March 2021

A deeper look at
Co-Creating Eco-Habitats..
Organo Newsletter

March 2021

Lessons from Saptha Patha
Part 2 - Water
Water conservation must be a
collective action
At Naandi, one of the goals was to create a
water-balanced community. This means that
the annual water consumption must be less
than the total yearly rainfall falling on the
community. The other associated goal was to
ensure all water that falls on the site either gets
stored or is sent underground to recharge deep
aquifers. To achieve this, various techniques
such as trenches, contour trenches, bio-swales,
recharge/injection bore wells, bore chargers,
percolation pits and other systems.

We have seen the water level in the bore wells
rise for the first two years because of these
efforts. But in the past few years, it started to
decline again. We realized that land
developments and activities happening in the
surrounding areas significantly impact
groundwater availability. No matter how
reasonable our efforts are to improve the
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groundwater table, the deciding factor is how
responsibly or irresponsibly groundwater is
used in the surrounding areas. The best
possible alternative is to store rainwater as
much as possible for the community's water
security.
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Storing water in large ponds
Although storing water is the best alternative,
are ponds with a large surface area a good
idea?
One of the rainwater-harvesting structures at
Naandi was the central pond. Although it looks

There was a lot of effort to make this pond, be it
the scientific analysis or research or studies.
But evaporation losses are directly related to
the amount of exposed surface area. And this
pond was wider than it was deep, which meant
a lot of evaporation loss.
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beautiful, the effectiveness is not as great as we
have anticipated.
The pond would be empty half the time,
especially during the summer months, due to
the dry climate ruining even its visual appeal.

A better strategy would have been to dig
deeper and restrict the amount of exposed
surface area and/or cover it with solar panels to
reduce evaporation losses.
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Organo Et School
Workshop on Sustainable
Entrepreneurship at
Sreenidhi International School
Over the years, experiential learning has
proven to have a wide range of benefits that
contribute to a child's development. It provides
a solid foundation for understanding different
approaches and responses to learning. On 8
March 2021, Organo Et School conducted a
workshop for grade 6 students of Sreenidhi
International School on Sustainable
Entrepreneurship. The workshop's purpose
was to help children learn about Sustainable
Entrepreneurship, mentor, support, and equip
them with the necessary skills to set them on
the path of becoming our future entrepreneurs.
The large hall had close to 30 children
following all COVID guidelines, with masks and
social distancing. Meena, our in-house expert
in Organo Et School, was the speaker for the
day. She has a keen passion for rurban and
sustainable living, with a primary focus on
mainstreaming sustainability and education on
sustainability to learners of all ages. She helps
design triple-bottom-line businesses and teams
from start-up stages onwards. Meena is an avid
reader and loves all things sustainable and
nature-friendly. The workshop began with
Meena introducing students to
entrepreneurship and moving into other topics
like sustainable entrepreneurship, economic
agent and environment, resource
management, and sustainable practices. As
naturally inquisitive and curious children are,

they asked some fascinating questions they
had and were interested to know more. Meena
answered all their questions with information,
explanations and examples.
As part of resource management, students
engage in a hands-on activity to learn how to
make bio enzymes from kitchen waste.
Creating a bio/garbage enzyme cleaner from
citrus fruits, pineapple, cucumber, and carrot
peels was a very simple step by step process
that the children made followed and finally
made their bio enzymes. We also got the ready
to use bio enzyme for them to smell and get a
feel of it. Children were also given bio enzyme
to carry home to start using to experience its
benefits.
The excited children thanked us for a
workshop like this that inspired them to be
creative and be problem solvers.
We were glad to have conducted a workshop
that both children and teachers found useful
and aligned to their unit of inquiry.
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Organo Et Community

According to the Global Status Report, 2017,
the building and construction sector is
responsible for 39% of all carbon emissions
globally, with operational emissions (from
energy used to heat, cool and light buildings)
accounting for 28%. The remaining 11% comes
from embodied carbon emissions or 'upfront'
carbon associated with materials and
construction processes throughout the whole
building lifecycle.
To put it in perspective, the existing building
causes more harm to the environment than the
new building stock added year on year. With
rapid urbanization across India's major
metropolitan cities, Hyderabad is not very far
away from being the next big metropolis.
Therefore the built environment sector has a
vital role in responding to the climate
emergency, and addressing upfront carbon is a
critical and urgent focus. Especially, existing
residential communities, schools and offices
have an enormous potential to retrofit systems
and technologies, resulting in improved health
and well-being of occupants, optimized
operational expenses, and carbon emissions
reduction.
We at Organo have learnt and unlearnt many
things during our journey of building Rurban
eco-habitats.
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Through our new initiative, Organo Et
Communities (OEC), we aim to spread
awareness on the benefits of green measures &
retrofits to existing communities and help
bridge the gap between technology suppliers
and residents. We realized that developing
Rurban eco-habitats is solving the more
significant problem to a certain extent.
However, we realized that sustainability is a
collective effort and helping other
communities live sustainably would create a
larger impact in minimizing carbon emissions
and improving the residents' health and wellbeing. This is the need of the hour, and there is
a long gap that needs to be filled.
We actively reach out to communities to
understand improvement areas by conducting
a preliminary feasibility study through our inhouse sustainability engineers and architects.
The assessment helps identify the potential for
solar installation on rooftops, converting
balconies, podiums, and terraces into
productive food gardens, minimizing water
consumption through flow fixtures and
improving STP efficiency, etc. We believe this
will provide an impetus for technology
suppliers to provide the right solutions, making
it a win-win for both stakeholders in this value
chain. OEC is open to collaborating with
communities, technology providers, subject
matter experts and sustainability consultants in
this endeavor.
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Rurban Nest Updates
Rurban Nest has reached a significant milestone. The model villa has been completed.

The families have started harvesting their own safe and witnessed food at Rurban Nest.
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World Water Day at Dr. Reddy's Lab
Rakesh Koti sharing the lessons
learnt at Organo
On World Water Day, 22 March, during an
event organized by Dr. Reddy's Lab and
Confederation of India Industry (CII), I enjoyed
being one of the speakers to talk about the
value of water. The purpose of the program
was to share knowledge, lessons and
innovations about water conservation. The
program was attended by various dignitaries
and college students and broadcasted live; it
was an excellent platform to share Organo's
experience on water management.
The underlying intent was how we must value
our precious water resource. It was an
interesting topic because thinking about it,
how do we value our water? During times (and
places) of abundance, the value is meagre.
During times (and places) of drought, the value
is immeasurable.

table could be improved but what we could not
predict was the farmlands around the
community would change.

From my experience, when there is water
scarcity, other things become less important.
Things like growing organic vegetables in your
community and cleaning solar panels regularly
become second priority. Such is the value of
water.

The farmer who was once a firm proponent of
organic farming and water conservation has
converted his land into a cricket ground. The
reason is straightforward. It fetches more
money, and owning a cricket ground has far
more appeal he society than saying he is a
farmer.

From a barren land, Naandi has transformed
into an eco habitat. Through different
techniques such as trenches, contour trenches,
bio-swales, recharge/injection borewells, bore
chargers and percolation pits, the groundwater

Water conservation has various issues that
need to be addressed at ground level, but it is
time to manage them. If we don't fix it, no one
else will.
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The Organo experience

My little adjustments

Varsha Khemani

Meena Tipparaju

Visiting our home at Naandi every weekend is a
special experience for all of us in the family.
Buying a home here has been one of the best
decisions of our life.

I love life at Naandi and moving here has
added immense value to our lives. Besides
living in the midst of nature in a place as
beautiful as this, we also love Naandi for the
sporting facilities it offers. We are all sports
enthusiasts and cannot wait for the weekends
to enjoy a game of badminton or basketball.

Growing and harvesting our own vegetables,
the wide open spaces, the fresh air; we have
simply become addicted to life at Naandi. We
return home rejuvenated, at the end of our visit
each weekend. The sounds of the birds, the
insects and crickets, watching the sunset from
our patio and losing ourselves to nature is so
deeply relaxing.
Besides nature lovers, my husband and I are
both fitness enthusiasts too. While here, we
never miss our early morning or evening runs.
The fresh air is simply perfect for any kind of
fitness activity. When we go back to the city,
we carry along a delicious sense of wellbeing
with us.
I grew up on a farm and my parents-in-law are
from Assam, having spent their childhood in
the midst of greenery and nature. I wanted my
daughter to grow up in a similar environment
too, with nature being an integral part of her
early experiences. When we visited Naandi and
understood it better, all of us resonated with
the philosophy of life here. We could not have
asked for a better childhood home for our
daughter or a more peaceful retreat for the
whole family, barely a few kilometers away
from the city.
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Life is simply beautiful here. There are only a
few minor adjustments that we have had to
make. Compared to the enjoyments, the
adjustments are hardly any!
I am a foodie and would earlier order in quite a
bit. Being a bit away from the city, Swiggy or
other food delivery services do not deliver here.
That is something I have had to make my peace
with. But that is hardly a compromise. We love
the fresh and healthy food that is available
here. Whenever we feel like eating out, we
always have the option since the city is barely a
half hour away.
Getting used to insects crawling inside the
house was another minor adjustment to make.
But that too was not an issue. Living in the
midst of nature entails sharing our space with
other creatures. It is, in fact, a delight to
discover little butterflies and insects that we
would never have seen in the city.
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