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DON’T 
MISS... 4 Serving Those 

Who Served Us3 “I’m a Person
With Purpose.”2 Love Your 

Neighbor!

Your support 
is giving 
PEDRO 
a second 
chance
and he thanks 
YOU so much!
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Today, I’m a  
person 
with 
purpose.

As a teenager, Pedro says, he was big for 
his age. Longing to fit in, he sought the 

friendship of others who were older and who, 
tragically, led him down a self-destructive path    
of substance abuse.  

Incarcerated at age 19, he spent 16 years in 
prison. When he was released, he worked hard 
and was determined to build a stable life. But 
after his employer shut down due to COVID-19, 
his resolve was shattered.

“I lost all sense of purpose,” he explains. “I 
lost my drive.” In an attempt to fill the void, he 
rekindled old friendships and habits… and his life 
spiraled out of control. Finally, physically ill, emotionally 
broken and on the verge of becoming homeless, he 
reached out to his father for help. A pastor, Pedro’s dad 
was familiar with the Mission’s faith-based outreach, 
and he brought his son to our doors.

Our Life Recovery Program gives people like 
Pedro the guidance, training and resources they 
need to overcome their challenges and lead a new 
life in Christ. Especially important for Pedro was 
the opportunity to focus on his growth, healing and 
relationship with the Lord.

“Before, I was just chasing a habit… chasing work… 
chasing money,” he shares. “The Mission gave me the 
time to stop, listen and concentrate on my sobriety 
and getting my mind together.” In addition, his work 

ethic was restored in our vocational training center 
where he learned new skills and regained his self-
esteem.

When he finishes his program at the mission, 
Pedro plans to return to school for a business 
degree and become an entrepreneur in a field 
that will allow him to make a positive impact on 
his community and those around him. “Once you 
become a Christian, I believe it’s your job to try to 
help other people,” he says.

Pedro is beyond grateful for this second 
chance in life – and says it’s thanks to the love 
you’ve shown for a neighbor like him. “Every time 
you donate to the Mission, you’re saving somebody’s 
life. Because I know the Mission saved mine.”

I came to the Mission and they 
brought me back to life.“

”



The Bible tells us in Mark 12:31 
(ESV), “You should love your neighbor 
as yourself.” In these challenging times, 
as so many around us are hurting, 
those words are especially important.

Many of our neighbors face hunger 
or unemployment… or even greater 
difficulties like homelessness or 
addiction. Some of those who suffer 
most are our veterans – like Thomas, 
whose story appears on Page 4. Your 
heart calls you to give them a hand up 
and show them God’s love.

That’s why I’m thankful for friends 
like YOU. 

The summer months can be 
difficult at the Mission – our general 
expenses during June, July and August 
are $509,000. This includes meals, 
shelter and the costs to provide faith-
based recovery services, including 
those at our Crabtree-Kovacicek 
Veterans House. 

We can’t meet this summer 
challenge without your help!

During these busy months, I hope 
you will remember our homeless 
and struggling neighbors. And as we 
prepare to celebrate our country’s 
independence on July 4, I pray you’ll 
offer an extra measure of support for 
the veterans in our care who have 
given so much for us. They need 
your encouragement, prayers and 
compassion more than ever. 

Thank you for loving your neighbors 
this summer and all year long.

Dean R. Gartland, M.S.
President/CEO
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hundreds of 
hygiene items

countless hours of 
counseling & education

27,386 meals 11,049 beds

life-transforming decisions for Christ

Support our Summer Campaign. Give now at citymission.org!  

A Message from 
DEAN GARTLAND

 

Love Your Neighbor…
And Help Meet Our 
Summer Challenge

We’re grateful for these awesome friends and partners who 
made this year’s event a delectable success:

3 MONTHS OF
Help meet our community’s needs! 

Your gift today provides:

THANK YOU SPONSORS!
Our 27th 

Yummy 

Year!

• DIAMOND •
John & Isabelle 

Holzapfel

Walt & Arlene Turner

Roy Zoog
Dave & Brenda Tenison
Dan & Molly Suhoski

Cynthia Pfrimmer
Pamela T. & 
Jonathon D.

Clark

• PREMIERE • • SILVER •

• WREATH OF •
WEALTH

• GOLD •

Love Your Neighbor!
It starts with a meal for $2.26!

• ANCHOR •

• PLATINUM •

Qual-Tech
Engineers
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The City Mission Thrift Stores offer so many opportunities to 
help people in Southwestern Pennsylvania. Just look at how 
lives are changed through our six stores:

• Residents in our recovery program learn on-the-job training and employment skills
while working here.

• Your local neighbors can shop for the items they need at low prices they can afford.

• All proceeds from items sold at our Thrift Stores go directly to the Mission to
support life-changing programs and services.

Everyone benefits! For store locations, hours and donation drop-off information, 
visit citymission.org/stores. “

”

LIFE-CHANGING!
Why your monthly gift is

When you become a Circle of Bread and Hope monthly giving partner, 
you help ensure City Mission can care for our homeless and hungry 
neighbors all year long. 

For someone like Pedro, that ongoing support made a real difference! 

The people who work here really want to help you. The Mission has 
helped me with everything… it saved my life!

Please prayerfully consider becoming a monthly giving partner today! To 
join this important group, visit citymission.org or complete the back of 
the enclosed reply form.

“
”

Great
deals for
a great
cause!

Thomas, a U.S. Army 
veteran, served our 
country with honor. 
But as he grew 
older, his health 
deteriorated and 
he could no longer 

live on his own. Facing two hip 
replacements, he came to our Crabtree-
Kovacicek Veterans House. 

In our serene and Christ-centered 
environment, we’re providing the support 
he needs to recover from surgery and 
regain his strength. He’s also receiving 
encouragement, guidance and training that 
will empower him to get back on his feet.

“You’ve got a support team here that 
handles everything in regards to education, 
job search, housing placement and so 
forth,” Thomas says. “The whole concept 
is basically preparing you for independent 
living – all bases are covered.”

In addition, inspired by our staff, he felt 
God calling him into the ministry and plans 
to return to school to study theology. 

“A year ago, I didn’t feel like I had any 
kind of a future,” he says. “But now there’s 
light on the road ahead.”

SERVING THOSE 
WHO SERVED US


