
The Music department contribute to pupils’ SMSC development by: 

 

Spiritual development 

 

“Music is the language of the spirit. It opens the secret of life bringing peace, 

abolishing strife.” ― Kahlil Gibra 

Music has the power to help us develop spiritually as it lifts our emotions, builds our self-

confidence and improves our mental wellbeing. Students creativity is developed and their 

imagination is fired when they encounter new composition assignments at all levels in the 

Academy. Our focus and emphasis are directed towards the practical exploration of this art 

form, as this will help heighten students’ interest and fascination with the language of Music. 

Students regularly listen to a variety of recorded music and are encouraged to reflect on their 

own personal tastes and the tastes of others. Students will present their own interests in 

music and will learn about the musical interests of other students.  

 

Year 7/8 = Composing using Garage band. 

KS3/4 = Composing Units. 

Worship = Students are encouraged to participate in the musical aspects of the worship life 

of the Academy, including the Cathedral.  

 

Moral development 

 

“Music is a moral law. It gives a soul to the Universe, wings to the mind, flight to the 

imagination, a charm to sadness, gaiety and life to everything. It is the essence of 

order, and leads to all that is good and just and beautiful.” ― Plato 

Students evaluate their own performance and the performance of other students and are 

encouraged to give positive criticism to aid the progress of other students.  The importance 

of peer evaluation and respect is emphasized. Students are taught to respect and understand 

the musical ability and progress of their peers. Students frequently have to work in groups, 
listening to the creative views of others, to achieve a common musical goal. As students are 

given creative freedom in lessons, they are aware that there are boundaries and 

consequences to their actions as they undertake a variety of practical tasks at all levels. 

Obviously, students are at different stages of their own musical journeys, so the more 

advanced students must show empathy and understanding with a beginner whose confidence 

needs boosting.  

  

Year 7 = Keyboard Performance Skills 

KS4/5 = Assessed Exam Solo Performances. 

 

 



Social development 

 

“Music can heal the wounds which medicine cannot touch.” – Debasish Mridha 

Students consistently work in group situations or paired work to rehearse, compose and 

perform. Student leaders are encouraged to develop and lead group work especially in 

performance. Students have ownership of their own performances and compositions which 

is respected by their peers. Students develop an understanding of the role of musicians within 

a band or ensemble through group work in lessons and extra-curricular activities. Students 

also participate in extracurricular activities. Students study a variety of musical styles and 

genres from around the world and this, in turn, leads to the acceptance and celebration of 

cultural differences. 

 

Enrichment = Regular Formal and Informal Public Concerts, including ‘Music in the Library’. 

 

Cultural development 

“No matter what culture you're from, everyone loves music.” - Billy Joel 

Students develop an awareness of various cultures from listening to and performing music 

from all around the world. Students study, compose and perform using particular scales, 

chords, rhythms and using particular instruments.   Alongside the study of British composers, 

students are made aware of other styles and genres which coalesce to create the rich tapestry 

of culture that makes up our society. 

 

KS4 = AoS 3 (AQA) – World and Folk Music. 

KS4 = AoS 4 (AQA) – British Music of the 20th Century. 

Year 8 = The Blues and Slavery. 

 

 

 

https://www.azquotes.com/author/7453-Billy_Joel
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