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Introduction 

Marib, host to an estimated minimum of 2,212,992 Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs), accounts 

for over half of the Republic of Yemen’s IDPs and continues to face barbaric and terrorist Houthi 

attacks, which threaten to further exacerbate an already catastrophic humanitarian crisis. In 2020-

2021, brutal attacks of the Iran-backed Houthi militias in al-Jawf and Marib governorates forcibly 

displaced approximately 360,000 people to Marib’s al-Wadi and city areas. Recent waves of 

displacement, in turn, increased pressure on the local authority as the total population of Marib 

now exceeds 3.1 million inhabitants, but also forced many people to experience horrific 

displacement for up-to the sixth time.  

Figure 1: Al Jafina IDP Camp in Marib 

 

Source: Ebraheem al-Thaeefany (2020) 
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Since late 2014, many Yemenis gradually fled from Houthi persecution and brutality, arbitrary 

capture of the economy, including assets and businesses, imposition of hefty levies and erosion of 

basic political and civil liberties in the northwest of the country, thus seeking better life conditions. 

The economic bloom and stability in Marib were perceived as driving factors to why many 

Yemenis chose Marib, formerly a governorate of around 250,000 inhabitants as of late 2014, 

according to the World Bank. This means that Marib’s population doubled by over 10-fold since 

the Houthi coup d’état on 21 September 2014.  

Despite internal migration and sharp increase in Marib’s IDP population, the IDPs have received 

limited international humanitarian support, with many international organizations lacking 

operational presence in Marib, where more majority of IDPs continue to live under poor 

displacement conditions. These include shelter, food, medic, access to drinkable water and 

sanitation, psychological and legal support, Hygiene education as well as COVID-19 vaccination 

despite being the single largest host of IDPs nationwide. According to the Executive Unit for the 

Management of IDP Camps in Marib’s internal data, only 243,767 IDPs out of 2,212,992 live 

across 183 camps, with the remaining IDPs (1,969,225) distributed at homes in sub-districts, 

villages, and neighborhoods in the districts of Al-Madinah and Al-Wadi. 

To illustrate the depth of humanitarian needs and crisis, more than 55% of IDPs in al-Jafina camp 

(see figure 1 above) – which hosts more than 70,000 IDPs and is the largest IDP camp across 

Yemen – require health services, and more than 50% require some form of shelter, education, and 

sanitation support. The over-populated nature of al-Jafina camp, due to limited external 

humanitarian support despite the support extended by Marib’s local authority (which manages 

three wars: development, displacement, and Houthi attacks), require timely mobilization of 

resources and humanitarian re-planning. Extreme poverty and transportation issues, aside from the 

dire need to help families, have been among the reasons why many young, displaced boys and 

girls lack access to primary schooling. Overall, the humanitarian situation in Marib is extremely 

dire and require timely international humanitarian support. 

What is happening in Marib? 

Since late 2014, the Iran-backed Houthi militias have been fighting in Marib and their attacks have 

only intensified since February 2021, immediately after the United States (US) revoked the 

Foreign Terrorist Organization (FTO) designation against the terrorist militias. Emboldened by the 

decision and driven by Iran’s malign agenda 

in the region, the Houthi militias, in 

cooperation with Tehran and its transnational 

network of proxy militias, have adopted 

barbaric tactics to punish civilian 

communities in and around Marib 

governorate, including by directly shelling 

civilian targets, such as mosques, schools and 

private properties, and displacement camps 

using rockets, ballistic missiles and drones. In 

2021, the Houthis fired more than 100 

ballistic missiles at civilian targets in Marib, 

killing and injuring more than a thousand 

civilians, including women and children.  Source: Marib local authority (2021) 

Figure 2: The House of Marib's Governor hit by 

Houthi Ballistic Missiles 
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In October 2021 for instance, the Houthi militias fired three missiles at al- Rawdhah residential 

neighborhood in Marib, killing 3 children and a woman and injuring 33 others, and in November, 

a Houthi missile hit a school and a mosque, causing at least 29 civilian casualties. The US State 

Department then clearly said “these [Houthi] actions exacerbate Yemen’s humanitarian crisis, 

which has already reached historic proportions.” In June 2021, the National Committee to 

Investigate Alleged Violations to Human Rights (NCIAVHR) paid an inspection and assessment 

visit to the targeted sites in the downtown of Marib city, where 10 people were killed and 25 more 

were injured, including women and children, by Houthi militias' ballistic missile and laden- 

explosives drones. The committee interviewed eyewitnesses, visited the site and saw the damage 

caused by two Houthi ballistic missiles and two booby-trapped drones.   

Figure 3: Photo of Layan, the five-year old child burned to death by a Houthi ballistic missile in 

June 2020 

 

 

Unceasing hostilities of the Iran-backed Houthi militias deliberately targeting the most vulnerable 

civilians, including at IDP camps, have been the single leading cause to the deterioration of the 

displacement crisis in the governorate. On 24 November 2021, Human Rights Watch condemned 

deliberate Houthi targeting of IDP camps, which indisputably violates international humanitarian 

conflict and the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights, including the right to live with 

dignity. Between February and March 2021, the Houthi militias, using artillery and heavy direct-

fire weapons, deliberately bombed several IDP camps, including al-Zour camp, Lafj al-Melh 

camp, Thanat al-Sawabin, and Thanat al-Haial camps. According to UN reports, this forced more 

than 30,000 IDPs to displace again towards Marib city and al-Wadi area as a result, but also 

doubled the pressure on the existing IDP camps, many of which are over-populated and received 

limited international support, as well as public services, humanitarian needs, and the host 

community.  

Furthermore, the Houthi militias imposed a siege on al-Abdiya district, thus denying more than 

35,000 civilians access to food, medic and basic life necessities, as per UNSC reports. Such brutal 

Houthi siege, an inhumane war crime according to Rule 53 (“The use of starvation of the civilian 

population as a method of warfare is prohibited”) of Customary International Humanitarian Law 

(IHL), shows how the Houthi militias use starvation as a systematic tactic to punish and kill 

civilians, denying civilians the basic right to live.  

Source: Open source (2020)  
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Although Marib’s local authority, led by the Governor and Member of the Presidential Leadership 

Council Sheikh Sultan al-Aradah, and a few international organizations extended protection and 

humanitarian assistance for IDPs, the Houthis have pursued systematic approaches to displace 

hundreds of thousands, thus forcing them to displace many times and lose many services. As a 

result, many regional and international states, along the United Nations Security Council, have 

repeatedly condemned in the strongest terms unceasing Iran-backed, large-scale Houthi offensive 

targeting the largest host of IDPs in Yemen, Marib, where the Houthi militias incurred an estimated 

minimum of 14,700 casualties between June and November 2021 and since February 2021, an 

estimated total of 30,000 causalities, most of whom are children under the age of 18.  

What should be done to improve the IDP situation in Marib? 

To avert further waves of humanitarian displacement and considering that humanitarian 

programming has shown signs of failure to accommodate the rising humanitarian needs in Marib, 

the largest home to IDPs nationwide, there are several urgent recommendations, that if 

implemented would improve living conditions for IDPs. These include, but not limited to: 

1. Increased and coordinated international humanitarian operations in Marib: 

International humanitarian organizations are highly urged to expand their operations and 

double down on their commitments to Marib, where less than 10 international humanitarian 

agencies currently have active presence, in close coordination with Marib’s authority, the 

IDP Unit and local Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs). 

 

2. High-level field visits: To get a realistic sense of the humanitarian needs and challenges 

the IDPs and the local authority face, UN agencies and INGOs should build on the visits 

of the Swedish Envoy for Yemen, UN Resident Humanitarian Coordinator by visiting IDPs 

camps in Marib. This will allow developing a holistic overview of the depth of the 

displacement crisis and explore ways to mobilize resources to offset the shortcomings and 

mitigate further exacerbation of the crisis. 

 

3. Establishment of an independent Marib humanitarian cluster: Given the scale of 

humanitarian needs and IDP population it hosts (a minimum of 2.1 million IDPs), the 

governorate of Marib should be an independent humanitarian hub to focus efforts, tackle 

the crisis more effectively and efficiently and deploy further resources proportional to local 

humanitarian needs. 

 

4. Expand support for the local authority of Marib: UN agencies and the international 

community are highly urged to broaden and deepen support for Marib’s authority, 

including by coordinating efforts in the domains of mobilization of aid, public services, job 

creation, development and security to support the local infrastructure and stability serving 

the largest IDP population in Yemen. 

 

5. Disrupt Houthi militia’s financial and military network: The United States, the EU and 

the UK can support disrupting the Houthis’ war effort that threaten more than 2 million of 

IDPs in Marib and civilians across borders by upping the scope of targeted sanctions, so as 

to curtail Houthi financial networks, flow of Iranian arms and logistical supplies. 
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