
SMSC statement History 

 

Spiritual Development 

Students in History at Saint Wilfrid’s will acquire an understanding of the key events that have 

shaped the world we live in. They will also develop skills in using historical concepts such as 

continuity and change, cause and consequence, and significance. We also aim to develop within 

them a lifelong interest in the past – about their family, local community, our national heritage and 

the wider world. Pupils are also given the opportunity to express themselves through creative 

activities such as diary entries, newspaper articles, plays and letters. 

 

The spiritual development of pupils is shown by their: 

• ability to be reflective about their own beliefs (religious or otherwise) and perspective on life 

• knowledge of, and respect for, different people’s faiths, feelings and values 

• sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about themselves, others and the world 

around them 

• use of imagination and creativity in their learning 

• willingness to reflect on their experiences 

 

Examples of ‘spiritual development’ opportunities in History: 

Year 7: students study the life of Saint Wilfrid and his influence on Christianity in England 

Year 9: students study the Italian Renaissance and the age of Enlightenment  and their influence on 

culture and science  

Year 13: student study the role of the church in the development of the civil rights movement in 

the USA.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Moral Development 

Moral issues are central to the study of History. In all years, students learn about sensitive historical 

events and are encouraged to examine the evidence, forming their own opinions and 

interpretations.  

Our students also learn the importance of a balanced argument and a reasoned judgement. They are 

encouraged to root their arguments in the facts, and avoid a biased or unsubstantiated judgement.  

 

The moral development of pupils is shown by their: 

• ability to recognise the difference between right and wrong and to readily apply this 

understanding in their own lives, recognise legal boundaries and, in so doing, respect the 

civil and criminal law of England 

• understanding of the consequences of their behaviour and actions 

• interest in investigating and offering reasoned views about moral and ethical issues and 

ability to understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on these issues. 

 

Examples of ‘moral development’ opportunities in History: 

Year 8: students study the conflict between King and Parliament inherent within the English Civil 

War 

Year 10: students examine the case for ‘An American Genocide’- the US government’s treatment 

of Plains Indians in the 19th century. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Social Development 

History, in once sense, is the study of how the values of democracy, the rule of law, and liberty came 

into being. Our students through, studying British and World history, will gain an understanding of 

the importance of such values and the struggles by which they came about.  

Our students also get the opportunity to develop their social skills through a range of extra-curricular 

activities. Students in Y8 visit the Maritime Museum in Liverpool, older students have the 

opportunity to partake in a visit to the battlefields of WW1. Finally, ‘A’ Level pupils are given the 

opportunity to visit Auschwitz-Birkenau in partnership with the Holocaust Educational Trust (HET).  

 

The social development of pupils is shown by their: 

• use of a range of social skills in different contexts, for example working and socialising with 

other pupils, including those from different religious, ethnic and socio-economic 

backgrounds 

• willingness to participate in a variety of communities and social settings, including by 

volunteering, cooperating well with others and being able to resolve conflicts effectively 

• acceptance and engagement with the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of 

law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and 

beliefs; they develop and demonstrate skills and attitudes that will allow them to participate 

fully in and contribute positively to life in modern Britain. 

  

Examples of ‘social development’ opportunities in History: 

Year 8: students study the Reformation and religious conflict  

Year 11: students study the rise of Nazism and its subversion of the rule of law 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Cultural Development  

Cultural appreciation and understanding goes to the core of good history teaching. Our students are 

given the opportunity to study a number of unique cultures across the world.; gaining an 

appreciation of their diversity, their richness, and their contributions to shaping the modern world. 

Our students also get the opportunity to explore their own local culture and history.  

 

The cultural development of pupils is shown by their: 

• understanding and appreciation of the wide range of cultural influences that have shaped 

their own heritage and that of others 

• understanding and appreciation of the range of different cultures in the school and further 

afield as an essential element of their preparation for life in modern Britain 

• ability to recognise, and value, the things we share in common across 

• cultural, religious, ethnic and socio-economic communities 

• knowledge of Britain’s democratic parliamentary system and its central role in shaping our 

history and values, and in continuing to develop Britain 

• willingness to participate in and respond positively to artistic, musical, sporting and cultural 

opportunities 

• interest in exploring, improving understanding of and showing respect for different faiths 

and cultural diversity and the extent to which they understand, accept and respect diversity. 

This is shown by their respect and attitudes towards different religious, ethnic and socio-

economic groups in the local, national and global communities 

 

 

Examples of ‘cultural development’ opportunities in History: 

Year 8: students study African Culture  

Year 10: students study the culture and lifestyle of Native Americans 

Year 13: students study the long battle for gender equality in 19th and 20th century USA 


