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“Why do you look for the living among the dead? 
He is not here; he has risen!” - Luke 24:5-6, NIV 

As we celebrate the joy of Easter 
morning, we must also remember 
the pain and sorrow of Calvary. The 
agony Jesus faced and the fear His 
friends and followers felt when they 
thought all hope was lost.

Many of the people who come 
through our doors also feel like 
hope is lost. They look back on 
their lives and feel nothing but 
brokenness… regret… shame.

But this Easter, they can 
experience the heart-pounding joy 
and love that come through new 
life in Christ! Your support helps us 
share this message of hope all year 
long, but most especially during the 
miraculous Easter season.

The Bible tells us, “And God 
is able to bless you abundantly…” 
(2 Cor. 9:8 NIV). Through your 
gifts to the Mission, you pass on 
those blessings to those who come 
through our doors!

Thanks to caring friends like 
you, this Easter will be a time of 
rejoicing for those who have found 
abundant life in the arms of our 
Risen Savior… and a time to welcome 
anyone in need of everlasting hope.

I pray that you, too, will be filled 
with blessings and peace this Easter!

Dean R. Gartland, M.S.
President/CEO

A Message from DEAN GARTLAND

 

 You can help transform  
hearts and lives! 

Hurting men and women turn to the Mission each day… longing for a second 
chance in life. Today, you can help make their new beginning possible with 
help like:

 A hot meal for $2.26 - often the first step to a new life in Christ 
 An overnight stay in our safe shelter 

 Christ-centered care & healing in our life-change programs 

By giving generously now, our homeless and hungry neighbors will be 
welcomed with food, shelter and care this Easter season!

 Give now using the enclosed reply card and envelope.
 Give online anytime at citymission.org.

Thank you for your support of our Mission residents. Have a blessed Easter!

CELEBRATE EASTER BY CARING
FOR OUR HURTING NEIGHBORS!

2022

Thank you for sharing  
hope & joy this Easter!

The everlasting hope
OF EASTER

20,134 meals

7,982 nights of shelter

541 men, women & 
veterans in our recovery 
programs (on average)

6,112 visits to our Career 
Training & Education 

Center each year

$2.26 for a meal!
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Matt came to Pennsylvania to get away from the 
man he’d become. “I couldn’t look in the mirror 

without cringing. I was trying to outrun myself,” he 
says. 

He’d never really liked himself much, and when 
he was 20, he began numbing his pain with alcohol. 
“When I drank, I didn’t have to be me. I got a vacation 
from myself.”

For more than a decade, addiction controlled 
Matt’s life, further eroding his sense of self-worth and 
robbing him of everything he held dear. “I divorced, 
lost my business and became isolated from anyone 
who meant anything to me. I burned every bridge,” 
he says.

So he came to Pennsylvania to start over, but 
within two weeks he was broke and desperate, sitting 
alone in a hotel room and wondering where to turn. “I 
knew I needed help. Then something came over me. I 
felt led to search for homeless shelters and found 
City Mission.”

Matt entered our Men’s Life Recovery Program, 
where he renewed the commitment he’d made to 
Christ when he was young. “I always knew God 
was there, waiting for me to come home. Now I’ve 

rekindled my personal relationship with Him. I feel 
like I got my friend back.”

Through Christian counseling, work therapy and 
life skills classes, Matt also learned to forgive himself 
and become accountable, responsible and self-
disciplined. “I wouldn’t be half the man I am today 
without the Mission.”

Matt found a job, graduated from the program 
and moved into his own place. He’s married now, 
with a newborn baby and everything he needs to 
continue walking a godly path. “I’m a God-centered 
father, husband, friend, son and productive member of 
society,” he says.

 Your generous support has filled Matt’s life with 
love, encouragement and, most of all, hope this 
Easter season. “I was broken and hopeless, but the 
Mission welcomed me with open arms. It’s a safe haven 
for the broken. Now I’ve been made whole.”

God is in this place.

“I was 
broken and 
hopeless, 
but now I’ve 
been made 
whole.”

“
”



The City Mission Thrift Stores house 
hidden treasures and great bargains. Gently 
used clothing, furniture, household items, 
tools, toys, bikes and so much more!

Your donations – and your purchases 
– not only raise money to support our life-
changing programs, but they provide work 
experience for residents in our recovery 
program and affordable essentials for our 
neighbors in need.

Shop or donate and turn second-hand 
items into a second chance for hopeless and 
hurting people!

For hours and locations of 
our seven stores and donation drop-off 
information, visit  citymission.org/
stores.

Thank you!

City Mission’s iconic 
chapel will have a new 
name on April 12, 2022 at 
5 p.m. as friends gather to 
commemorate “The Porter 
and Peggie Beaver Pillow 
Chapel” with a ceremony at 
the chapel, located at 84 West Wheeling Street.

“We wanted to name the chapel after Mary’s parents, as they were 
such extraordinary people,” said Dr. Mike Crabtree, Vice Chairman of 
City Mission’s Board of Directors. “What better way to honor them 
than through City Mission’s most important facility – its chapel?”

“The spirit of this great Mission matches my parents’ spirit,” 
said Mary Paige Pillow, a recently retired clinical social worker in 
Washington. “What they imparted to my sister and I is gratefulness 
and taking care of others.”

The dedication ceremony will include music, remarks, a ribbon-
cutting, and an unveiling of a bronze commemorative plaque to Porter 
and Peggie Beaver Pillow. A special dinner will follow for guests in the 
City Mission Dining Hall.

Dr. Crabtree, a Washington area clinical psychologist, Professor 
of Psychology at Washington and Jefferson College, and longtime 
researcher of Post Traumatic Stress Disorder in veterans, was also 
a key donor to City Mission’s Crabtree Kovacicek Veteran’s House, 
which was dedicated in July 2018. The house serves as a shelter for 22 
homeless veterans and provides them with special veterans’ therapy 
groups, addiction rehabilitative programs, and a work readiness 
curriculum to move them to independent living.

For further information, contact Judi Kovacicek at 
(724) 222-8530, ext. 289 or jkovacicek@citymission.org.

FIND A BARGAIN
BLESS A LIFE
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Naming Rights for City Mission Chapel Go To Major Donors 
Dr. Michael Crabtree 
and Mary Paige Pillow


