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Since the Fire 
     It's amazing how far we've come since the fire of 2015!  

We have built a brand new veterans' facility, expanded our 

Women with Children Shelter, and increased our overall  

capacity to house those in need by 46% over the past 16 

months.  We also expanded our Medical Clinic and Career 

Training and Education Center to help more people in more 

ways.  

      But as City Mission grows, we continue to need your help.  

As the reach and the scope of our services expand, more and 

more people are coming to our doors for help.  We need 

your support, now more than ever. 

      We truly appreciate your support!  Your  donations make 

the life-transforming work we do possible, and you have been so generous.  Please send another gift today 

to help us to serve so many more than ever before. 

Thank you for helping us transform lives! 

Yes! I’d like to give a special Capital Campaign  
donation of __$100__$250__$500__$1000__Other 

Please use enclosed envelope 
ALVFW19   

84 West Wheeling Street Washington, PA 15301 
Citymission.org | 724-222-8530 
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INSIDER 
The Inside Track on the Capital Campaign 

A Year of 

Hope 
At the Crabtree Kovacicek  
Veterans House 
 

     On July 3, our Crabtree Kovacicek Veterans 

House celebrated its first anniversary of serving 

veterans in need.   Your generous donations 

provide the support needed by 22 veterans 

who had no hope and nowhere to go.  

   “This house is a testament to what can hap-

pen when a group of guys trust and believe in 

each other and work together to accomplish 

one another’s goals,” said Steve Adams, City 

Mission’s Manager of Veterans Services.   

    In the past year, 12 veterans have moved out 

of the Crabtree House and into independent 

housing.   

 

    Because of your donations… 
•  Richard, a Vietnam veteran, is no longer 

living  in a cardboard box under a bridge.   

• Randy, an Army veteran, left his tent in the 

woods behind and moved into his own 

room at the Veterans House.   

• Kevin, a Navy veteran, celebrated two 

years of sobriety.  Thank you for your kind-

ness.   

 

    On behalf of the 22 veterans at the Crabtree 

Kovacicek Veterans House, we thank you for 

your generosity and compassion. 

    “Everybody finds what they’re looking for 

here,” Adams said.  “In this House, we all walk 

Steve Adams: Desert Storm veteran,  former City Mission  

resident, our Manager of Veterans Services 
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Shawn’s  
Story 

Mission Possible IV  
5K Run & 1 Mile Fun Walk 

 

  On Saturday, August 3, Northwood Charitable Foundation hosted the Mission Possi-
ble 5K Fun Run/1 Mile Walk and matched up to $10,000 raised during the event to  

benefit City Mission’s Crabtree Kovacicek Veterans House.   
     More than 200 participants, including runners, walkers, and volunteers, came out to 

support the event, which brought in over $40,000 to help local veterans in need. 
     Thanks to everyone who donated, volunteered, or ran/walked at the fourth annual 

Mission Possible Run.  You made it a beautiful day for our veterans! 

     “I’ve been through about every type of suffering a 
human being can go through, and I’m still here.  And 
I’m still positive.  If that isn’t God, I don’t know what is,” 
said Shawn, a former Army Combat Engineer and cur-
rent resident at the Crabtree Kovacicek Veterans 
House.   
     Shawn’s mother passed away when he was 8, and 
his later childhood was marked by punches to the face 
and kicks to the stomach that passed as “discipline.”  
Later in life, he suffered multiple sexual abuses and 
turned to drugs to numb the pain.  Eventually, this led 
him to full-blown addiction.  He overdosed three times 
and had to be revived, including once when his son 
found him on the bathroom floor.   He spent 12 years in 

prison.  At one point, he even tried to kill himself.  “But 
God said, ‘Nope.  Not yet.  I’m not done with you,’” he ex-
plained. 
     Since coming to City Mission, Shawn has transformed his 
life.  “I’m getting my mind, body, and soul back,” he said.  
“This place is definitely a God-send.  It’s so peaceful here.  
For the longest time I didn’t even consider myself a veter-
an.  Now, I’m proud to be a vet.  That’s one of the biggest 
things I’ve learned here.”        
     Shawn is now studying for a Criminal Justice degree and 
enjoying life.   
     “I’m actually happy right now,” he said.  “And I’ll tell any 
vet, there is hope!  This place gives it to you for  real!”    
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Vets House Wins  
Award for Excellence 
     The Urban Land Institute of Pittsburgh recently presented 

their Placemaking Awards for Excellence, and our Crabtree  

Kovacicek Veterans House was honored with the “Healthy Place” 

award for 2019.   The Urban Land Institute’s mission, according 

to their website, is to “provide leadership in the responsible use 

of land and in creating and sustaining thriving communities 

worldwide.”  Their annual Placemaking Awards recognize out-

standing projects in the Pittsburgh area that are “committed to 

the creation and celebration of place” and that “passionately 

promote the responsible use of land.” 

     “To be recognized as a healthy place is a testament to all who 

helped to make this building possible,” said City Mission’s  

Director of Residential Programs, Leah Dietrich.  “I think that the  

Crabtree Kovacicek Veterans house is a true example of a  

community coming together to create something great. 

     “The way that the veterans 

support one another and work 

together is inspirational.  I’m so 

impressed with their connec-

tion.  They work to bring out the 

best in one another.”  

 

New Murals At Vets House 
      

     Staff members from the State Correctional Institute (SCI) of Fayette 

came to City Mission over the summer to install two beautiful murals, 

which had been painted by inmates.  

     “We started the mural arts workshop in April of 2016,” said Jeff Bigam, 

the Activities Manager at SCI.  “We currently have 11 guys in the program.” 

     All of the murals are painted in a workshop next to Bigam’s office.  Once 

the murals are finished, the canvasses are installed at various locations 

throughout the facility.  “This is our first donation to the community,”  

Bigam said. 

     The murals depict, in vivid color and stunning detail, all five branches of 

the military and represent the honor, perseverance, and unity of the men 

in the Crabtree Kovacicek Veterans House.  “All of the residents think the 

murals are amazing,” said Steve Adams, City Mission’s Manager of  

Veterans Services.   

     Thank you, SCI Fayette staff, for donating such a unique, thoughtful, and 

beautiful gift.  And thank you to the inmates for reaching out and giving of 

your time and talent to our veterans.  It is a gift they will never forget!         


