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“It is appalling that Houthi forces are taking children away from 
their parents and their homes, stripping them of their childhood to 
put them in the line of fire where they could die,” said Samah Hadid, 
Deputy Director at Amnesty International’s Beirut regional office in 
2017.1

 1.0  Introduction

Since the first rebellion war of the Iranian-backed Houthi militia 
against the Yemeni state and society in 2004, the Houthi militia, who 
calls itself AnsarAllah, has used children as fuel for their -18 year war 
effort. Human Rights Watch testified that the “Houthis have a long 
record of using child soldiers, HRW has reported on since 2009.”2 
Between 2014 and 2020, the insurgency recruited a shy minimum of 
30,000 male child soldiers below the age of 18 and has brainwashed 
the minds of over one million children in violation of the ‘Optional 
Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement 
of Children in Armed Conflict’ signed in 2007. The protocol clearly 
states that armed groups “should not, under any circumstances, 
recruit or use in hostilities persons under the age of eighteen.” 

The significant rise in the militarization and radicalization of children 
by the Houthi militia has been paralleled with a significant dropout 
rate in schooling. More than 2 million school-age girls and boys have 
lost access to formal schooling due to the conflict, poverty, and rising 
humanitarian challenges. Of the shy minimum of 30,000 child solider 
recruits, an estimated 2,000 Houthi-recruited child soldiers died 
between January 2020 and May 2021 while participating in the militia’s 
large-scale offensives, including against the governorate of Marib, 
according to local and UN reports.3 The Houthi militia’s recruitment of 
children also extends to girls below the age of 18 in support of Houthi 

1  Amnesty International, February 2017,  Yemen: Huthi forces recruiting child soldiers for front-
line combat.
2  Human Rights Watch, May 2015, Yemen: Houthis Send Children Into Battle 
3  UN Panel of Experts, January 2022, Letter dated 25 January 2022 from the Panel of Experts on 
Yemen addressed to the President of the Security Council.
 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2017/02/yemen-huthi-forces-recruiting-child-soldiers-for-front-line-combat/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2017/02/yemen-huthi-forces-recruiting-child-soldiers-for-front-line-combat/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2015/05/12/yemen-houthis-send-children-battle
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/S_2022_50.pdf
https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/S_2022_50.pdf
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militiawomen force known as ‘Zainabiyat.’ The Euro-Mitterrandian 
Human Rights Monitor (Euro-Med Monitor) and Sam for Rights 
and Freedoms (SAM) also documented the Houthis’ recruitment of 
female children (girls) into the Houthi Zainabiyat to serve as militia-
girls, guards, paramedics and/or informants, at schools, homes and in 
their neighborhoods and prison.4 The two organizations documented 
10,333 cases of child soldiers recruited by the Houthis, 4,086 of which 
were children of 14-8 years in age. Houthi radicalization program, as 
the United Nations acknowledged, constitute a “threat to peace and 
security in Yemen,” the Arabian Peninsula region and far beyond.5

Before storming state institutions and eliminating the former 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh, children constituted one third of Houthi 
fighters at least in May 2015.6 Given limited information on Houthi 
radicalization and recruitment programs, as well as the significant 
expansion since late 2017, this special briefing, based on primary 
and secondary data, details how the Houthi militia militarizes the 
lives of hundreds of thousands of Yemeni children in their areas of 
control. How and why do the Houthis recruit child soldiers? And what 
implications does the surge in Houthi recruitment and radicalization 
of children pose beyond depriving a generation of education, stable 
emotional, physiological and mental growth and the right to live, grow 
and dream without fear, basic rights billions of children in around the 
globe enjoy. 

4  The Euro-Mitterrandian Human Rights Monitor (Euro-Med Monitor) and Sam for Rights and 
Freedoms (SAM), February 2021, Militarized Childhood: a report on the Houthis’ recruitment of 
Yemeni children during war. 
5  UN Panel of Experts. 
6   Ali al-Mujahed, May 11, 2015, In Yemen, children — possibly thousands of them — join fight, 
Washington Post. 

child soldier recruits

Houthi-recruited child soldiers died 
between January 2020 and May 2021 

https://euromedmonitor.org/uploads/reports/childrenyemenrepen.pdf
https://euromedmonitor.org/uploads/reports/childrenyemenrepen.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/why-so-many-children-are-fighting-in-yemens-civil-war/2015/05/10/7602d9be-e7a8-11e4-8581-633c536add4b_story.html
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2.0 Recruitment means between threats, blackmail, fear of 
reprisal and incentives

The Houthis adopt a wide range of tactics to recruit child soldiers, 
but also indoctrinate and radicalize beforehand. These tactics vary 
between intimidation, blackmail, physical harm, denial of aid and 
far less incentives. Following detection and analysis of Houthi 
tactics on the grounds, and drawing on the reports of human rights 
organizations, the government, international organizations, media 
and other available sources, the most notable Houthi recruitment 
tactics include:
A. Forcible recruitment under pressure on families, threat or 

intimidation;
B. Houthi peer pressure;
C. Use of local Sheikhs and Aqels for recruitment;
D. Summer schools and cultural courses;
E. Exploitation of poverty and fake financial promises;
F. Exchange of protection for family or release of a relative in 

exchange of child recruitment;
G. Threat of harm to family;
H. The father’s loyalty test to remain in public office;
I. Sexual assault and violence;
J. Denial of humanitarian assistance;
K. Kidnap and forcible abduction;
L. Fear of reprisal for non-participation. 

Figure 1: Houthi former asylum seeker in Germany, and Houthi-
appointed Education Minister Hussein Al-Houthi at a mosque with 
children, after a round of radicalization input during Houthi summer 
courses. 
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 3.0  Houthi Radicalization Courses

Regardless of means, the most common mass means recruitment and 
encouraging military engagement are “summer camps” and “cultural 
courses.” In these avenues, the Houthis separate children from their 
families to prepare a conducive environment for Houthi-loyalist 
clerics, teachers and militia supervisors to indoctrinate children with 
the militia’s ideologies over a period of time. The Houthi ideology 
was originally exported from Iran’s Khomeini’s so-called Islamic 
Revolution, from the colors of their slogan to their cause, ideas, and 
practices. Among the primary tasks in Houthi radicalization courses 
like systematic brainwashing of the minds of children with Houthi 
theocratic, sectarian backward, radical, and chauvinist ideas. These 
include paying allegiance to Houthi leader Abdul Malik al-Houthi based 
on the fantasy of the God-given right to rule as the so-called descendant 
of Imam Ali to promoting the supremacy of al-Al-Bayt (descendants 
of Prophet Mohammed) and the Axis of Resistance led by Iran to 
the fight against western powers and their partners in the region.7

Lt. Col. Michael von Normann rightly captures the prime objective 
of Houthi radicalization processes: “The ultimate goal is to secure a 
pool of combatants ready to give their lives for the cause. If these 
young fighters die in battle, they will become martyrs and heroes. 
However, if they do not die, they will then join the ranks of the most 
loyal servants of the Houthis’ cause and of the most fervent defenders 
of the system.”8 Of relevance to this point, the UN panel of experts 
pointed out the concerning effectiveness of Houthi brainwashing vis-
à-vis young children. The panel noted that a -14year-old child rejected 
to return to his family after finishing a Houthi military camp; the child 
believed “God would want him to follow the Houthis instructions, 

7 Nadwa al-Dawsari, May 6, 2021, The Houthis and the limits of diplomacy in Yemen, the Middle 
East Institute 
8 Lt. Col. Michael von Normann, May 2020, Houthi’s Indoctrination of Yemen’s Youth: How to 
Untie the Gordian Knot of Educational Oppression?. 

https://www.mei.edu/publications/houthis-and-limits-diplomacy-yemen
https://nesa-center.org/dev/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Houthis-Indoctrination-of-Yemens-Youth-_-Formatted.pdf
https://nesa-center.org/dev/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Houthis-Indoctrination-of-Yemens-Youth-_-Formatted.pdf
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over those of his parents” in show of radicalization dangers and the 
challenge Yemen faces long-term with further thousands of ticking 
bombs currently in the Houthi making.9

The Houthi militia also teaches children 
the Shout “al-Sarkha,” a slogan full of hate 
speech and violence incitement reflexive of 
the terrorist Houthi mindset of death. The 
Houthi slogan – “Death to America, Death 
to Israel, Curse the Jews, Victory for Islam” 
is taught by Houthi militiamen and teachers, 
and is now repeated by hundreds of thou-
sands of children at a minimum. Sarkha is 
also part of violent Houthi videos that praise 
the military role children in Iranian-backed 
paramilitaries in the region, such as al-Hashd al-Sha’abi in Iraq and 
Hezbollah in Lebanon, and Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Crops 
(IRGC), including Qassim Soleimani, and documentaries of hijack-
ing US and Saudi Embassies in Tehran, to inspire similar action in 
Yemen.10 The Houthi slogan of death can be seen on their arms, walls, 
mosques, cars and streets.

Houthi radicalization programs can be as short as days or weeks or as 
lengthy as up-to 40 days, and are directly supervised by the militia’s 
military and security apparatuses.11 Given the military-oriented objec-
tive, Houthi militiamen and militiawomen also teach children how to 
use light and medium arms, including RPGs, mortars, grenades, rifles 
and landmines, but also how to evade attacks or capture as part of 
their training. In 2020, the UN documented that the Houthis lured 
away three children from their homes to divert them from a three-day 
educational camp into a 3-4-month military training, before throwing 
them to the frontlines in Marib and Taiz.12 In these reported cases, 

9 UN Panel of Experts, annex 10, paragraph 10. 
10 Mayyun for Human Rights and Development, 2021, Children Not Guns, see p. 17. 
11 Ibid, see pp. 20-23 for a detailed list of Houthi complicit people in charge of recruitment. 
12 UN Panel of Experts, January 2020, Letter dated 27 January 2020 from the Panel of Experts on 
Yemen addressed to the President of the Security Council, see Recruitment and use of children in 
armed conflict, paragraph 120, p. 44/207.
 

https://www.mayyun.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/%D8%A7%D8%B7%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%84-%D9%84%D8%A7-%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%82-%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D9%8A%D9%88%D8%AB%D9%90%D9%91%D9%82-%D8%B6%D8%AD%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D8%AA%D8%AC%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%AB%D9%8A%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B7%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%84-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%AE%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D8%B5%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%88%D9%84-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85-2021%D9%85.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/final-report-panel-experts-yemen-s2020326-enar
https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/final-report-panel-experts-yemen-s2020326-enar
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children were beaten to follow order and did not receive any form of 
payment (see annex 33). Testimonies of former child soldiers in a re-
cent VICE News documentary confirm that the Houthis use ill-trained 
child recruits as frontline fighters.13 An ex-Houthi child solider told 
Isobel Young in the documentary: “We would be in the front, with 
them [well-trained Houthi militiamen] in the back.” It is because, as 
Lara Seligman rightly wrote, the “kids are cheap” for the Houthi mi-
litia. 14

Figure 2: A group of Houthi child soldiers with Houthi militiamen 
chanting the Houthi death slogan

In August 2019, Houthi-affiliated media stated that there were 3,500 
‘summer camps’ that trained 284,000 students and by May 2022, 
the Houthi insurgency declared the attendance of more than 1 mil-
lion children at their sectarian “summer camps” and “cultural cours-
es,” which are primary venues for radicalization and among the most 
notable means of recruiting child soldiers.15 Then, the Minister of 

13  Vice News, April 2021, How Children in Yemen Became Collateral Damage. 
14 Lara Seligman November 8, 2019, The Child Soldier Crisis: ‘Kids Are Cheap’, Foreign Policy.
15 Essam al-Ahmadi, May 21, 2022, Announced the registration of one million students, what are 
the Houthi goals of summer camps?. 

Source: Open source

https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/11/08/child-soldier-crisis-kids-are-cheap-yemen-isis-my-star-sky/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/11/08/child-soldier-crisis-kids-are-cheap-yemen-isis-my-star-sky/
https://translate.google.com/?sl=ar&tl=en&text=%D8%A3%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%86%D8%AA%20%D8%AA%D8%B3%D8%AC%D9%8A%D9%84%20%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86%20%D8%B7%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8..%20%D9%85%D8%A7%20%D8%A3%D9%87%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%81%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%AB%D9%8A%20%D9%85%D9%86%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AE%D9%8A%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%8A%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%A9%D8%9F&op=translate
https://translate.google.com/?sl=ar&tl=en&text=%D8%A3%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%86%D8%AA%20%D8%AA%D8%B3%D8%AC%D9%8A%D9%84%20%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86%20%D8%B7%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8..%20%D9%85%D8%A7%20%D8%A3%D9%87%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%81%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%AB%D9%8A%20%D9%85%D9%86%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AE%D9%8A%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA%20%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%8A%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%A9%D8%9F&op=translate
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Information, Culture and Tourism Moa’amer al-Eryani condemned 
Houthi recruitment campaigns: “The Houthi militia’s launch of mas-
sive children recruitment campaign in its areas of control constitutes 
a preparation for their inclusion in the fighting fronts and reveals 
the militia’s premeditated intentions to drag the country into a new 
cycle of bloodshed, without regard for the lives of these children and 
the catastrophic humanitarian conditions of our citizens who have 
been suffering the scourge of war for the past 7 years.”16 Chiefly due 
to Houthi mass radicalization and child solider recruitment programs, 
Yemen was reported among top countries where children were most 
affected by grave violations in 2021, according to the UN report on 
Children and Armed Conflict (CAAC).17 The Houthis, via Jihad Mag-
azine published by ‘Imam al Hady Cultural Foundation,’ also ampli-
fy messages of hatred and violence incitement. Ghamdan al-Yousfi, 
a long-time Yemeni journalist based out of the Netherlands, told the 
Arab News that Houthi summer courses are “factories for manufac-
turing explosives;” he added, “Your child that you will send to the 
Houthi summer and military course is a time bomb that will kill you 
tomorrow.”18 Therefore, Houthi summer and cultural courses are 
brainwashing and mobilization based on sectarian propaganda, be-
fore children turn radical ideas into violent action.

 4.0  Houthi Radicalization in Context

The Houthis employ various means for military recruitment either 
during courses or afterwards. Considering children’s vulnerability and 
receptiveness to new ideas regardless of their validity and pre-mature-
ness, as well as the consequences of the conflict on millions of house-
holds in Yemen, the Houthis, through the Civil Registry Authority and 
other public records, gather data. They then exploit the data they have 

16 Abdul Salam al-Hatemi, July 20, 2022, Houthi recruitment of children, war crimes that booby-
trap the present and the future.
17  UN report on Children and Armed Conflict (2021), Children and Armed Conflict Annual Report 
of the Secretary-General. 
18 Saeed Al-Batati, May 12, 2022, Houthis using summer camps to train child soldiers, parents 
warned. 

https://alislah-ye.net/news_details.php?sid=9374
https://alislah-ye.net/news_details.php?sid=9374
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Summary-of-the-Annual-Report-of-the-Secretary-General-on-Children-and-Armed-Conflict-2021-3.pdf
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Summary-of-the-Annual-Report-of-the-Secretary-General-on-Children-and-Armed-Conflict-2021-3.pdf
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2080956/middle-east
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2080956/middle-east
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by region, socio-economic status, poverty level, number of children, 
and humanitarian need level to narrow the list of their target. With-
in this breakdown of data, the Houthis often seek to target the most 
vulnerable, such as the neediest families in villages and displacement 
camps, to tap into their need, but also play a mix of strategies, from 
intimidation to threats, and cash into employment promise, among 
others. For this reason, the Houthis targeted 5,213 families of the over 
10,000 cases documented by Euro-Med Monitor and SAM.

 4.1  Deception

It is common for the Houthis to lure many children and surprise them 
with the frontline rather than the school or camp. The United Nations 
and many Yemeni human rights organizations, such as Mayyun, Eu-
ro-Med and SAM, documented the Houthis’ forcible diversion of chil-
dren from schools and summer programs to frontlines. For example, 
the UN Panel of Experts 2022 Report confirmed, by documenting 10 
cases, that the Houthi militia took children “to fight on the pretext that 
they would be enrolled in cultural courses … to the battlefield”. 19

 4.2  Weaponization of Aid

Human Rights organizations also documented the Iran-backed Houthi 
militia’s weaponization of humanitarian aid to attract new child re-
cruits for military purposes.20 The Houthis were found grossly guilty 
of denying or granting aid to poor families depending on whether their 
children participated in fighting for the Houthi cause. According to 
UN-interviewed local humanitarian organizations, a Houthi super-
visor offered several children registration to get humanitarian assis-
tance in exchange for fighting with the militia. Upon death of the child 
in the frontline, the Houthis would often suspend UN humanitarian 
assistance to the families citing “priority for … those families whose 

19 UN Panel of Experts Report 2022, see Paragraph 43. 
20  Mayyun for Human Rights and Development, 2021, Children Not Guns, see pp. 18-19. 
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members are fighting.”21 The UN Panel of Experts 2022 Report fur-
ther established “that the ability to access humanitarian assistance is 
a powerful incentive for parents and children to join fighting.”  There-
fore, these episodes on the dynamics of Houthi recruitment of child 
soldiers unearth the corruption in and capture of the UN humanitar-
ian work in Houthi-held areas, and how the Houthis eliminate or add 
names from beneficiaries list in their local areas.

 4.3  Weaponization of Education

Figure 4: A group of children chanting Houthi death slogan at a 
school upon the visit of Houthi supervisors and enforced school man-
agement.

Similar dynamics noted above apply to school teachers, however, over 
their adherence to Houthi rules in spreading the Houthi educational 
changes on the curriculum and/or urging students to fight with the 
Houthis. The UN panel of experts, in its 2022 report, acknowledged 

21 UN Panel of Experts Report 2022, see Paragraph 21, pp. 44/303.

Source: Open source(2019)

https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/atf/cf/%7B65BFCF9B-6D27-4E9C-8CD3-CF6E4FF96FF9%7D/S_2022_50.pdf
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that “These [Houthi war-time] changes … distort history in favour of 
the Houthi leadership’s right to govern in Yemen and to distort his-
torical Islamic accounts with the aim to promote fighting over peace-
ful solutions.” 22In this regard, the Houthis conditioned continuation 
of aid on teaching the Houthi curriculum. If and when a teacher re-
sists to teach Houthi curriculum and indirectly help in the military re-
cruitment effort, according to verified reports (including UN reports), 
the militia’s supervisor would deny – actually denied – teachers aid 
despite being on the UN benefit roll for a few years, and reward sub-
missive teachers with aid continuation.23 The Euro-Med Monitor and 
SAM noted that the Iran-backed Houthi militia conducted “activities 
that led to the recruitment of children in 150 schools distributed in 
many Yemeni governorates,” including by delivering “lectures with 
sectarian propaganda contents and promoting its military victo-
ries.”24 When the Houthis controlled parts of Shabwa in 2021, the 
local authorities rejected Houthi attempts to distribute stickers with 
Houthi slogan and for students to chant the Houthi shout of hate and 
death. On September 29, 2021, Shabwah educational authorities re-
buffed Houthi radicalization of education by closing all schools in the 
areas of Ain, Bayhan and Usaylan to protect the children from radi-
calization. This shows that local resistance, when grassroots are unit-
ed and authorities are functional and free from Houthi capture, will 
eventually emerge elsewhere.

 4.5  Using Sheikhs to Recruit for Money

The Houthis, through local community organizers (Aqels), supervi-
sors, tribal leaders (Sheikhs) and Houthi-loyalist schools, also exert 
pressure on families to send their children for ‘summer camps’ and 
‘cultural courses.’ A leaked documented signed by Honain Qatina, 
former Chief of Tribal Affairs Commission and a pro-Houthi mili-
tiaman, showed that the Houthi militia paid Sheikhs 20,000 Yeme-

22 Ibid, see paragraph 15, p. 138/303.
23 Ibid, see annex 10, paragraph 20.
24  The Euro-Med Monitor and SAM, February 2012, Militarized Childhood: a report on the 
Houthis’ recruitment of Yemeni children during war, see p. 7.

https://euromedmonitor.org/uploads/reports/childrenyemenrepen.pdf
https://euromedmonitor.org/uploads/reports/childrenyemenrepen.pdf
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ni Riyals ($33) in exchange for recruiting a child, and 50,000 ($80) 
for their families after recruitment.25 Under this strategy, the Houthis 
instrumentalize the social authority of the Sheikh among their con-
stituents but also the poverty of families, so as to capitalize on local 
power configurations. As a result of localized recruitment, some vil-
lages in Dhamar and Amran governorates now lack children or have 
aging issues. The same social structure eventually moved to forcing 
many families – under threat, blackmail and intimidation – to send 
at least one child to “becoming a man on the battlefield,” “defend the 
country against aggression,” fight “American-Zionist forces” and 
“Takifris,” (apostates) “defend faith identity” and spread “Wilayat.”26 
The Houthis also claim that these summer school immunize children 
from wrong cultures – or more accurately radicalize and route them to 
death. During a visit to a summer camp in Sana’a in May 2022, Jalal 
Al-Ruwishan, a Houthi military official said “summer courses are a 
step and an initiative that prevents youth from wasting time during 
the summer holidays, immunizes them from false cultures and ena-
bles them to master the Holy Qur’an and to recite it correctly.”

 4.6 Social Pressure

Another means of recruitment is social pressure. Young and adult 
Houthis also apply pressure on children to join Houthi radicalization 
programs. Drawing on interviews with former child soldiers, the Eu-
ro-Med Monitor and SAM found that many students fighting for the 
Houthi militia were victims of peer encouragement, most of which 
were given “special courses on recruitment strategies and provided 
with audio and visual materials motivate their targets” to recruit 
their classmates and friends.27 There are also instances of forcible re-
cruitment. Umm Kamal, for example, told Washington Post, in mid-

25 Sahafa Net, Honain Qatina: The price of Houthi fighter “Zanbil” costs YER 70,000, YER 
20,000 of which is a commission for the recruiting Sheikh and YER 50,000 for the family of child 
(document); Mayyun for Human Rights and Development, 2021, Children Not Guns, see p. 16. 
26  Al-Ahmadi, 2022, Announced the registration of one million students, what are the Houthi 
goals of summer camps?.
27 The Euro-Med Monitor and SAM, February 2012, Militarized Childhood: a report on the 
Houthis’ recruitment of Yemeni children during war, p. 7 

https://www.sahafaa.net/
https://www.sahafaa.net/
https://www.sahafaa.net/
https://www.mayyun.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/%D8%A7%D8%B7%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%84-%D9%84%D8%A7-%D8%A8%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%82-%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D9%8A%D9%88%D8%AB%D9%90%D9%91%D9%82-%D8%B6%D8%AD%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D8%AA%D8%AC%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%AF-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%AB%D9%8A%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B7%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%84-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%AE%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D8%B5%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%88%D9%84-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%85-2021%D9%85.pdf
https://www.alestiklal.net/ar/view/13565/dep-news-1652949886
https://www.alestiklal.net/ar/view/13565/dep-news-1652949886
https://euromedmonitor.org/uploads/reports/childrenyemenrepen.pdf
https://euromedmonitor.org/uploads/reports/childrenyemenrepen.pdf
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2015, that she demanded the Houthi militia to return her 17-year-old 
son Kamal, who joined the militia as armed guard without her knowl-
edge and permission.28 “This is not what I want for my son. He will 
not be a fighter because I want him to have a good future, to finish 
his education and live a good life,” Umm Kamal said. The militia dis-
missed her demand. Within the social pressure setting, Abdu al-Hoth-
ifi, a human rights activist specialized on child soldiers, pointed that 
the Houthis also leverage audio-visual and print media in its areas of 
control, school radio and curriculum, enthusiastic Sheilas and Zawa-
mil (folk songs) and billboards in the streets to lure children into join-
ing their cultural and military camps.

 4.7 Physical Harm

Those who resist Houthi militia’s recruitment, complicity, or cooper-
ation face significant consequences. Aside from loss of humanitarian 
aid or access to basic services, physical violence, including by means 
of sexual assault and rape, is possible by the Houthis, who call them-
selves AnsarAllah. The Houthis assault children to follow orders or 
bring them back in the event of escape attempt and in the absence of 
communication of their families could sexually abuse children, which, 
according to the UN panel, “often goes underreported … due to the 
social stigma” and societal reaction to the crime29. Women and girls 
are not immune to such violations, although Yemeni laws and norms 
categorically reject such practices. Two women, due to rejecting re-
cruitment for intelligence and military roles, were tortured and raped 
by Houthi militiamen too.

 4.8  Kidnap from Homes/Schools

In other instances, the Houthi militia also kidnap children from their 
homes or schools or neighbors. According to a 2020 UN report, the 
Houthis abducted children “either from their home or school” in 2017-

28 Al-Mujahed, 2015, In Yemen, children — possibly thousands of them — join fight. 
29 UN Panel of Experts Reports 2020-2022. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/why-so-many-children-are-fighting-in-yemens-civil-war/2015/05/10/7602d9be-e7a8-11e4-8581-633c536add4b_story.html
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2018.30 In a 2018 interview with the Associated Press, a school teacher 
from Dhamar governorate, who said “they are all my children because 
I was their teacher,” spoke testified that “They [children from grades 
5 and 6] were taken from the school and returned in coffins.”31 Due 
to their higher vulnerability, the Houthi militia also target the kids 
of Muhamasheen (marginalized) groups, knowing they lack tools of 
power, resistance and pressure to prevent or reduce forced recruit-
ment of their children. Many families did not know where to find their 
children in the event of a kidnap to serve Houthi military goals, and 
feared their sons fall into such misfortune. “The thought of him com-
ing home in a body bag is torturing us,” a father of a child recruit told 
foreign media.32 

 4.9  Fear of non-participation

The Houthis have expanded shorter version of their summer and cul-
tural indoctrination and radicalization programs to anywhere they 
dominate, including the work place. Boys and girls, men and wom-
en, often join multiple courses to avoid the risk of retribution either 
against them or their families, especially that the Houthis recruit in-
formers among their co-workers, colleagues and friends. Retribution 
could take forms of job loss, dismissal from school, forcible recruit-
ment to fight by means of abduction, false accusations, phycological 
and physical harm, among others. In its 2022 report, the UN panel 
of experts documented arbitrary “arrest and detention of, and sexual 
violence committed against two women who had refused to partici-
pate in the cultural courses.” The Houthis, while abusing a woman of 
a considerable influence within her community, stated they will teach 
her “real Islam”. 33

30 UN Panel of Experts 2020, Letter dated 27 January 2020 from the Panel of Experts on Yemen
addressed to the President of the Security Council, see paragraph 120, p. 44/207.

31 The Associated Press, December 2019, Children as young as 10 fight, kill and die in Yemen's 
war 
32 Lara Seligman, 2019, The Child Soldier Crisis: ‘Kids Are Cheap’. 
33 UN Panel of Experts 2022 Report, refer to annex 10, section IV, paragraph 24. 

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N20/106/86/PDF/N2010686.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N20/106/86/PDF/N2010686.pdf?OpenElement
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/children-young-10-fight-kill-die-yemen-s-war-n949721
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/children-young-10-fight-kill-die-yemen-s-war-n949721
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/middle_east/why-so-many-children-are-fighting-in-yemens-civil-war/2015/05/10/7602d9be-e7a8-11e4-8581-633c536add4b_story.html
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 5.0  Implications for Children and Yemen

The implications of Houthi radicalization and recruitment courses – 
which constitute systematic means to prepare a new violent generation 
whose ideology promotes death – are far-reaching. First, children are 
likely to develop psychological trauma, such as Post-Traumatic Stress 
Disorder (PTSD) as a result of Houthi radicalization, a psychological 
effect that can into adulthood, thus causing depression, instability, 
violence and/or anti-social behavior.34 Second, Houthi radicalization 
and recruitment courses, coupled with deployment of child soldiers on 
the battlefield, regardless of the means chosen, could eventually cause 
mental disorder, which affects their cognition, perception, and behav-
ior, and therefore result in unstable mental and emotional develop-
ment. Third, suicidal thoughts, bedwetting, nightmares, and further 
manifestations of militarization are also among the consequences that 
haunt children as they grow up, were they to survive death given the 
Houthi militia’s deployment of child soldiers in frontlines.

Figure 4: A group of children visit dead Houthi-recruited soldiers 
at a graveyard

34 Daniel Koehler (2020), Violent extremism, mental health and substance abuse among 
adolescents: towards a trauma psychological perspective on violent radicalization and 
deradicalization, The Journal of Forensic Psychiatry & Psychology, 31:3, 455-472. 

Source: Open source(2019)

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/14789949.2020.1758752
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/14789949.2020.1758752
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/14789949.2020.1758752
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Fourth, the Houthi’s indoctrination and radicalization program, 
paralleled with high drop out rate from school, endeavor to replace the 
tenants of formal civic schooling with sectarian teachings, thus turning 
a generation under the risk of being used as Houthi pawns for future 
wars. This in turn means that systematically radicalized children are 
highly likely to be used for the Houthi militia’s adventurous wars, 
and more so pro-Iran’s destabilizing agenda in the region. Fifth, 
with the decline of literacy, brainwashing and broader radicalization 
of children, a loss in human capital is likely to translate into greater 
reliance on arms and violence as tools of economic activity. Unless 
the capacity to support recovery and post-war reconstruction efforts 
in other parts of Yemen, so as to expand nationwide, the younger 
generation, in addition to brain drain, will be less skilled with lower 
capacity to support the re-building process of the Yemeni state. 

 6.0 Policy Recommendations

To counter the Iran-backed Houthi radicalization program, which is 
supported by the Islamic Republic Guard Corps’ Quds Force (IRGC-
QF), the international community should expand its engagement into 
issues beyond conflict resolution efforts and humanitarian support. 
These include:

• The Iran-backed Houthi rebels must immediately end all forms 
of recruitment of children under 18 and release all children 
within their ranks;

• Calling upon the United Nations member states to implement 
further targeted sanctions on the Houthi movement and IRGC-
QF over the radicalization of children, and sending them to the 
battlefield;
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• Further implementing the relevant UN Security Council sanc-
tions on the Houthis’ leaders along with their financial assets 
to drain the financial resources of the militia, and compel them 
to halt their operations of radicalization and child recruitment 
process;

• Supporting and increasing the scope of partnership of the civ-
il society, the private sector, INGOs and UN related agencies 
with the Yemeni Government to form long-term rehabilita-
tion and reintegration strategy, including Socio-Psychological 
programs for the affected and traumatized recruited children 
along with their families.

• An efficient data collection mechanism must be established 
and supported. Collected data will contribute to generating 
‘in-depth’ understanding of the multi-layered elements of child 
soldiers-related issues to devise effective short, medium, and 
long-term policies.

• Urging tribal and social figures, especially in Houthi-held ar-
eas, to avoid recruiting members of the tribes for the Houth-
is and to cease sending their children to the battlefield in ex-
change for tokenistic fees.
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