
SMSC in Geography 

Spiritual development in Geography 
 
“Geography is a living, breathing subject, constantly adapting itself to change. It is dynamic 
and relevant. For me geography is a great adventure with a purpose.” Michael Palin. 
 
Geography contributes in many ways towards spiritual development of students. The 
study of real people in real places, and humanity’s relationship with the environment, is at 
the heart of the geography curriculum. For example, when looking at natural disasters 
such as earthquakes, volcanoes or tsunamis, a fascination and sense of awe and wonder 
and a certain kind of spiritualism about the world around them is developed. Whilst the 
study of development gives students an insight, a comparison and an appreciation of the 
world around them. The study of urbanisation, climate change and energy futures also 
allow students to reflect on the impacts a global world has on them. Throughout all topic’s 
students are encouraged to reflect and share their own experiences and the diverse 
nature of our classes really enhances discussion and debate in this area.  
 

Examples of ‘spiritual development’ opportunities in Geography: 

Year 7: Topics include: Studying the UK, developing sense of place. Exploring population, 

diversity and migration an its impact on the beliefs and social norms. Challenges and 

opportunities topic highlights current issues facing the UK, the progress made and inspires 

pupils to imagine the future solutions.  

Year 8: Topics include: Studying how humans interact with the physical world, natural 

hazards and the global issues that have resulted.  Developing a sense of awe at the majesty 

of their world and a sense of responsibility for the impact humans have had. 

Year 9: Topics include: World Cities, comparing quality of life, opportunities and issues 

around the word. Living world, exposing pupils to different ecosystems and countries, 

focusing on how humans are impacting these environments. Developing empathy within 

pupils, allowing them to challenge viewpoints and increase awareness.  

KS4: Topics include: Economic world, exploring inequality between and within countries 

using case studies.  Aiming to identify the causes of inequality, empathise with societies 

struggling with inequality and how it links to them. 

KS5: Topic include: Global Systems & Governance, exploring the concept of globalisation 

and the ‘unfairness’ with global systems of trade. 

  



Moral development in Geography 

“A nation has to love and protect the lakes, rivers, forests, birds, bears, flowers and seas of 

the geography they live on! If he does not love them and he destroys them, then that nation 

must get out of that geography and leave its place to a more nature-sensitive moral 

nation!”  Mehmet Murat Ildan 

Geography is a subject that lends itself to investigations, debates and a consideration of different 

viewpoints and most geographical topics have a moral element to them. For example, when 

considering physical topics such as rivers, flooding and coasts consideration is given to how much 

these issues that arise are man-made and is because of exploitation. Similarly, topics covering 

local and global issues of climate change and pollution require pupils to consider how ethical our 

actions are. For example, the allocation of aid, exploitative tourism and other moral issues that 

occur in LEDC’s and MEDC’s are topic areas for debate. Geography allows students to see and 

explore consequences of mismanagement, and also to look at the situations from different points 

of view. Debates allocate students different roles in decision making processes which help develop 

empathy and appreciate the opinions of others. 

Examples of ‘moral development’ opportunities in Geography: 

Year 7: Topics include: Sustainability and renewable energy sources, pupils consider the 

implications of their global footprint and how ethical their lifestyle choices are. 

Year 8: Topics include: Global Development, Studying the factors which have impacted the 

development of countries and the differing qualities of life.  Lessons on Fairtrade, the 

Sustainable Development Goals and AID allow pupils to consider their position as residents 

of a developed country and the moral obligations of governments to tackle global 

inequality. 

Year 9: Topics include: Our Living World, Ecosystems, exploring a selection of global biomes 

particularly focusing on how human are using the ecosystem and how it is at risk.  Tropical 

Rainforests and Coral Reefs both highlight for pupils the moral implications of humans to 

protect fragile environments and the need for accountability. 

KS4: Topics include: Urban Issues and Challenges, Deprivation. Studies of Manchester and 

Rio de Janeiro focus on deprivation, its impact on poverty, crime, corruption in the poorest 

of the populations and the ethical implications of this.  Sustainability study of Freiburg 

Germany highlights the concept of global stewardship. 

KS5: Topic include: Place, how a media perception of place can have implications for the 

wider world’s opinion of a location.  Globalisation focuses around the key question ‘is 

globalisation fair?’ students explore the winners and losers of this. 

 

https://quotefancy.com/mehmet-murat-ildan-quotes


Social development in Geography 
 
“Social cohesion was built into language long before Facebook and LinkedIn and Twitter - 
we're tribal by nature. Tribes today aren't the same as tribes thousands of years ago: It isn't 
just religious tribes or ethnic tribes now: It's sports fans, it's communities, it's geography.” 
Peter Guber 
 
Social development is a focus in Geography and looks to enhance and develop students’ 
skills throughout KS3, 4 & 5. Questions and tasks at all key stages encourage the scenario 
of ‘what would you do’ in the situation relating to various topics in Geography, 
encouraging students to empathise, co-operate and resolve conflict. The KS3 Geography 
Club will also look to foster social development where students will work with peers from 
different year groups, exploring current events.  Engagement with external sources and 
agencies is encouraged through the club and within lessons, for example Yr8 pupils 
submitted entries to the COP 26 Creative Earth competition in April 2021, both Yr7 & Yr8 
took part in activities related to the UN’s World Water Day in March 2021. 
 

Examples of ‘social development’ opportunities in Geography: 

Year 7: Topics include: Challenges and Opportunities in the UK, covering 4 issues currently 

facing the UK; Poverty, Water Supply, Waste Management and Air pollution.  After exploring 

these issues pupils complete further independent research on the issue they believe poses 

the biggest challenge to the UK and deliver a speech to their peers. 

Year 8: Topics include: Global Issues, covering 4 major issues, climate change, plastic 

pollution, wilderness and global conflicts.  Requiring pupils to consider the impact their 

lifestyles have on the planet and others. Highlighting variations in impacts of climate change 

and the conflicts which result. 

Year 9: Topics include: World Cities, Slums in India exposes pupils to the issue of quality of 

life and living standards in areas of extreme poverty, providing an emotive issue for pupils to 

discuss and debate. 

KS4: Topics include: Resources, introducing pupils to the issue of energy insecurity.  

Exploring the options for sustainability promotes discussion of appropriate solutions, 

nimbyism and evaluation of impacts.  Engaging with views of stakeholders and considering 

solutions to conflict.  

KS5: Completing the NEA investigation requires pupils to engage with the local community 

to explore issues and investigate the local area related to their chosen issue. 

  

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/peter-guber-quotes


Cultural development in Geography 
 
"The study of geography is about more than just memorizing places on a map. It's about 
understanding the complexity of our world, appreciating the diversity of cultures that exists 
across continents. And in the end, it's about using all that knowledge to help bridge divides 
and bring people together.” Barack Obama 
 

Throughout Key Stage 3 Geography looks at various cultures and their influences across 
the world as well as more local studies and their cultural awareness is developed as a 
result. For example, there are units on ‘Exploration of the UK’, ‘Exploring the World’, 
‘Sport and Fashion’ as well as a school enquiry that all help develop students culturally. 
Work within the subject allows them to express their opinions and communicate their 
knowledge in varied ways, including artistic forms such as the creation of their own 
volcanoes, empathy work linked to natural disasters and also contact with people, schools 
and students from different countries or who have visited there to further develop this 
cultural awareness. Within Human Geography in particular the topics lend themselves to 
exploration of their own identities and others. 
 

Examples of ‘cultural development’ opportunities in Geography: 

Year 7: Topics include: The People of the UK, the concepts of the UK, the EU, Brexit are 

introduced in this initial topic.  The second topic, the people of the UK highlights the 

diversity within the country, migration and its impact on the development of the country.  

Changed to industry and globalisation are explored to further emphasise the diversity and 

ever changing culture in the UK. 

Year 8: Topics include: China, recent history of China is explored with a focus on living in 

China, the recent industrialisation and subsequent developments in quality of life, 

population policy and future position as a global superpower.   

Year 9: Topics include: World Cities, exploring Megacities, Migration in China, Slums in India 

focusing on the contrasts in lifestyle, quality of life and culture.  Africa, in particular a 

country study of Nigeria highlights the rich tapestry of cultures within the continent.  

Exposing pupils to as wide a variety of countries and cultures through the topics they cover. 

KS4: Topics include: Changing Economic world, Nigeria’s cultural context, pupils consider the 

different religions, ethnic groups and entertainment culture within the country and how 

that impacts the sense of place.  

KS5: Topic include: Changing Places, meaning and representation of place is studied with a 

range of places both local and global explored to highlight the elements of continuity, 

change and how it is illustrated through media, architecture and text. 
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