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1. Rationale 

 
As a Church academy everything we do is based on Christian values and is summed up in our mission 
statement and through our vision ‘Lord direct us to LIVE life to the full’. The Governors and staff of St Wilfrid’s 
Church of England Academy are committed to the provision of a high-quality education in a Christian context. 
We aim to provide opportunities where we can live out our vision and enable all to flourish. At the heart of 
the commitment is the notion that whilst Learning, we are Inspired and develop Values through Experiences 
so that each member flourishes in this life whilst preparing for the next. This echoes our motto ‘Domine 
dirige nos: ‘Lord direct us’. 
 

2. Religious Education at St Wilfrid’s Church of England Academy 
 
Religious Education (RE) at St Wilfrid’s Church of England Academy reflects our school’s Christian 
distinctiveness, our Christian values and aims to embody our vision enabling students to live life to the full.  
 
Studying RE prepares our students for life in modern day Britain. We are a global community and it is 
important that we collectively understand different backgrounds, traditions and religious beliefs from across 
the world. RE helps overcome prejudices and negative stereotypes; it promotes understanding and 
celebrates our diverse community. We provide a safe space for each unique individual to explore their 
beliefs, whatever those beliefs might be.  

The words of Lord Runcie, quoted in The Way Ahead (Archbishop’s Council 2001), encapsulate our aims:   

“Nourish those of the faith; 
Encourage those of other faiths; 

Challenge those who have no faith.” 
 

3. Purpose  
Through RE at St Wilfrid’s Church of England Academy, we aim to give students opportunities to develop 
their knowledge and understanding of religious beliefs and practices and contribute to the development of 
their own beliefs and values. RE aims to nurture the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of our 
students ensuring that students fully recognise that they have varying gifts and talents so they may live life 
to the full.  
 
RE provokes challenging questions about the ultimate meaning and purpose of life, beliefs about God, the 
self and the nature of reality, issues of right and wrong and what it means to be human. It develops 
students’ knowledge and understanding of Christianity, other principal religions, other religious traditions, 
and other world views that offer answers to these challenging questions. (Education Act (1996 Section 375 
(3)) Schools Standards and Framework Act (1998, Schedule 19, para 5). It offers opportunities for personal 
reflection and spiritual development. It enhances awareness and understanding of religions and beliefs, 
teachings, practices and forms of expression, and of the influence of religion on individuals, families, 
communities and cultures. 
 
RE at St Wilfrid’s Church of England Academy prepares students for adult living. It is essential that students 
are able to understand different beliefs, values and traditions of world religions and be able to express 
their own views clearly and coherently. Our students gain understanding of Christian values through the 
study of RE. Their studies help them to comprehend why such values as love, forgiveness, compassion, 
justice and koinonia are important to help them understand Christian theological teachings regarding these 
values. We hope that our students will be equipped in a way that they are able to respond to situations 
that are current in modern day society. 
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4. Policy aims 
 
To develop a RE curriculum that supports our commitment and vision to meeting the needs of each unique 
individual student that is inclusive of all and enables all to flourish so that students;  

 
• learn about the beliefs, teaching and sources of authority in the major religions.  
• learn, engage with, interpret and reflect on sacred texts.  
• understand religious practices and ways of life and appreciate that individuals and cultures express 
meaning in different forms.  
• understand that religious beliefs can help develop a sense of identity.  
• explore the concepts of meaning, purpose and truth. Students will learn about different responses to 
philosophical and ethical issues.  
• become informed citizens exploring current issues on a local, national and global scale and enable them 
to form their own opinions in a supportive environment.  
• develop their own theological thinking.  

 

5. Legal requirements 

 
The National Curriculum states that:  
Every state-funded school must offer a curriculum which is balanced and broadly based, and which:  
• promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils, and  

• prepares pupils at the school for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life … all state 
schools... must teach religious education... All schools must publish their curriculum by subject and 
academic year online.  
 
DfE, The National Curriculum in England: Framework Document, September 2013, p.4 

 

6. Inclusion 

Religious Education at St Wilfrid’s Church of England Academy supports our commitment to meeting the 
needs of each unique individual.  It is inclusive of all.  We are committed to nurturing students who have a 
faith commitment as they develop their theological thinking. However, we also respect the differing views 
represented in our academy and we are aware that we may all start and end our search for truth in 
different places. RE classrooms are spaces for thinking where all, including the teacher, are engaged on a 
learning journey.  We start and finish the journey in different places but respect the viewpoints and beliefs 
of all who share the journey. We encourage students to wrestle with challenging questions about God, 
faith and our world.   

7. Religious literacy 

We believe that the RE that we provide seeks to pursue academic excellence, supports growth in body, 
mind and spirit. Our curriculum is progressive and builds skills and attitudes for religious literacy across all 
key stages. These include: 

· Knowledge and understanding of diverse religious practice  
· Interpreting sacred texts  
· Philosophical and critical thinking skills  
· Attitudes of respect for diverse beliefs, faiths and cultures  
· A safe space for personal and moral development; faith development for students of faith  
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8. Implementation 

As a Church of England academy, in accordance with our funding agreement, we develop our own schemes 
of work which are approved by the governors. Our vision and curriculum fulfil the Statement of Entitlement 
for RE issued by the Church of England Education Office (2016).  They are rooted in diocesan development 
of this in the DBS Framework for RE (2018).  We have drawn on material from Understanding Christianity 
and Illuminating Pathways. Approximately 70% overall is devoted to the study of Christianity.  All world faiths 
are studied at Key Stage 3; through both a thematic and comparative approach.  Islam is studied alongside 
Christianity at Key Stage 4 for GCSE.   

Additionally, all students who go on to study in our sixth form engage with a tailor-made ‘critical thinking’ 
programme in both Year 12 and 13 which underpins 76 philosophical, ethical and theological conundrums 
which are explored on a weekly basis. 

The vision is for a coherent curriculum which develops the concepts and skills for religious literacy across all 
key stages. It has breadth and ambition and thus fosters knowledge, understanding and cultural capital. 

9. Delivery and resources 

RE is delivered by four specialist teachers and a small number of non-specialists. In their daily practice, staff 
adhere to the guidelines set out within the Learning and Teaching Policy and the Behaviour for Learning 
Policy. Staff welcome support from advisors and other teachers, from the diocese, the local authority, and 
specialists, who speak at national events.  An extensive CPD programme develops both their general and 
subject pedagogy. We work closely with our PAIS group and interfaith forum who regularly make 
contributions to RE lessons.  

There are three designated RE teaching rooms, each equipped with audio-visual facilities.  The learning 
area is well-resourced.  Resources include a wide-ranging collection of books, DVDs and videos and 
artefacts.  We have collected films and music from popular culture through which we aim to make 
connections between learning in RE and the lives of students.  We regularly share multi-media resources 
(including VR sets and resources for the iSpace) and resources developed by individual members of the 
learning area.  

RE is taught in the following curriculum time – Year 7 one lesson per week. Year 8, 9, 10 and 11 receive two 
lessons per week. Some students, who opt to do Religious Education in an option block, receive three 
lessons per week.  
 

Students at KS3 study the following: 
 
Year 7: 

How can exploring 
faith enable me to 
understand my 
community? 

What does it 
mean to be 
human? 

Where in the 
world is 
Christianity? 

What would be 
the impact on the 
world if the 
festival of Easter 
did not take 
place? 

Where do people 
go to find 
affirmation of 
faith? 

Is death the end? 

At KS5 our students are entered for the Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in Religious Studies. We 
believe this course allows our students to apply a wide range of concepts enabling them to confidently 
interpret, contextualise and analyse the expressions of religions and world views they encounter. This 
course provides opportunities to explore three distinct components which possess clear synoptic links: 
Philosophy of Religion, Religion and Ethics, New Testament Studies as both distinct and synoptic  
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Year 8: 

How do society 
and the media 
portray Islam? 

Judaism then and 
now – should we 
commemorate the 
Holocaust? 

Is it fair? Do sacred texts 
enable individuals 
and groups to 
respond to times 
of crisis? 

The Archbishop of York Award 

 
Year 9: 

Where is God? What is the 
impact of 
difference and 
diversity on faith 
communities? 

What happens 
when faith and 
courage collide? 
Can conflict ever 
be justified? 

How diverse are 
Christianity and 
Islam? 

What are the key 
Christian 
concepts? 

What are the key 
Muslim concepts? 

 
Key Stage 4 GCSE – Year 10 and 11 
 
All students study GCSE Religious Studies Specification A (AQA)  
Students will sit their GCSE qualification at the end of Year 11.  
 
Content  
Religion (50%) – Christianity (25%) and Islam (25%)  
Thematic Studies (50%) – Religion and Families, Religion and Life, Religion, Peace and Conflict and Religion, 
Crime and Punishment. 
 
Students will complete two examinations at the end of Year 11. Each examination will last one hour and 45 
minutes 

 
10.  Assessment 

We apply the principles of ‘assessment for learning’ in our planning and teaching in order to ensure that 
students know what they need to do to make further progress and why they have achieved. Following an 
assessment or feedback on a key piece, students will be given time to make improvements and reflect and 
will often be asked to improve their work making use of a purple pen. We have developed our own criteria 
for assessing students across both key stages 3 and 4 without the use of levels, in line with the whole 
school Assessment Policy.  

These assessment criteria support the assessment of the following skills: 

· Describing and explaining 
· Interpreting sacred texts  
· Comparing and contrasting diverse beliefs and practices  
· Evaluating and analysing  

These criteria make use of grades which are related to assessment at GCSE in line with whole school 
policy.  The assessment criteria draw on GCSE mark schemes for the 2016 GCSE specification and aim to 
challenge students beyond the skills required at GCSE. We see great importance in preparing our students 
with the necessary skills for their studies post 16. 
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11. The contributions of Religious Education to the wider life of the academy 

The contribution of Religious Education to worship  

Spiritual development is an important aspect of ‘life in all its fullness’.  Nurturing this is a significant part of 
our work.  We offer advice and guidance to the staff who lead collective worship and the subject specialists 
of RE regularly lead collective worship.   

The contribution of Religious Education to spiritual development 

RE lessons often include opportunities for students to acknowledge awe and wonder at the natural world 
or to sit quietly and reflect.  We regularly make use of music and art to prompt reflection and for students 
to express their own personal response to an issue. We aim to use contemporary music or film whenever 
possible to enable students to see the relevance of their learning to their own lives. We work with other 
learning areas to enrich opportunities for spiritual development across the curriculum. The learning area 
supports the LIVE sessions which punctuate the PSHE/RSE programme; reflecting the Christian character of 
the school.  

 The contribution of Religious Education to cultural development and community cohesion  

We seek to serve God and our community by helping students to respect diversity and engage in dialogue 
with people of other faiths and cultures.  We believe that promoting understanding of other faiths and 
cultures is part of our Christian calling to love our neighbour.  Approximately 30% of curriculum time is 
spent learning about other world faiths.  Although students will encounter all the six major world faiths at 
some point during their RE course, we focus in depth on Judaism, Islam and Christianity.   

We are committed to considering the impact of faith on believers in the contemporary world and to 
encouraging students to celebrate the diversity of cultural practices which enrich life in the UK.  We 
encourage learners to challenge the assumptions and stereotypes about different faiths often found in the 
media. We provide opportunities for students to visit local faith communities and to discuss issues of faith 
with local members of those communities.  We encourage students to look at issues from a global 
perspective as they consider the Christian calling to work for justice. 

The contribution of Religious Education to PSHE and RSE  

Serving others is an important part of serving God and of ‘life in all its fullness’.  Religious Education makes 
significant contributions to the way in which students develop as responsible citizens through 
opportunities for cultural development and inter-faith dialogue; through consideration of moral issues and 
the responses to these of people of differing faith perspectives.  A number of the topics with the PSHE and 
RSE frameworks are delivered through Religious Education lessons in a thought-provoking yet age-
appropriate and sensitive way by the Religious Education learning area. 

In Year 8, the learning area delivers The Archbishop of York Award.  This award is a leadership and 
character programme designed for students to: explore the concept of leadership, investigate stories and 
impact of great leaders on society, consider the importance of serving others, examine how to bring 
transformation to communities and take action to ‘be the change that you want to see’. Students develop 
core skills through practical activities and team building challenges, including effective communication, 
creative thinking, emotional intelligence, humility and compassion. Create opportunities for social action 
enabling young people to be: confident, committed and community minded. Opportunities to develop 
citizenship are identified in planning.  British Values are embedded in our approach and underpinned by 
Christian teaching where appropriate.   
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12. Right to withdraw 
 
Parents (or students who are over 18) have the right to withdraw their children either partly or wholly 
from RE. In addition, teachers have the right not to teach the subject. Our approach to RE, however, 
has been constructed in the hope that parents and teachers will rarely, if ever, wish to exercise their 
right of withdrawal. 
 

13. Implementation of the Policy 
 
It is the responsibility of the Principal to ensure that the Religious Education policy is implemented 
correctly in school and all staff follow the procedures set out in it. This will be reinforced by the 
Learning Area Coordinator for Religious Education and as new staff join the RE learning area they will 
be made aware of the policy and procedures in place to enable our students to have high quality 
Religious Education. 
 
All teaching staff who deliver Religious Education have a responsibility to ensure that the content is 
delivered in a sensitive and age-appropriate manner; respecting the beliefs and values of all students. 
Any disclosures made by any student as a consequence of subject-matter are to be passed on to the 
appropriate member of staff.  
 

14. Evaluating the policy 
 
Monitoring and evaluation of the Religious Education policy and scheme of work is the responsibility of 
the RE Learning Area Co-ordinator and is conducted and reviewed as part of the monitoring of the RE 
curriculum. This policy will be reviewed every 3 years as minimum. It is next due for review in 
September 2023 
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