
SMSC statement for RE 

SMSC is a whole-school responsibility to which RE plays a significant part. 

The aspects of development highlighted below are those for which RE has a particular contribution to make. 

 

Spiritual development 

Students experience and search for meaning, the purpose in life and the values by which we live. In learning about 

different religions and why people believe, students should have the opportunity to learn from their experiences, to 

reflect on and interpret spirituality and their own lives and discuss and reflect on ultimate questions. 

The spiritual development of pupils is shown by their: 

• ability to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise, that inform their perspective on life and their 

interest in and respect for different people’s faiths, feelings and values 

• sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about themselves, others and the world around them 

• use of imagination and creativity in their learning 

• willingness to reflect on their experiences 

Examples of ‘spiritual development’ opportunities in RE: 

Examples of student’s being exposed to spiritual development include the first unit taught to year seven students (How can faith 

help me to understand my community) which encourages students to explore and understand their own communities and how 

their own faith, or lack of, builds to those communities. Further examples include the breadth of the curriculum covered over 

key stage three which covers a wide range of world views and the respective spiritual positions of these. Within RE lessons 

students are encouraged to engage with spiritual activities such as visiting a local Baptist church or taking part in ‘stilling’ 

exercises within the classroom whilst studying Buddhism. All students within RE lessons are encouraged to develop their own 

spiritual identity through a deeper understanding of their own faith and that of others by partaking in group and class discussion 

whereby students can, safely, share their views and beliefs. They are encouraged to reflect on what they are in ‘awe’ of and 

question the things that bring ‘wonder’ to both themselves and others when exploring topics relating to the natural world and 

when life begins. Reflection is a key component of the RE classroom and takes place at some point in each lesson or during 

home learning. 

Moral development 

Students learn about shared and differing moral values, while debating moral dilemmas about right and wrong, good 

and bad, and so on. Students discuss issues such as people’s responsibility towards the world and future 

generations. Students have the opportunity to make a personal response to right and wrong and to consider other 

peoples’ responses to moral issues. 

The moral development of pupils is shown by their: 

• ability to recognise the difference between right and wrong and to readily apply this understanding in their own 

lives, recognise legal boundaries and, in so doing, respect the civil and criminal law of England  

• understanding of the consequences of their behaviour and actions 

• interest in investigating and offering reasoned views about moral and ethical issues and ability to understand and 

appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues 

Examples of ‘moral development’ opportunities in RE: 

The moral development of students is the focus for much of the taught curriculum from year seven to eleven. Students in year 

seven, within the ‘what does it mean to be human’ unit focus partially on how we should treat others and the reasons for this. 

Within year eight students learn about the events surrounding the Holocaust and genocide as a whole. The acts of reconciliation 

and forgiveness are threads that run through the whole curriculum; focusing of how it can be brought about by both individuals 

and organisations. In year nine, students develop their understanding of morality through the ‘where is God?’ unit which serves 

as an introduction to philosophy and ethics and includes lessons on the argument for God’s existence from morality. The GCSE 

course for RE includes the units ‘Religion, peace and conflict’, ‘Religion and life’ in addition to ‘Religion, crime and punishment’ 

all unit focus on how religious believers approach moral issues surrounding war-fare, the treatment of animals, medical ethics 

and justice within crime. Such examples expose our students to situations when they can reflect on their own morality and the 



justifications of others within the parameters of their belief systems/worldviews. At GCSE, students are often asked to recognise 

the legal boundaries in the UK relating to specific topics to do with abortion, euthanasia, the death penalty and the rights of 

animals. This enables them to make comparisons with their own moral standpoints; alongside the moral frameworks of those 

who hold theistic and non-theistic views. 

 

Social development 

Students explore similarities and differences in religions and cultures through which they should begin to link religion 
to personal action in everyday life. This is reflected in their relations with others in the classroom and their ability to 
work together co-operatively. Through the study of different religions, students are made aware of the similarities 
and differences they may have with other students in their class. 
 
The social development of pupils is shown by their: 

• use of a range of social skills in different contexts, for example working and socialising with other pupils, including 

those from different religious, ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds 

• willingness to participate in a variety of communities and social settings, including by volunteering, cooperating well 

with others and being able to resolve conflicts effectively 

• acceptance and engagement with the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and 

mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs; they develop and demonstrate skills and 

attitudes that will allow them to participate fully in and contribute positively to life in modern Britain 

Examples of ‘social development’ opportunities in RE: 

Students are exposed to opportunities to develop socially within RE through a variety of activities which provide them with the 

platform to articulate their own views in an informed way; whilst listening to those of their peers and of those who hold 

different from their own. Such encounters can take place through class and silent debates, welcoming guest speakers and 

learning about worldviews through the curriculum. Year eight students embark on the Archbishop of York Award, which sees 

them participate in a number of group and individual voluntary challenges to help improve the lives of people within the school 

and local community. As part of this award scheme students are also taught about leaderships skills, asked to reflect on their 

own leadership skills and regularly complete activities to improve these. Within the ‘what happens when faith and courage 

collide’ students learn about different inspirational people throughout history and the present day; studying the effect individual 

people can have on global communities, and, how these people’s lives can be emulated today. Mutual respect and tolerance are 

at the forefront of the learning that takes place in the RE classroom. Students are encouraged to demonstrate these two 

attributes regularly. 

Cultural development 

Students learn about other religions, giving them an opportunity to see what it means to belong, to develop 

confidence in themselves and be able to respond positively to similarities and differences in our multi-faith and 

changing society. Students are given the opportunity to understand and appreciate of the wide range of cultural 

influences that have shaped their own heritage. 

The cultural development of pupils is shown by their: 

• understanding and appreciation of the wide range of cultural influences that have shaped their own heritage and those 

of others 

• understanding and appreciation of the range of different cultures within school and further afield as an essential 

element of their preparation for life in modern Britain 

• knowledge of Britain’s democratic parliamentary system and its central role in shaping our history and values, and in 

continuing to develop Britain 

• willingness to participate in and respond positively to artistic, musical, sporting and cultural opportunities 

• interest in exploring, improving understanding of and showing respect for different faiths and cultural diversity and 

the extent to which they understand, accept, respect and celebrate diversity, as shown by their tolerance and 

attitudes towards different religious, ethnic and socio-economic groups in the local, national and global 

communities. 

Examples of ‘cultural development’ opportunities in RE: 



Not only do students enjoy learning about a whole array of different religions and worldviews throughout their time at St 

Wilfrid’s but they also learn about the diversity within religions and how culture places an important role in people’s identity. 

Within the year eight unit ‘how does society and the media portray Islam’ students cover the cultural impact of Islam on the UK 

and the diversity of the faith through looking at the practices held by an array of Islamic denominations; including that of Sufis. 

In year 9 and within the ‘what is the impact of difference and diversity of faith communities’ students spend lessons devoted to 

the diversity of Buddhism and the influence this has on modern day society. It is important that our students understand the 

difference between religion and culture whilst also recognising that faiths are not simply homogenous. 


