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Thanks to you…

Autumn

has been given a
life-changing gift
this Christmas.

DON’T
MISS...
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Celebrating rebirth this
Christmas.
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“I was in a really
dark place.”
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How you can help
at the holidays

A Message from
DEAN GARTLAND

Celebrating
Christmas
with JOY for
All People
In Luke 2:10, the angel says,
“Behold, I bring you good tidings
of great joy, which shall be to all
people.”
During the Christmas season,
we hear a lot about joy. It has me
thinking about how joy is something
all people can have in their hearts.
This time of year, our greatest joy is
celebrating the birth of our Savior
and the eternal life we have been
freely given.
That joy is what fills our hearts
Christmas morning… and, hopefully,
every day of the year. It’s the same
joy I see on the faces of children,
women, men and veterans who
have come to City Mission and
experienced God’s life-changing love
up close and personal. The joy YOU
help them experience through your
heartfelt prayers and support.
This Christmas, as you reflect on
the “reason for the season,” I hope
you will remember our neighbors
who are hurting. As Autumn’s story
shows, your generosity offers help,
healing and a chance to be held in
the arms of a loving God.
I am continually humbled by the
faithfulness of friends like you who
joyfully bless others. Thank you, and
may God fill your heart with peace
and love.

Share the Joy of Christmas
A delicious holiday meal for our
homeless neighbors…

… STARTS WITH YOU!

As you prepare to celebrate the joy
of Christmas, please remember our
hurting neighbors. It’s been a difficult
year for so many in our community
– and the very best gift you can give
them is the help they need right now!

Just $2.26 provides a meal for one
person.
That meal is often the first step
toward a new life through God’s love.

CAN GIVE
SOMEONE

$2.26

for 1 hot meal

$16.67

for 1 night of
safe shelter

Please Send Your Christmas Gift Today!
tumn’s life!
See how you helped change Au

Year-End Matching Challenge
DOUBLE YOUR HELP!

=

Here’s a huge blessing as we end this year: Thanks to a generous
group of partners, any gift you make until December 31 will be
matched through our $50,000 challenge grant!
That’s right… your gift today doubles to provide twice the food,
shelter and care. And that means twice the hope for many of our
neighbors who are still struggling to get back on their feet.

DEADLINE TO GIVE: 12/31
Dean R. Gartland, M.S.
President/CEO
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Healing
Hope
And a Second
Chance!

 Add your special year-end gift to the reply
card and send it today.
 Give online anytime at citymission.org.

THANK YOU
for doubling your
impact during
our matching
challenge!

“I was
really in
a dark
place.”

R

aised in a dysfunctional family and eventually
placed in foster care, Autumn struggled with
anxiety that prevented her from building
healthy relationships and developing important life
skills. When she had three children of her own and
she and her husband separated, she was unprepared to
care for her little ones by herself.
Living in an area plagued with poverty and crime,
her anxiety escalated, and she began using alcohol to
ease her despair. Soon she realized her destructive
habit only made her family’s situation worse.
“I needed a drastic change,” she says. “But I
knew moving to a different neighborhood wouldn’t
be enough.” When her aunt suggested she seek help
at City Mission, “I put the kids in the car and drove
straight to Washington.”

“When I got to City Mission,
it was awesome!”

After just a month in our care, Autumn’s life has
changed dramatically. Bible study, chapel services
and spiritual guidance are bringing her closer to
God and helping her heal emotionally. Through lifeskills classes like budgeting, along with duties in our
donation center, she’s becoming responsible and
accountable for her actions and choices.
“They’re not doing it for me,” she says, “they’re
giving me the tools and resources I need to walk on
my own.” Most importantly, she’s becoming the loving
mother and role model for her children she never had
as a child.
While Autumn isn’t yet sure what the future
holds, she looks forward to holding a steady job, living
independently and providing a safe and stable life for
her children. She has also vowed to continue her walk
with the Lord.
“I really feel like He guided me here.”
It will be a Christmas filled with joy for Autumn
and her children – and she’s grateful to you for this
wonderful gift of a new beginning. “City Mission
saved my life. It made me a better person and a better
mother. By the time I leave here, it will be a complete
transformation.”
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How YOU Can Help at the Holidays!
GIVE GIFTS FROM OUR ANGEL TREE

November 30 is
Your generous gift to our
ministry will provide life-changing
essentials like meals, shelter and
recovery services to help people
right here in Southwestern
Pennsylvania.

Why Wait? Celebrate
GIVING TUESDAY Now!
 Add your special Giving

Tuesday gift on the reply card
and send it today.

 Give online at 		
citymission.org.

Be an angel to your neighbors in need. City Mission
relies on friends like you to provide Christmas gifts for the
men, women, children and veterans in our care. Select a gift
from their wishlist at Amazon (amazon.com/hz/wishlist/
ls/3OX6HHA1U01LU), or contact Shelley Kubincanek, at (724)222-8530,
ext 282, skubincanek@citymission.org, to select a gift to purchase.

VOLUNTEER AT OUR THRIFT STORES
Our Thrift Stores are still currently understaffed as we work
to gear up after the pandemic. We urgently need volunteers
at all locations, including our donation center, to receive, sort
and organize donated items, as well as help with clean-up
duties and other tasks in support of our hardworking staff.

If you or your group can lend your
helping hands, contact Sheila Coquet at
(724) 705-7137 or scoquet@citymission.org.

Thank you for making this Christmas a time of joy!

Join an extraordinary group of people!
Most people walk into City Mission with just the clothes on their backs. They’re homeless, hungry and have nowhere else to
turn.
A very special group of people who trust in our work have made a commitment to help them. It’s a commitment that says,
“I’ll be there for you… I want to make sure you get the assistance you need!”
These Circle of Bread and Hope partners give monthly to provide the regular support needed to offer meals and shelter
to men, women, children and veterans who are homeless and struggling. To share the love of Christ. And to help those who are
lost and destitute connect with loved ones and return to the community.
You’re invited to become a member of this extraordinary group. To learn more, visit our website at
citymission.org/circle-of-bread-and-hope, or call (724) 222-8530.

