite king may have claimed 
kingship over Abram. It was after this that Genesis 15:1 comes alive. Here we find God’s 
response to Abram’s faith. 

God described Himself to Abram as his “shield”, referencing him as Abram’s king and his 
“very great reward.” God, Himself, was going to become Abram’s greatest treasure. 
Abram’s focus on prioritizing placing God as king and his self-denial of an offer from an 
earthly king is breathtaking. He exchanged the good thing for the greater thing. 

Self-denial of earthly things in exchange for Godly things, giving King Jesus due priority, 
and fighting to rescue the lost are all costly. They are costly because they are worth 
something. 

Infinite greater worth belongs to God, our very great reward. The God of infinite value is 
offering us Himself. Hence, it is the enemy’s greatest priority to distract us from prioritiz-
ing God. 

There is nothing you have to  do  in order to  make  God your very great reward; it is who 
He is. Tapping into this reality, comes through placing Him in His rightful place; above all 
things. Like Abram (which means the Father is exalted), later to become Abraham (which 
means the father of many nations), your current treasure is linked to future multitudes. 
Who will be influenced through your obedience and faith to place God first above every 
other offer made to you? The stakes are high, the cost is great and the Reward is of 
infinite worth.

What is God speaking to you? 



January 11th
God’s nearness is our good - Tara McIntosh
My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion 
forever. 27 For, behold, those who are far from You will perish; You have destroyed all 
those who are unfaithful to You.  28 But as for me, the nearness of God is my good;  I have 
made the Lord GOD my refuge, that I may tell of all Your works.” Psalms 73:26-28 NASB 
1995

In a busy world, full of busy days, there are many opportunities to find comfort, peace, 
joy, and strength in things other than God. It may be getting the laundry done and 
checking a box on your to-do list. It may be getting your kids bathed and to bed on time. 
It may be spending time with your spouse or just getting a decent night sleep. It may be 
none of these things, and just getting time alone.  However good these things are, they 
cannot replace the nearness of God that is truly for your good.

Recently we had our third baby, and in the midst of adjusting to limited-sleep nights and 
the general craziness of this new way of living, God has renewed a couple of things in 
me. First, I NEED God to sustain me! And second, walking in nearness to Him isn’t just 
limited to when I’m having my “God Time”.  Even when I haven’t had the energy to sit and 
journal and read my bible for the duration I hope for, my spirit cries out for God’s near-
ness. So often throughout my day, I catch my heart saying “draw me close to You Lord.” 
And in the midst of my weak cries, He hears. Again and again and again the warmth of 
His presence comes and my heart is overwhelmed by His goodness. It’s in these mo-
ments that I am reminded not only is He good, but that it’s my very good to be near to 
Him. In a way that no achievement, entertainment, or recognition can duplicate, He 
restores my soul. Once again, I remember that He is where my comfort, peace, joy, 
strength, everything comes from. When my flesh and my heart fail, still the Rider on the 
White Horse, Jesus, whose name is Faithful and True comes! He sees me reaching for His 
nearness and He comes quickly!

Jesus called His disciples out of their busy lives saying, come, follow me. And as Mark 
records, immediately they left their nets and followed Him (Mark 1:17,18). Do you hear His 
voice today, calling out to you, come, follow me? Hear Him! What nets need left at the 
shore, so that you can run to Him now? Remember Him! He is the strength of your heart 
and your portion. He is faithful and His nearness is your good!

What is God speaking to you? 



 January 12th
Praying God’s will - Nathan Derenski

And this is the confidence that we have toward Him, that if we ask anything according to 
His will He hears us. And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that 
we have the requests that we have asked of Him. 1 John 5:14–15 ESV

Our lives tend to go in the direction of our strongest thoughts, yet it is our prayer life 
that predominantly shapes our thoughts. What would an inventory of your prayers look 
like? Do your prayers benefit you only? Does your prayer life focus inward only, or does it 
look to the good of others? 

I love the way that John frames these verses, “that if we ask anything according to His 
will”, he gives us the inside track on seeing our prayers answered! All one must do is to 
pray according to His will. Two very important things happen when we do this. First, we 
substitute our will for God’s will. We declare that His will is of first and most important 
value. We begin to develop God’s heart for people and situations that we may not other-
wise have had. Secondly, we develop confidence and boldness in our prayer lives. This 
confidence in God responding in turn, empowers us to pray even more. Then as we pray 
more, we see God move more, and the cycle continues! When we pray God’s Word, we 
can have confidence that we are praying God’s will. I love the way William Temple said 
this, “When I pray coincidences happen, and when I don’t, they don’t.” 

Right now, who could you pray for? Are there co-workers, family members, neighbors 
who need God to intervene in their lives? Your city, nation, and world can only benefit 
from your prayers. We serve a God who answers prayers and transforms lives. Let’s have 
this confidence today, that we have what we ask, when we ask according to His will!

What is God speaking to you? 



January 13th Our prayers make a difference - Kenny Gracia
Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain, 
and it did not rain on the earth for three years and six months. Then he prayed again, 
and the sky poured rain and the earth produced its fruit. James 5:17-18 NASB 1995

It is a wonder that God chooses to partner with us to see His will done on the earth. God 
has designed His will to be proceeded by our prayers. Elijah was a man in nature no 
different than us. When he earnestly prayed, God did as he asked! His story is a perfect 
insight into God’s design for prayer. This man of God spent time preparing the way for 
God to show Himself. He knew, from experience and testimony, that his prayers could 
make a tangible difference.

Watchman Nee, a Chinese leader in the Church during the first part of the 20th Century, 
devoted himself to the study and practice of prayer. He describes partnering with the will 
of God as laying tracks for a locomotive. God’s will is a powerful train that has the ability 
to break into every area of our life, culture, country, and world. A train, however, needs 
track to run. God has chosen us to go ahead of Him and lay that track. We, in all of our 
flawed temporal humanity, are chosen by God to prepare the way for amazing works. 
Put simply: when we pray, God does stuff. 

Churches, including ours, spend a considerable amount of time considering how we 
might make a difference in the world. This is an important pursuit, and part of the puzzle 
is laboring in prayer to prepare the way for God to move. The scriptures are ripe with 
God’s will and God’s promises. If we want to see them done, prayer should become a 
priority.

O that we would be the saints that prepare His way. How wonderful if we could labor 
alongside our God to see His Promises alive in places we never imagined before? How 
amazing if our difference-making prayers laid track deep into the lives of our co-workers, 
and families and friends? Let us not grow weary in well-doing, but instead press ahead 
knowing that our prayers are heard by the Most High, and that as we pray He is on the 
move!

What is God speaking to you? 



January 14th
Costly Prayers - Kyle McIntosh
“Then Araunah said, “Why has my lord the king come to his servant?” And David said, “To 
buy the threshing floor from you, in order to build an altar to the LORD, that the plague 
may be held back from the people.” 22 Araunah said to David, “Let my lord the king take 
and offer up what is good in his sight. Look, the oxen for the burnt offering, the threshing 
sledges and the yokes of the oxen for the wood. 23 Everything, O king, Araunah gives to 
the king.” And Araunah said to the king, “May the LORD your God accept you.”24 Howev-
er, the king said to Araunah, “No, but I will surely buy it from you for a price, for I will not 
offer burnt offerings to the LORD my God which cost me nothing.” So David bought the 
threshing floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver. 25 David built there an altar to the 
LORD and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings. Thus the LORD was moved by 
prayer for the land, and the plague was held back from Israel.” 2 Samuel 24:21-25

Is your prayer life costly? Or does it cost you nothing? King David had sinned against God, 
calling for a census of the people, and for it, God sent a plague amongst them. David was 
heartbroken and longed for God to have mercy on the people. He prayed that God 
would stay His hand and lift the plague from them, by building an altar and sacrificing 
burnt offerings. When faced with a choice of receiving the supplies for free, or paying for 
them, David gives this audacious statement: I will not offer something to God which costs 
me nothing. Out of value for God and sincere desire for breakthrough, David, the man 
after God’s own heart, offered up prayer that was costly.

When you look at your prayer life, is it marked by sacrificial, costly love or does it more 
closely resemble the convenience of a microwave culture? David Brainerd was well known 
to often kneel down in the snow and pray in the dead of winter, crying out for the Native 
American Indians that he was called to. Hudson Taylor, pioneer missionary to China, 
would rise regularly at 2am, light a candle, and read the Word and pray, because at this 
time He was assured to not be disturbed. The Apostle Paul prayed, grieved in heart, 
wishing that He could be thrown into hell, if by it his brethren the Jews would be saved. 
This is costly prayer, saturated with the extravagant love of Christ!

What is God calling you to? What bold, costly prayer are you willing to give for your 
family, and everything else on God’s heart? Our world is desperate for revival, for a move 
of God that brings us out of spiritual slumber into wholehearted love. O let us not love 
our lives so much as to shrink from the death of the flesh and its comforts. Let us instead 
be compelled by Christ’s love and compassion to the place of costly prayer. Will you sacri-
fice sleep and earthly pleasures to be with Him in prayer? Will you dare to believe in His 
healing power again despite the pain of unanswered prayers? Will you forgive what feels 
unforgivable, pray for and walk out reconciliation? Will you offer to the Lord costly prayer 
today?

What is God speaking to you? 



January 15th
Refuse the prayer of hypocrites - Dylan Rodgers
“And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the 
synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward in full.  But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and 
pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will 
reward you.” Matthew 6:5-6 NIV

When we read all the times Jesus taught us how to pray, I think we often overlook the 
times He taught us how NOT to pray. In Matthew 6:5-6 we find Jesus teaching us to pray 
not like the pharisees who desired to be seen by others, but instead with humility. 

I always go back to the parable in Luke 18 where the Pharisee and the tax collector are in 
the temple  praying. The Pharisee entered the courts with pride in himself, boasting of his 
works and righteousness. The tax collector entered with his face to the ground, unable to 
lift his eyes to heaven, and prayed that God would show him mercy because of his sin. 
Jesus said that it was the tax collector and not the Pharisee who found justification from 
God. One of our responsibilities as people of prayer, is to refuse the prayer of hypocrites. 
Hypocrite in the Greek literally meant stage play, or to show one thing in public and live 
differently in private. 

Sometimes we may question if God hears us, if miracles are real, if He truly is working in 
our lives, when quite possibly, we have already received our reward in full by allowing the 
applause of man to find its way to our hearts. Our prayer lives are not about long-winded 
monologues, impressing our Social Media followers, or boasting the biggest prayer meet-
ing. Prayer should be the Christian’s vital breath, one of the ultimate gifts of God – to be 
able to communicate with Him openly and freely. Prayer is living a life in pursuit of God 
and allowing Him to sanctify us, seeking Him for the things that He cares about and not 
that bring us honor.

My encouragement to you today is to remember that God is with you! The floodgates of 
heaven are open in your bedroom, closets, cars, showers, and anywhere else that you 
pray. God’s activity in your life is not dependent on anyone else seeing it, because when 
you pray to the Father who is unseen, He sees what is done in secret, and will reward you.

What is God speaking to you? 



January 16th
Running on Empty - Lee Cummings (from “Be Radiant”)
And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit. 
Ephesians 5:18 NASB 1995
 
I have a tendency to run my car down to where it’s almost beyond the empty mark. 
Oftentimes, I wait long after the “ding” goes off and the light flashes on the dashboard 
before I actually stop to refuel. Most of the time, I am aware of how low I have allowed 
the gas gauge to get, but I procrastinate anyway. A few times this has resulted in me 
being stuck on the side of the road, unable to go anywhere and in need of someone to 
bail  me out with a gas can and a smile. You would think I would learn my lesson, and 
never let it get down that low again, but unfortunately, I do. 

The church has a tendency to run dangerously low on the Holy  Spirit. I am not making a 
theological statement as much as an experiential statement. The world around us is 
constantly on the verge of an impending energy crisis. The volatility in the price of a 
barrel of oil skyrockets and then plunges, sending economies into free falls and creating 
panic in people’s hearts. Lines at gas stations extend out into the streets when a rumor 
of a disturbance in the overseas market hits the news wires. 

These energy concerns should be dwarfed by the urgency we should feel upon realizing 
how much we are attempting to do in our own strength. Eventually, our strength will 
either come to nothing or become exhausted. In either case, human power or ability can 
never replace the demonstrations of heavenly power that declares the presence of the 
kingdom in our midst. 

What we see in the natural reflects a deeper spiritual reality. Our world is running on 
empty in more ways than one. But the Church should not be in this place. Our inheri-
tance is not lack or shortage, but overflow and abundance. When there is an oil shortage 
in the lamp stand of the Church, it is due to our neglect and not God’s design.

Jesus didn’t send us the Holy Spirit as a “once filled, always filled” gift. We must be contin-
ually filled, over and over again, a steady stream of heavenly energy and intimacy from 
the resources of heaven. We need to carefully monitor the dashboards of our lives and 
our churches to see where we are. As you go through the Book of Acts, one pattern 
prevails: the Church was filled with the Holy Spirit often. To do otherwise will leave us on 
the side of the road, holding our Bibles close but with little power or passion left to make 
any further progress. Our boldness will wane, and our vision will become blurry. When we 
come to realize as the first Christians did, that the Holy Spirit is ready to move from 
being a trickle in our lives to becoming a mighty overflowing river from our lives, we will 
discover that we never have to redline it ever again. He is the Helper and Empowerer 
sent to fill the Church with the glorious presence of Jesus.

What is God speaking to you? 



January 17th Don’t be Anxious, Pray - Amy Candelaria
Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. Philippians 4:6 NIV

Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 1 Peter 5:7 NIV

Worry. Stress. Anxiety. Our days are filled with opportunity to take on the worries of this 
life. There are deadlines at work, unemployment stressors, interpersonal conflicts, a 
cancer diagnosis, kids’ dental appointments, that pile in the garage that needs sorted, 
the strain of an unhealthy marriage, and the list continues. There are little things and big 
things. This life can be weighty and sometimes our peace is shattered by one phone call, 
by one conversation at work. Whatever your worry is, whatever lingers on your heart 
causing stress, anxious thoughts, and even full-blown episodes of anxiety, know that we 
serve a God who is bigger than every circumstance we face. Thankfully, He is in control. 

In Egypt, just outside Cairo’s city limits, there’s a village called Mokattam, known as the 
“garbage village.” The people who live here earn their living by recycling the trash that 
comes out of Cairo to be dumped. I had the honor of staying with these beautiful people 
for a summer. I watched young men, women, and even small children carrying bags of 
trash on their backs, stacked up so high they resembled army ants…carrying a load 
shockingly disproportionate to their size. After carrying this load day after day, the 
weight took a toll. Their youth departed them early. Middle aged men walked hunched 
over, unable to stand upright. Little by little, their skeleton had become bent under the 
punishing weight of the load. How many of us are carrying a load that is much too heavy 
for us to bear? God willingly sent His Son to bear the weight of sin and death. And He 
willingly carries the weight of our daily struggles!

Philippians 4:6 instructs us that by “prayer and petition,” we can make our requests 
known to the God who created all things. Pray. Ask God to take the worry. He cares. 
Nothing is insignificant to the One who loves you so fiercely. He wants you to run unhin-
dered by a cumbersome load. He has great purpose for your life and desires for you to 
live it freely and fully. Let God’s provision bring your soul relief, and peace. Leave your 
burdens at His feet. Fix your gaze on the Author of your life and trust Him with it all.

What is God speaking to you? 



January 18th
Where is your Tabernacle? - Joe Candelaria
And he erected the court around the tabernacle and the altar, and set up the screen of 
the gate of the court. So  Moses finished the work. Then the cloud covered the tent of 
meeting, and the glory of the LORD  filled the tabernacle.” Exodus 40:33-34 ESV

God gave Moses this command to build the Tabernacle (or dwelling), a very specific struc-
ture to house the presence of God. This was coming off the heels of Moses interrupting 
his time with God, to come down the mountain and find the people worshipping a 
golden calf. Prior to the tabernacle, God had Moses set up the tent of meeting outside of 
the camp. However, in God’s love, mercy and desire to dwell, or to tabernacle, with His 
people, God commanded Moses to erect this structure in the middle of the camp. Rather 
than staying distant, God desired to be near. He desired to be at the center of His 
people. He desired a relationship with them. The tabernacle was the place where God’s 
people knew He would be.

When I was in college, playing baseball, I had a beautiful season with God where He 
wooed me into a real relationship with Him. I would wake up an hour before class every 
morning to tabernacle, or dwell, with God. As a college baseball player, Saturdays were an 
all-day event, but I would tabernacle with God. The place that was holy ground, where I 
met with God, was a well-maintained baseball field. In the details of what was a lifetime 
of passion, training, discipline, friendship, dreams, growth and identity is where I felt the 
presence of God the most. This season was a beautiful exchange of selfish pursuit into 
pursuing the One who gave up everything to draw me to Himself. This is where He 
showed me who He was and spoke identity into me. His Spirit became alive in me and His 
Word became flesh to me here. I knew if I went there that God would meet me.

Jesus had the wilderness, garden and the mountains. Moses built the tabernacle. I had a 
baseball field. Where do you meet with God, where you know that when you show up, 
He’s already there waiting for you?

What is God speaking to you? 



January 19th
Pray without Ceasing - Murray Hiebert
 Rejoice always, pray without ceasing. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-17 ESV

There’s a lot of talk about prayer and worship these days - it’s unusual really. Around the 
world, the church is singing about the greatness of God, and leaning into prayer like 
never before. It begs the question, why?

When Jesus walked on the earth, He led his disciples into one of the deepest prayers of 
His heart. Pray then like this … “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven” (Matthew 6:9-10 NIV). Most often when we pray the Lord’s Prayer, we are asking 
for wrong things to be made right. We want God to do something about disease, death, 
poverty, pain, loss and injustice, so we cry out for the promises of heaven. But the aim of 
Jesus was not merely to make life a little better for us, he literally wanted it to be like 
heaven on the earth. So what can we know about heaven?

In heaven, worship never stops. They never cease to say, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God 
Almighty” (Revelation 4:8 NIV). “Consequently, He (Jesus) is able to save… since He always 
lives to make intercession for them” (Hebrews 7:25 ESV).

Every time we catch a glimpse of heaven in the Bible, we see worship and prayer that 
never stops. How can we possibly live up to that expectation?

Paul encourages us to position our entire life as an offering of worship, from the time we 
get up in the morning to the time we go to bed at night. As he wrote in Romans 12:1 (NIV), 
“I appeal to you therefore, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and accept-
able to God, which is your spiritual worship.”

Paul tells us to “pray without ceasing”. This sounds absolutely impossible, unless we 
understand prayer as a constant conversation with God. I listen for His voice through His 
Word, and I respond all day long by talking to Him in every situation. This year, you and I 
can answer the ache in God’s heart that it would be on the earth as it is in heaven. We 
can be the very dwelling place of God.

What is God speaking to you? 



January 20th
Prayer is Hard, Holy Spirit help! - Tom Blasco
“And the Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness. For example, we don’t know what God 
wants us to pray for. But the Holy Spirit prays for us with groanings that cannot be 
expressed in words. 27 And the Father who knows all hearts knows what the Spirit is 
saying, for the Spirit pleads for us believers in harmony with God’s own will.”  Romans 
8:26–27 NLT

In this verse, we are given a strategic way to energize our prayer life. It is simply this: We 
are to engage and listen to the Holy Spirit before we lift our voice in prayer. As we do 
this, He will direct us to what God is thinking and help us to pray for what God wants in 
our life. Folk Christianity has the idea that real prayer lives only in wrestling with God, 
pestering him until He gives us what we want. Rather than fighting with God for what we 
want, spiritual prayer is battling our own desires and thoughts, bringing them under 
submission to God. The perfect example of this kind of prayer is Jesus in the Garden of 
Gethsemane. He was apprehensive about the tremendous suffering he was about to 
experience in going to the cross. He focused on the Father and prayed, “Father, if you are 
willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” (Lk 22:42) NIV. He 
aligned his heart with the Father and received grace to be triumphant. We can accom-
plish this kind of powerful prayer through the Holy Spirit. He helps us with our weak-
nesses. He shows us how to pray in harmony with God’s will.

I like how C. H. Dodd succinctly describes it: “Prayer is the Divine in us, appealing to the 
Divine above us.” Every Christian has the Holy Spirit residing within them. We have His 
power, authority, creativity, and wisdom. We can access all of these things through the 
Holy Spirit as we listen to Him whispering to our mind and spirit in prayer. This invitation 
is immensely practical. Before you pray, quiet your soul and focus your mind on God. 
Give Him thanks. Focus on His goodness, mercy and kindness. Then get honest. Get real. 
Pour out your thoughts, desires, and feelings to Him. Ask the Holy Spirit to show you 
what to pray for. Listen to Him until you get clarity on what He wants in a situation, a 
relationship, a business deal or a life direction. Pay attention to what Bible verses come 
to mind. Include those verses when you pray. As you pray what He directs, your prayers 
will be efficacious, powerful and bring results. As you express in prayer what you have 
heard from God, miracles will happen, people will be changed and doors of opportunity 
will be opened. God is faithful to His word!

What is God speaking to you? 



January 21st
What’s your secret? - Aaron Stern (from What’s Your Secret?)
Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the transgression of the remnant of 
his inheritance? You do not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy. 19 You will 
again have compassion on us; you will tread our sins underfoot and hurl all our iniquities 
into the depths of the sea. Micah 7:18-19 NIV

I wonder if past experiences with pharisaical churches and “religious leaders” have colored 
our views of what God will do if we tell Him what’s in our hearts? The question of “What 
will God think?” moves quickly to “If I tell Him, how will He respond?” Will He kick me to the 
curb? Am I damaged goods, tainted for future use in the kingdom? Will His disappoint-
ment be too much to bear?

Our backward thinking leads us to believe that God takes secret pleasure in being angry. 
Confession introduces us to what Eugene Peterson described as “the vast world of for-
giveness, encompassed with God’s deliverance and steadfast love.” 

Take a look at Micah 7:18-19 again (above). Amazing change of perspective, isn’t it? How 
about this one:

10 he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities. 11 For as 
high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; 12 as 
far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us. 
Psalms 103:10-12 NIV

God isn’t going to hold your confessions over your head. He wants to see you whole. So 
tap into His mercy, which is like rain in the desert, or fresh water to a parched soul. His 
desire is that we drink fully and drink freely. It may not be easy, but easy has never been 
the stipulation for obedience. Take the big step. Confess to God, and He will forgive. 

Just as we can’t clean ourselves up before we go to God (though we sure do try), the act 
of confession to God does not make the mess go away either. Forgiveness and mess 
removal are not synonymous. In confession to God, we freely receive forgiveness from 
Him and experience the light as He breaks into the dark recesses of our hearts. But 
forgiveness is not a spiritual power washer—the mess is still there. Confession to God is 
only the beginning.

Take a minute to reflect. In what ways do you try to hide the mess of yourself from 
God?

What is God speaking to you? 



January 22nd As for me and my house- Matt & Mary Willis
“So fear the Lord, and serve Him wholeheartedly. Put away forever the idols your ances-
tors worshiped when they lived beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt. Serve the Lord 
alone. 15 But if you refuse to serve the Lord, then choose today whom you will serve. 
Would you prefer the gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates? Or will it be the 
gods of the Amorites in whose land you now live? But as for me and my family, we will 
serve the Lord.” Joshua 24:14-15 NLT

In 2020, every family faced significant challenges that tested and tried us. We now enter 
a new year, and with it, a new opportunity for vision for your family. We want to encour-
age you to ponder on and pray these verses from Joshua 24. Here we see a couple key 
themes that we can focus our prayers on. The first is that our families would fear the 
Lord and serve Him wholeheartedly. The Israelites had faced countless enemies, and 
were regularly tempted to have greater regard for their obstacles, than for God who had 
faithfully delivered them time and time again. Joshua exhorts them to put away their 
idols, and all trust in them, to instead serve God wholeheartedly and to walk in His ways. 
He then goes a step further by issuing them this challenge: choose today whom you will 
serve! It is with this final statement that we can focus our attention. As for you and your 
family, whom will you serve? Will you trust the works of your hands, or will you trust God 
who is faithful? Will you look to the world’s wisdom to lead your family, or will you teach 
them to walk in God’s ways? As you commit to activities, hobbies, and work responsibili-
ties, whom will you serve? As you plan your family’s mornings, evenings, and weekends, 
whom will you serve? As you instill virtues and priorities into precious little ones, whom 
will you serve? 

Take some time with us to pray for your Family: 
Heavenly Father, Help us O Lord to fear and serve you wholeheartedly in our families. We 
want to put You first and revere Your ways above anything this world has to offer. Show 
us what it means to wholeheartedly serve You and make You our one thing that we focus 
our attention on day and night. Help us O Lord to put away any idols or anything that we 
have allowed to draw our attention away from You. Forgive us for loving the things of this 
world and seeking our own personal comfort over seeking You first. We surrender all of 
our relationships, our children, our parents, our siblings, and our spiritual community to 
You alone. Like our forefather Joshua, we choose today to serve You above all. We ask for 
the grace to be faithful to choose You at every turn. May your Holy Spirit grant us the 
supernatural strength and resolve to worship You with all of our heart, soul, mind and 
strength. To You be all glory, forever and ever, Amen.

What is God speaking to you? 



January 23rd Prayer for the Nations - Schuyler & Dorie Shanen
After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could count, 
from  every nation and  all the tribes, peoples, and languages, standing  before the throne 
and  before the Lamb, clothed in  white robes, and  palm branches  were  in their hands;  and 
they cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Salvation  belongs  to our God  who sits on the 
throne, and to the Lamb.”  Revelation 7:9-10 NASB 1995

One of our favorite documented Missions Movements is that of the Moravians in Herrn-
hut, Germany. The Moravians were a small, couple-hundred-person community made up 
of ordinary people from the tiny town, and refugees from bordering countries, Poland 
and the Czech Republic. These Moravians began praying in hour slots, around the clock, 
in a prayer meeting that continued unbroken for over a hundred years. As they prayed, 
their hearts were burdened for the people that they prayed for. People began volun-
teering to go bring the gospel to people that had never heard it. 65 years after this 
prayer meeting started, the Moravians had sent out over 300 missionaries. No one could 
have expected this little town to be the birthplace of a prayer meeting that would usher 
in revival, sparking a missions movement that reached many nations in the world.

I love this picture of the Moravians from several different nations coming together united 
around Jesus, their prayer and worship fueling obedience to the Great Commission. 
What a beautiful glimpse into eternity! As Revelation 7 says, every nation, tribe, people 
and tongue will stand around the throne worshipping King Jesus. Yet, for many of us the 
thought of fulfilling the great commission in our own lives can feel daunting and seem-
ingly impossible. What if instead of an obligation that weighs us down, we saw it as an 
opportunity? We get to be participants of the Great Commission in our lifetime. Our roles 
differ, but the assignment is the same. Fulfilling the Great Commission in your life begins 
with asking God to give you His heart for people from every nation. Ask Him what your 
specific role is, and to transform your heart to see people as eternal beings who have a 
very real eternal destiny. All of history and time is leading up to this Revelation 7 
moment. Lord, help this desire to fulfill the Great Commission to grow in our hearts! 
Would our Radiant prayers fuel global evangelization and make a difference in our Gen-
eration!

What is God speaking to you? 



Next Steps in Prayer
We hope and pray that this 21 Days of Prayer & Fasting has been rich with en-
counter, and a growing passion to pray and hide yourself daily with Jesus. It is a 
core culture and conviction of Radiant Church that Prayer is our way! God is so 
good, and in His goodness, He hears our prayers and uses them to build His 
Kingdom on the planet. We are convinced that as we seek Him: we know Him 
more (Know God), we are transformed into His likeness (Find Freedom), and we 
find our identity in Him (Discover Purpose). Then, as we pray what is on His 
heart, our prayers truly Make a Difference! 

There are several key ways that you can continue to build on this season of 
prayer. The first is to not cease to spend time daily with God, and to have con-
tinual conversation with Him throughout your day. Find your tabernacle, where 
God meets with you, and hide yourself with Him! Be real, honest, and humble 
before Him and cast all your cares on Him! Read His Word, and learn to hear His 
voice. Pray the things that He is speaking to You! Let His heart fan into flame in 
you, unto intercession and costly prayer for His Kingdom.

Second, we would be honored to have you join us for our weekly prayer meet-
ing. Each week we gather together for corporate worship, prayer, and interces-
sion for one another, and our city, nation, and world. Nothing knits the hearts of 
the saints together like contending together for the things that are on God’s 
heart! Intercession is an invitation to share in the deep well of God’s heart, and 
co-labor with Him on His mission. What a privilege!

Lastly, if prayer is the passion and joy of your heart, you can join a prayer 
Dream Team, join a prayer small group, or even start a prayer small group of 
your own. Reach out to Kyle McIntosh (kyle@radiantchurchkc.com) for help 
taking your next step in one of these areas! Radiant Church, we love you and 
are so honored to be counted among you. Thanks for being a part of what God 
is doing at Radiant church!

Kyle McIntosh
Director of Prayer
Radiant Church
radiantchurchkc.com 
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