
 

 

 February 2021 

   February in Review 
 

▪ After approving the cabinet’s annual program, 

PM Dr. Maeen Abdulmalik chaired the Supreme 

Committee for Fuel Marketing, discussed ways to 

enhance and reform the sector and reviewed 

commendable progress on the construction of the 

new $54 million worth, 82-KM pipeline 

connecting Jannat Hunt Sector with West Ayyad. 

H.E. was also briefed on the needs to expand al-

Nashima Port’s storage capacity and maintain 

relevant infrastructure. 

▪ COVAX vaccine-sharing facility announced an 

initial allocation of 2.3 million COVID-19 

vaccines for Yemen, mainly financed by the King 

Salman Humanitarian Aid and Relief Centre, to 

ensure equitable vaccine access in developing 

countries. A week later, PM Maeen chaired a 

meeting with the Health Ministry to discuss 

vaccination and vaccine acquisition strategies. 

 

▪ A high-level European delegation, led by the 

Ambassador of the EU, visited the interim capital, 

Aden to support the Government of Yemen. The 

EU delegation expressed political support for the 

Government, reiterated condemnation over the 

Iranian-backed Houthi missile attack on Aden 

International Airport, met with Yemeni officials, 

and engaged with the civil society and 

International Organizations, including youth and 

women. 

▪ PM Maeen refuted the claims made by UNSC 

Panel of Experts’ Report, in its financial section, 

on the Central Bank of Yemen’s management of 

the Saudi Deposit, affirming it’s flawed and 

unfounded, requiring thorough reconsideration. 

▪ Shortly after U.S. State Secretary announced 

intent to revoke the Houthi FTO designation, the 

Houthi militias relaunched a large-scale offensive 

on Marib – home to 7.5% of Yemen’s population 

and more than 2 million IDPs, and until late 

February, fired more than 20 ballistic missiles on 

residential neighborhoods in Marib, killing and 

injuring dozens civilians and violating IHL. 

▪ Although the Armed Forces and Popular Tribal 

Resistance exhibited defensive resilience and 

thwarted unceasing Houthi malign 

reinforcements, Houthi attacks, which resulted in 

an estimated minimum of 1,000 casualties, left 

heavy humanitarian costs, according to the 

Executive Unit for IDPs Camps, including by: 

 Displacing more than 12,000 IDPs for 

a second and third time; 

 Directly shelling al-Zour camp, 

Dhanna Al-Sawabin and Dhanna Al-

Hayal Camps, storming al-Zour camp 

and burning several homes on 

February 14, and using stranded IDP 

families at Sawabin as human shields; 

 Indiscriminately targeting residential 

neighborhoods in Western Marib. 

 The Monthly Briefing 
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▪ After visiting Aden, including Houthi-hit Aden 

Airport, the Ambassador of the Netherlands to 

Yemen, H.E. Peter-Derrek Hof, reaffirmed 

commitment to supporting the new Unity 

Government in enhancing services and reiterated 

the importance of peace talks with the Houthi 

“radical rebels” – in a NOS Radio interview. 

▪ On February 10, the Houthis, emboldened by 

U.S.’ latest moves, claimed responsibility for a 

drone and missile attack on Abha Airport in Saudi 

Arabia, which partly damaged a civilian aircraft, 

and ever-since increased cross-border attacks in 

tandem with assaults on Marib to deepen damage. 

▪ In the midst of Houthi attacks, Marib hosted its 1st 

Book Fair organized by the General Book 

Authority, reiterating the importance of education 

for recovery, reconstruction and development, 

and underscoring the values upon which the 

Yemeni government stands on. On the contrary, 

the Houthis run systematic indoctrination and 

recruitment campaigns of children at schools. 

Since their coup d’état in September 2014, the 

Houthis have been responsible for the recruitment 

of more than 30,000 children as child soldiers, 

violating International Humanitarian Law, and 

the 1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

▪ In Shabwa, the Governor signed an MOU with al-

Tawasal Foundation for Humanitarian 

Development to equip Ataq Hospital with 

Emergency Equipment under ‘Kuwait with you” 

initiative, and inspected construction progress of 

the 120KM Na’adha-Al-Obailat-Al-Salim Road. 

To construct this strategic road, which will ease 

connectivity and reduce transportation costs, the 

local authority allocated $16 million from local 

share of fuel revenues. 

 

▪ Following his return from the Arab League 

Special Session, FM Dr. Ahmed Awadh Bin 

Mubarak met with US Special Envoy, Timothy 

Lenderking, and UN Special Envoy, Martin 

Griffiths. Aside from calling the envoys to apply 

pressure on the Houthi militias, noting recent 

developments as signs of defiance and poor 

commitments, H.E. reaffirmed the Government 

of Yemen’s commitment to sustainable peace that 

benefits all Yemenis. By late February, the FM 

started a shuttle trip to Gulf capitals – before 

heading to western capitals. 

▪ On February 17, Hezbollah Leader Hassan 

Nasrallah publicly endorsed the Houthi offensive 

on Marib, affirming they are determined to 

capture the resource-rich region even if they 

sacrifice thousands of fighters. This again shows 

that the Houthis are integral to Iran’s ‘Axis 

Resistance’ and pursue Iran’s malign agenda. 

▪ After failing to capture Marib in days as 

promised, a senior Houthi militia leader, 

Mohammed al-Bukhaiti, utilized more sectarian 

discourse to mobilize and recruit youth at a public 

university in Dhamar province, claiming that God 

ordered the Houthis to invade Marib, among 
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https://marib-gov.com/news_details.php?sid=2929&lng=english
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others. Such claim only unearths to the 

international community how backward the 

Houthi militia is, and their death-based ideology. 

▪ In his 18 February Briefing to the UNSC, UN 

Special Envoy for Yemen, Mr. Martin Griffiths, 

made clear that “the conflict in Yemen has taken 

a sharp escalatory turn with Ansar Allah’s 

[Houthi rebels’] most recent offensive in Marib 

governorate.” He added: “I have condemned this 

many times since early last year when this 

offensive operation started.” This reflects 

unchanged hostile Houthi intentions and the need 

to rethink our approach to cease-fire discussions 

and peace processes. 

▪ During the same UNSC briefing, the Under 

Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and 

Emergency Relief Coordinator, Mark Lowcock, 

called “Yemen’s partners to work urgently with 

the Government to devise a workable programme 

for foreign-exchange injections, which includes 

the necessary safeguards or oversight 

mechanisms. Foreign-exchange injections will 

also by the way allow the payment of some of the 

delayed salaries of key workers,” having 

explained that “the quickest way again to help 

people who have income in Yemen to afford food 

again is to bring down the exchange rate to more 

sustainable levels. And the way it was done before 

is through the provision of foreign-exchange 

injections. And if they managed properly, they 

could do the same again.” 

▪ On February 21, the Human Rights 

Undersecretary and member of the Government 

of Yemen’s Prisoners Swap Committee, Maged 

Fadhael, held the Houthis responsible for the 

collapse of the fifth ‘Prisoners Swap’ supervisory 

meeting, citing they perceive little-to-no utility in 

implementing the Amman Agreement (3) in view 

of recent developments, internally and externally. 

▪ Recent Houthi escalations inside and outside 

Yemen – before and after the FTO designation’s 

reversal – clearly show that diplomacy must go 

hand in hand with military tools. Diplomacy 

alone, as evident by Houthi malign actions, 

allows militias to gain time and space to increase 

attacks, which undermine sustainable peace 

processes and amplify threats to regional security. 

▪ In continuation of efforts to increase coordination 

and cooperation with local authorities, PM Maeen 

held an e-meeting with several governors and 

discussed ways and means to enhance control of 

revenues, anti-corruption, integration of central 

and decentral procedures and support for Marib. 

▪ On the International Day of Justice, Adalah 

Foundation for Legal Development convened the 

first national-level Model United Nations (MUN) 

Conference, bringing together 100 of youth from 

across Yemen to Hadramawt, 50% of which were 

women. MUN Yemen, a conference held during 

wartime, sought to equip youth with UN working 

mechanisms, build their soft skills, offer a 

conducive space to discuss issues of justice, 

economic prosperity and cultural heritage in a 

diplomatic manner, deepen youth civic 

engagement and allow them to look to the future. 

 

      

 

▪ In late February, the Public Health Ministry 

approved the use of the UK’s AstraZeneca 

vaccine in Yemen, paving the way to make first 

batch orders. 
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▪ Consistent with the entire international 

community’s strong condemnations of the 

terrorist Houthi escalations in Marib and on Abha 

Airport in Saudi Arabia, the UNSC adopted 

Resolution 2564 (2021) on 25 February and 

clearly: 

 Renewed targeted sanctions pursuant 

to UNSC Resolutions 2140 and 2216; 

 Sanctioned Houthi chief of Central 

Investigation Department, Sultan 

Zabin, over Gender-Based Violence 

crimes; 

 Strongly condemned Houthi attacks 

on Marib and Saudi territories; 

 Held the Houthi militias fully 

responsible over any damage or leak 

from FSO Safer Oil Tanker, 

demanding access for UNOPS 

technical team to avert multifaceted 

threat in the Red Sea; 

 Applauded progress in the Riyadh 

Agreement and called for its full 

implementation; 

 Renewed the tenure of the Panel of 

Experts for another year. 

 

▪ On February 28, UK Foreign Secretary 

Dominic Raab condemned Houthi attacks 

inside and outside Yemen. H.E. tweeted: “The 

UK condemns the latest Houthi missile and 

drone attacks targeted at Saudi Arabia and 

Marib. These put innocent lives at risk,  and 

show that those responsible are not serious 

about peace, let alone protecting the Yemeni 

people.” His excellency’s statement clearly 

acknowledges that the Houthis are neither 

serious about peace, nor have incentives to 

engage constructively in peace processes. 

 

▪ In an official funeral on February 28, Marib 

Governor, the Defense Minister and local 

officials mourned the heroic death of the 

Special Forces Commander in Marib, Bri. 

Gen. Abdulghani Shu’lan, and his comrades – 

Col. Nawfal al-Houri and Lt. Col. Amjad Al-

Selwi – while defending the city, republican 

values and millions of civilians against 

Iranian-backed hostile Houthi incursions. 
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