
S h e l v i n g

S t o r a g e  S o l v e d®

PRODUCT NEWS
WIDESPAN SHELVING IN A HIGH-BAY FACILITY
RaptorRAC® provides temporary shelving for off-site library storage.
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Many libraries place restocking carts, bins, 
or shelves on endcaps. This high-bay library 
storage facility super-sized the concept.

THE DESIGN CHALLENGE
Cornell University’s library system recently moved seldom-
accessed items to an off-site storage facility. The facility, 
which is designed to store 1.5 million volumes, is fitted with a 
high-bay system that can only be accessed with a motorized 
picker and lift. Staff needed a place to store items that had 
been picked from the shelves and were awaiting transport to 
libraries on campus, as well as items that had been returned 
to the library and needed to be placed back on the shelves. 

The university had a number of requirements for this 
temporary storage area. It needed to be conveniently 
located near the tall stacks and it needed to be 78” wide, the 
same width as two back-to-back high-bay units and the  
6” flue between them. Shelves had to be capable of 
supporting heavy loads and they needed to be designed to 
prevent items from sliding off the shelves. Finally, the unit 
needed to protect the drainpipe for the in-rack sprinkler 
system, which extended just above the floor from the end of 
the high-bay shelving area and into the space designated for 
temporary storage.
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WANT TO LEARN MORE?
Contact your local Spacesaver affiliate or call 800.492.3434 

to schedule your free space assessment today!

THE SPACE-SAVING SOLUTION
Spacesaver’s RaptorRAC® widespan shelving unit was chosen for this project, and two engineered-to-order features were 
created. The shelving unit is 11 feet tall and 78“ wide, forming an endcap for the high-bay units, and each shelf can support 
1300 pounds. Engineers designed a steel cover to protect the sprinkler system’s drain pipe from getting bumped by stored 
items, and they also designed steel backstops to prevent items from sliding off the shelves. 

A contractor built a concrete pad and curved curb to allow the picker to operate near the shelving unit without 
damaging it. 

The end result is a perfectly sized endcap that provides convenient temporary storage while protecting the sprinkler system.


