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JEREMY HAWK MODERATES 

 "ANYTHING HAPPEN WHILE I WAS IN

LOCKDOWN?" PANEL

On May 10, 2022, Jeremy Hawk attended the Eagle
International Spring Conference at the W City
Center in Chicago. The program was titled “While
We Sheltered in Place: What's Happening in the
World of Claims.” Hawk served as a moderator on a
panel titled “Anything Happen While I Was in
Lockdown?” with Gene Backus, Esq., the Nevada
member of Eagle. Serving on this panel were Bill
Bunzel, Vice President of Property, Auto and
Liability Claims with Society Insurance; Chad Karls,
FCAS, MAAA, Principal, Consulting Actuary at
Milliman; Cy McFarland, Director of Claims
Administration, Insurance Board; and Vanessa
Perkins, AVP, Claims Representative, Regional
Manager for Pure Insurance. The program was
enjoyable and well attended by both Eagle members
and insurance individuals located in the greater
Chicago area.
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On March 16, 2022, Lyle Robinson attended the Eagle International Richmond
Seminar at the Jefferson Hotel. The program was titled “Hocus Focus: Using a
Focus Group to Defend Your Case." Robinson spoke to a large group of
individuals in the regional insurance industry during a program named “Don’t
Be the One to Pay the Price: Avoiding Bad Faith." 

Attorney Spotlight

Amanda Orr
Amanda is a 2012 graduate of the Mississippi
College School of Law, and is licensed to practice in
both Mississippi and Georgia. Her practice areas
include Insurance Defense, Automobile and
Commercial Ground Transportation Litigation, and
Premises Liability, but her primary focus is Workers’
Compensation defense

Amanda handles all phases of litigation in federal
and state courts, and brings a unique and
enthusiastic approach in defending cases. In every
case, her goal is to bring closure to cases to her
clients’ highest satisfaction.

Amanda regularly attends and speaks at
conferences to educate employers and insurance
carriers, and was recently honored to serve as a
Panelist for the Jackson Women in Leadership
Symposium held in Jackson, Mississippi.  

ROBINSON SPEAKS ON BAD

FAITH IN RICHMOND



Jeremy Hawk obtained summary judgment for his client in Harrison County
Court in an automobile case in June.  Hawk defended an individual operating a
motor vehicle who allegedly struck a pedestrian with her car.  The Defendant
denied the allegations and filed summary judgment based on 3 grounds: 1)
Plaintiff could not meet his burden of proof; 2) Plaintiff had been made whole
by accepting a prior UM settlement from his carrier; and 3) Plaintiff had no
medical expert and could not prove causation. Judge Robin Midcalf granted
summary judgement in favor of the defendant. 

HAWK WINS SUMMARY JUDGMENT



Early in 2022, a jury in Lamar County, MS awarded $4,605,000 to a plaintiff
operating a Toyota sedan that was rear ended by a defendant driving a Ford
F-250 at a high rate of speed.  The impact was significant.  The Plaintiff’s
injuries were serious and he was treated for a pelvic fracture, twelve rib
fractures, a broken arm, a collapsed lung and a lumbar transverse fracture
among others. Beyond the broken bones, the Plaintiff was also treated for a
traumatic brain injury. In this lawsuit, the Plaintiff sought damages and relied
on proof from two damage experts, Aaron Wolfson, LPC, and George Carter,
Economist. The Plaintiff’s wife also presented a derivative consortium claim. 

As the case came to trial, the Plaintiff received a spoliation instruction as the
“black box” in the Defendant’s truck was removed. The instruction provided
that the jury could assume the speed and braking of the Defendant’s truck
would not be favorable to him. The Defendant’s policy limits were $25,000. As
a side note, the Plaintiff sued Allstate in federal court in December of 2021.
That action is pending, with the Plaintiff alleging that Allstate dragged its feet
in not immediately tendering the $25,000 policy limits.

All the bad faith and assignment litigation aside, the underlying case was tried
over six days. The jury’s verdict awarded the Plaintiff $150,000 in lost wages
plus $1.5 million for future lost wages. His medicals were $655,000, the jury
added $1,000,000 for future medicals.  The jury moved to non-economic
damages. The Plaintiff took $1,000,000 for his pain and suffering. His wife was
awarded $300,000 for her consortium interest. The verdict for the Plaintiffs
totaled $4,605,000 and in the final judgment there was no reduction for
Mississippi’s tort scheme as the awards to the two individual plaintiffs did not
exceed $1,000,000.

MS NUCLEAR VERDICT



The success we have seen is because of the
way we built our practice. It’s about more than

routine strategies. It’s about creative
resolutions to difficult legal questions. It’s

about how we treat our clients and each other
and how we work together to build the best
possible defense for every single case. It's

PRACTICE, 
MADE PERFECT
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