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   May in Review
 

▪ The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Dr. Ahmed Bin 

Mubarak, paid a visit to the Russian Federation 

and met with high-level officials. Part of a series 

of meetings, Mr. Bin Mubarak held talks with the 

Russian FM, H.E. Sergey Lavrov, discussing 

ways to boost bilateral relations, the peace 

prospects in view of continued Houthi escalations 

against UN, international and regional efforts, 

and Russia’s important role. 

 

▪ In a phone call with the PM, the Governor of 

Marib Shiekh Sultan al-Arada reassured the 

leadership and Yemeni public that Marib is 

invincible and will thwart hostile Houthi assaults, 

as it has done since the new offensive reignited in 

February 2021. H.E. said: "The Houthis will not 

reach it," reaffirming "our cause … to end the 

coup and restore the state." 

▪ A few days later, Prime Minister Dr. Maeen 

Abdul Malik Saeed visited the governorate of 

Marib, which has repelled Houthi attacks, 

protected the largest IDP population countrywide, 

and met with the Marib local authority, led by al-

Aradah, the Defense Minister and the Chief of 

Staff. The PM underscored the prominent role 

Marib’s leadership, both at the local authority and 

tribes, has played in defending the very ideals of 

the Yemeni Republic, improving social cohesion, 

and supporting service delivery efforts. 

 

▪ The leader of the terrorist Houthi militia 

disbursed financial grants to his supporters in 

Sa’adah while denying public servants their 

salaries for over three years. This is one form of 

deliberate starvation. Giving people salaries for 

the work they do is a right, not a luxury. It is, 

however, unsurprising that militias value loyalty 

over fundamental rights of the people. 

▪ On 8-9 May, the U.S. Navy announced 

intercepting a large-scale Iranian cache of arms 

destined for the Houthis. Smuggled arms 

included “dozens of advanced Russian-made 

anti-tank guided missiles; 1000s of Chinese Type 

56 assault rifles; 100s of PKM machine guns, 

sniper rifles & rocket-propelled grenades 

 The Monthly Briefing 
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launchers.” The Iranian regime continues to fuel 

conflict dynamics in Yemen, violate the arms 

embargo imposed by United Nations Security 

Resolution Council 2216 (2015), and threaten 

Yemen’s and regional security, but we and our 

partners continue to monitor, intercept and 

prevent the flow of illegal arms coming from Iran. 

 

▪ Al-Masdar Online published a detailed study on 

Iran’s arms smuggling network in Yemen, via 

land and sea, despite the arms embargo enforced 

by the United Nations Verification and Inspection 

Mechanism (UNVIM) and the Arab Coalition. 

The map below illustrates key routes and tactics 

identified. 

 

▪ The U.S. House Affairs Committee, following 

U.S. Special Envoy’s April Briefing, released a 

statement affirming that “the ongoing Houthi 

assault on Marib is a catastrophe that threatens 

to further exacerbate the devastating 

humanitarian crisis in Yemen,” before calling on 

“the Houthis to immediately end this siege.” 

▪ The U.S. State Department Spokesperson also 

urged “the international community to increase 

pressure on the Houthis to agree to an immediate 

nationwide ceasefire.” 

▪ On the World Press Freedom Day, the 

International Observatory of Human Rights 

published documentary videos with Yemeni 

journalists recently released from Houthi prisons 

over nothing  but being journalists. 

 A former detainee testified: “I was beaten on 

the neck and the stomach barbarically. I was 

forced to stand for several hours sometimes 

on the foot and had to raise my both tightened 

hands up with blindfolded.” 

 Another added: “During integration, we 

were assaulted and physically tortured.” 

▪ In show of further systematic targeting of women, 

the Houthi militia further terrorized Intisar al-

Hamamadi, whom they forcibly kidnapped in 

Sana’a more than 90 days ago. Amnesty 

International said the Houthi plan to “subject 

actress and model Intisar al-Hammadi to a forced 

"virginity test" … amounts to torture under 

international law.” The Houthis are not trying to 

impose their moral order, but they have been 

systematically denying women work, basic civic 

and human rights, and further alienating their role 

across the walks of life. 

 Judge Qotran, who with a group of civil 

society figures visited Intisar in detention, 

revealed that Intisar told them: “When they 

arrested us, they blindfolded me, and affixed 

our thumbs on papers that we do not know 

what they are, and took us to see several 

houses. They asked us to drink and rest with 

the people of those houses.” Not odd, this 

incident resonates well with existing patterns 

of sexual assault and violence charges 

committed by the Houthi militia, including 

their Central Investigation Directorate. 

▪ Upon return from Marib, PM Dr. Maeen Saeed 

toured Sa’youn city and inspected the flood-
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caused damage in Wadi Hadramawt. The PM, 

accompanied by the Interior Minister, the Health 

Minister and Hadramawt Deputy Governor, met 

with citizens and listened to their needs, including 

services, development projects and humanitarian 

essentials. PM Dr. Maeen also announced initial 

allocation of 2 billion Yemeni Riyal to support 

flood-affected citizens in Hadramawt, including 

to aid the reconstruction of damaged houses. 

 

▪ On 8 May, the first shipment of the Saudi fuel 

grant arrived at Aden Port to aid power generation 

ahead of summer.  It contained 78,000 metric tons 

of fuel and is part of a broader package estimated 

at 1,260,850 metric tons and valued at $422 

million. 

▪ The  Minister of Foreign Affairs Dr. Ahmed 

Awadh Bin Mubarak  condemned in the strongest 

terms the Israeli Occupation Forces’ storming of 

al-Aqsa Mosque and brutal targeting of 

Palestinians, most notably worshippers during the 

holy month of Ramadan, demanding the 

International Community to put an end to Israeli 

violations but also shoulder its responsibility in 

protecting and securing the rights of the 

Palestinian people. The statement also reaffirmed 

the Republic of Yemen’s staunch, long-standing 

position to the Arab-Palestinian cause, and a just 

solution to the dispute. 

▪ The UK Minister for the Middle East and North 

Africa, James Cleverly, commended the 

constructive engagement of the Yemeni 

Government. During a meeting with the Yemeni 

Foreign Minister, Mr. Cleverly said: “The 

Government of Yemen’s cooperation with the UN 

Special Envoy to end the terrible conflict is 

encouraging.” Minister Cleverly also reaffirmed 

that further “implementation of the Riyadh 

Agreement remains vital.”  

▪ The PM met with U.S. Special Envoy for Yemen 

Timothy Lenderking and discussed recent 

developments, peace efforts, the ongoing Houthi 

militia’s offensive on Marib and the international 

community’s responsibility to impose credible 

pressure on the Houthis. They also discussed the 

role of Iran, including its illicit arms endangering 

thousands of civilians and IDPs, as well as 

regional neighbors. For his part, Lenderking 

lauded the Republic of Yemen Government’s 

supportive position of political solutions to bring 

about peace in Yemen, and called on the Houthis 

to cease attacks on Marib, the safe haven to over 

2 million IDPs. 

 

▪ The Foreign Minister discussed current de-

escalation proposals, the Houthi’s inflexible 

position and their continued military campaigns 

against Marib with the Ambassador of the 

Kingdom of the Netherlands to Yemen. Their 

excellencies also talked about the prospects of 

enhancing bilateral cooperation, re-expressed 

grave concern over the looming disaster of FSO 
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Safer the Houthi militia hold as a hostage to 

blackmail the international community and 

regional neighbors, and other issues of interest. 

▪ The Electricity and Energy Minister and Deputy 

Hadramawt Governor for Wadi and Desert 

Affairs inaugurated the foundation stone to build 

the 132 power transmission tower installations 

(Khairir-Qaryo), with a length of 27 km and 

operational capacity of 2*80 MVA. 

 

▪ In al-Durayhimi, south to the city of Hodeida, the 

Houthi militia fired a drone on al-Taif Market, a 

public market populated with ordinary civilians, 

killing a minimum of one civilian and injuring 

five others. The Minister of Information 

condemned the attack and called on the UN 

Special Envoy to hold the Houthis accountable to 

the principle of the Stockholm Agreement, which 

remains far from fulfilled or honored. 

▪ U.S. State Secretary Anthony Blinken announced 

imposing sanctions on “two senior Houthi 

commanders who pose a threat to peace efforts 

and whose actions are worsening the 

humanitarian crisis in Yemen,” including failing 

to cease sustained attacks on Marib. 

▪ Amnesty International published a new report 

titled ‘Yemen: Detainees tortured and arbitrarily 

detained for years then forced into exile upon 

release.’ The report, which interviewed 12 former 

detainees, further unearths how the Houthi militia 

used arbitrary detainees as “political pawns” and 

applied inhumane means of violence, including 

torture. Excerpts from the report: 

 “The Houthis beath detainees with steel rods, 

electric cables, weapons and other objects, 

placed them in stress positions, hosed them 

with water, repeatedly threatened to kill them 

or detained them in solitary confinement for 

periods ranging between 20 days and several 

months,” Amnesty International said.  

 They also threatened the detainees’ parents. 

One former detainee told Amnesty: “The 

interrogator and others in the room 

threatened to shoot me. Threatened to kill my 

parents. They wanted me to name other 

journalists and students who covered anti-

Huthi news… They threatened to … remove 

my nails one by one.” 

 He added: “I heard the sound of a gunshot in 

the background. I imagined being hit by a 

bullet. They kicked me and pushed me in to 

the hole. I fell on my face. My nose started 

bleeding and I could taste the blood. I started 

crying and thinking of my children because I 

was sure they were going to bury me alive. I 

was begging them to kill me first. The same 

man was saying ‘we will bury you here and 

your family will never know where you are.”  

▪ In Adad, Ain District, 250KM west to Shabwa’s 

capital, Ataq, local residents celebrated the 

installation of power connection in Adad for the 

first time. The local authority, led by Governor 

Mohammed Bin Adio, continues to enhance 

service delivery in the governorate, including 

rural areas. 
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