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A Safe Haven 
“This place definitely does save a lot of lives” 

 

Washington, PA -- On Friday, October 25, City Mission celebrates the first anniversary of their Women with 

Children Shelter.  Over the past year, the shelter has become a place of love, security, and encouragement for mothers 

and children who have nowhere else to go.   

 “The sense of community in the Women with Children Shelter is wonderful,” said Leah Dietrich, City Mission’s 

Director of Residential Programs.  “The kids love having their own space for their family, but they also love playing 

together.  There are best friends in the making all the time.  There is a lot of love in that building.”  

 Amber Miller is the Manager of the Women with Children Program at the shelter.  Her favorite time of day is the 

morning, when all the kids come running into her office before school.  “Good morning, Miss Amber,” they yell.  “I love 

you.  Have a great day!”  And she gets huge hugs from all the kids.  This isn’t just a job for Amber.  She is making a real 

difference in the lives of the families that call City Mission their home. 

 “We are here to support them and love them through it all,” she explained.  “Showing love and kindness can go 

a long way.” 

 Katherine came to City Mission in August of last year with her two daughters.  Her family was one of the first to 

move into the new shelter.  “I used to live my life in a victim role,” she said, looking back on the abuse she endured as a 

child and her years of addiction.  “But now I see myself as a survivor.  Every day I tell myself, ‘This is going to be a great 

day.  This could be the best day of my life.’”  

 Katherine moved from Mercer County to Washington for recovery, and she found a home at City Mission.  “I 

built a foundation of people here – church family, sponsors, really good friends,” she explained.  “And my kids love living 

here.  They love the sense of community here, love being around other kids their age.  They feel safe.”   

 Since coming to City Mission, Katherine has been able to work on her recovery, build a support structure, and 

heal enough from her past trauma to no longer need medication.  She is also studying at the Shiloh Bible Institute and 

working on certifications as a Certified Recovery Specialist and Family Recovery Specialist. 

 “I want to build a career helping addicts, trauma victims, and people with mental health issues,” she said.  

“Helping people gives me purpose.”  Katherine plans to move out into her own place with her children by the beginning 

of next year. 

 Tonya also found a home here at the Mission for her and her 4-year-old daughter.  She came to the Mission in 

December of last year after spending six months at a halfway house.  

 “It’s amazing here,” she said of the Women with Children Shelter.  “I tell a lot of people about this place.  It’s not 

just a job for the people here.  They actually care about us.”   

 After leaving the halfway house, Tonya wanted to hurry up and get on with her life and reunite with her two 

sons, who currently live with their dad, but she realizes now that she needed this time at City Mission to heal.  “If I didn’t 

come here after the halfway house, I can’t say I would be clean to this day.   I would have had to go back to my 

hometown, and that would not be a good idea.  I would have gone back to my old ways.  I might not even be alive today.  

This place definitely does save a lot of lives.” 



 Since coming to the Mission, Tonya has been able to work on her recovery, purchase a vehicle, and find a better 

job.  She also plans to move out into her own home in early November with all three of her children and pursue a degree 

in nursing.   

“I came a long way since I’ve been here,” she said.  “When I leave here, the thing I’m going to miss most is all the 

ladies sitting out back at the picnic tables, just laughing and joking around.  And my daughter is going to want to come 

back every day.  There is nothing she dislikes about this place.” 

“These mothers are an inspiration,” added Dietrich.  “They are working so hard and the fact that we have been 

able to build a program and supports around them is amazing!  I’m grateful for the childcare center and all it can do and 

Amber for her work with these families! It’s amazing how the program and volunteers and donors have come together 

to build something so great!”  

 

      

 

 

About City Mission:  For over 75 years, City Mission has sheltered, healed, and restored the homeless to independent 

living—without discrimination. City Mission’s comprehensive program addresses both short-term needs like food and 

shelter, and long-term needs, including drug and alcohol counseling, mental health and medical treatment, legal aid, and 

employment training. City Mission’s goal is to help each man, woman, mother with children, or veteran who walks 

through our doors to become a healthy, productive member of society. With your help, we can help our residents renew 

their lives. 

     

 


