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   October in Review
 

▪ On the 58th anniversary of the 14 October 

Revolution, the President of Yemen H.E. Mr. 

Abd-Rabbuh Mansour Hadi reaffirmed 

commitment to just peace processes, support for 

government efforts eyeing recovery and stability 

and the importance of defeating the Iran-backed 

Houthi militia’s aggression in Marib. President 

Hadi said: “Peace in Yemen has been killed by the 

Houthi militias and the unlimited Iranian support 

against which the world stands immobile, turning 

peace efforts day after another in the minds of our 

Yemeni people into intangible efforts and 

statements that don't put an end to terrorism, nor 

prevent more killing and destruction. That only 

achieves reckless militias' goals." 

 

▪ Prime Minister Dr Maeen Abdul Malik Saeed 

received, in the interim capital Aden, several 

European ambassadors accompanied by the 

Swedish Envoy, who collectively renewed the 

EU’s position supportive of the government, its 

return to Aden and ongoing efforts aimed at 

protecting state institutions, addressing economic 

& service delivery challenges & implementing 

the outstanding components of the Riyadh 

Agreement. The delegation affirmed that their 

visit is a clear expression of support to the 

Yemeni government and its people in the face of 

challenges, pointing that international 

humanitarian aid must go beyond humanitarian 

fields to include the economy and recovery. 

 

▪ Prime Minister Dr Maeen Abdul Malik Saeed met 

with his Egyptian Counterpart in Cairo, discussed 

bilateral relations, threats to Arab and maritime 

security as well as the reactivation of sectoral 

cooperation between the two friendly countries. 

 

 The Monthly Briefing 
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▪ Sustained barbaric Houthi attacks in Marib’s 

southern districts, coupled with the siege of al-

Abdiyah district, displaced more than 55,000 

IDPs (8,000 families) to the desert. Civilians are 

now displaced for one more time.  Earlier this 

month, the Minister of Foreign Affairs and 

Expatriates H.E. Dr. Ahmed Awadh bin Mubarak 

called on the UN Secretary-General to assume its 

international obligations of protecting civilians 

and spare civilians “the scourge of war and the 

direct targeting of guided ballistic missiles and heavy 

weapons.” However, the international community 

did little beyond reproducing condemnation 

statements. Unceasing attacks of the Iran-backed 

Houthi militia must be halted and reversed to 

prevent further large-scale waves of IDP 

displacement. A major disruption to humanitarian 

programming is highly likely to occur should 

international inaction continue. 

  

▪ On 16 October, the US condemned sustained 

Houthi militia’s escalation in Marib, “which 

demonstrates a flagrant disregard for the safety 

of civilians.  The Houthis are obstructing 

movement of people and humanitarian aid, 

preventing essential services from reaching the 

35,000 residents of Abdiya. Their actions add to 

an already dire humanitarian situation and have 

caused even more Yemenis to become internally 

displaced …. We call on the Houthis to stop their 

offensive on Marib, and listen to the urgent calls from 

across Yemen and the international community to 

bring this conflict to an end and support a UN-led 

inclusive peace process.” 

▪ The Yemeni Coalition for Monitoring Human 

Rights Violations (RASD) documented that the 

Houthis killed and injured a number of 2,032 

people in the city of Marib, including 294 

children, 132 women and 104 old men, through 

deliberate targeting of populated neighborhoods 

and camps of the displaced. The report is readable 

here. On October 3, the Iranian-backed Houthi 

militia fired 3 ballistic missiles at the civilian 

neighborhood of al-Rawdhah in Marib, killing 

and injuring a minimum of 29 civilians, mostly 

children and women, in repetitive flagrant 

disregard of their right to live peacefully like the 

rest of civilians across the world. This terrorist 

pursuit, along many others each month 

throughout 2021, reaffirms the Houthi bloody-

thirsty nature, militia’s unethical and unlawful 

conduct of warfare and continued violations of 

International Humanitarian Law. 

▪ USAID Administrator Samantha Power 

condemned the Houthi militia’s blackmailing of 

the international community over the hostage 

tanker of FSO Safer. “The Houthis must stop 

negotiating in bad faith with the international 

community and act immediately to prevent 1.1 

million barrels of oil from contaminating the Red 

Sea—this would be 4x the Exxon Valdez spill & 

have horrible consequences, including for food 

and water in the area, Samantha said. 

▪ The Minister of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates 

H.E. Dr. bin Mubarak received a copy of the 

credentials of the new Norwegian Ambassador, 

H.E. Thomas Lid Ball, and discussed the current 

state of affairs in Yemen and the region. 
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▪ In Al-Masna area, east of Al-Hali District in 

Hodeida, a Houthi-laid mine exploded, thus 

killing a 31-year, seven-month pregnant woman 

while grazing sheep, thus causing the amputation 

of both of her legs. Human Rights Organizations 

and activists have repeatedly and urgently called 

on the United Nations Mission in Hodeida to 

assume its duties in demining all Hodeida to 

protect civilians, including the most vulnerable. 

▪ In an official letter to the UNSC, the Republic of 

Yemen’s Permanent Representative to the UN 

strongly condemned the Houthis’ ballistic missile 

attack, making clear that “turning a blind eye to 

the atrocities and massacres committed by the 

Iran-backed Houthi militias and failing to name 

perpetrators will embolden the militias to 

continue their crimes and violations against 

civilians, including children, women and IDPs.” 

▪ At the Non-Alignment Movement’s Conference 

in Belgrade, FM Bin Mubarak criticized Iran’s 

interference in Yemeni affairs, including by 

arming their Houthi proxy, and articulated the 

Government of Yemen’s support for peace 

efforts. H.E. called for more robust, credible 

mechanisms to halt Iranian malign activities. 

 

▪ During the EU visit to Aden, Dutch Ambassador 

to Yemen H.E. Peter Derrek-Hof visited the 

Female Police Academy and the Yemeni Mine 

Action authority given support dedicated for 

police reform and mine clearance in Yemen. 

 

▪ PM Dr Maeen received the UN Special Envoy in 

the interim capital, Aden, discussed the envoy’s 

vision for sustainable peace, and exchanged 

views on ongoing efforts. During the meeting, the 

PM reaffirmed the Government of Yemen’s 

commitment to durable peace, pointing that the 

path is clear, mainly through the three references 

for peace, and the importance of supporting the 

economy to alleviate the humanitarian suffering. 

 

▪ Shortly after shelling the house of Sheikh Adbul 

Latif Al-Qebli by ballistic missiles in al-Joubah 

district in Marib, which killed two of his sons and 

caused more than a dozen of causalities, the Iran-

backed Houthi militias launched ballistic missile 

attacks at a civilian neighborhood in Taiz and Dar 

al-Hadeeth Center in Marib, killing and injuring 

more than 60 civilians. Only credible pressure 

would put an end to Houthi atrocities in Yemen! 

Yemen cannot bear further Houthi terrorism. 
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