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Ref:CH/JPF 
 

Dear Parent / Carer 
 
I hope this letter finds you and your family well. Firstly, I would like to thank you for your on-going 
support in what has been a challenging few months. I write to provide some important updates from the 
Academy linked to health and safety of students and staff, Academy uniform for September and update 
on our RSE curriculum. 

 

Use of face coverings in the Academy and on school transport 
Whilst the latest guidance has removed the requirement for face coverings for students in classrooms and 
communal areas from Monday 17 May 2021, we are mindful of the rise in infection rates in the local area 
and the small upturn in positive cases at the Academy. As such, we are asking all students, unless exempt, 
to continue to wear a face covering in the indoor communal areas such as corridors or in their morning 
arrival zones and lunch venues (unless eating). The wearing of face coverings in classrooms will be 
optional for students, although we do ask that those students choosing to wear one, to work with their 
teachers if they need to be temporarily removed to aid teaching and learning. We have been very 
appreciative of how students have responded to the requirement for face coverings since September and 
we are sure that by students continuing to support this measure, it will supplement the control measures 
in place and continue to help keep staff and students safe. 
 

The Department for Education updated its guidance to state that children and young people aged 11 and 
over must continue to wear a face covering on public transport and on dedicated school transport, unless 
they are exempt. 
 

Academy compulsory uniform from September 2021 
From September 2021, our redesigned uniform with Academy logos will be compulsory for all students. 
This change and period of transition was communicated to parents/carers in a letter during the 2019/20 
academic year. We write to provide parents/carers with ample advanced warning to ensure that if you 
are intending to buy items of uniform ahead of September 2021, you are aware of the new requirements. 
The changes were introduced for our Year 7 cohort to enhance the current standard of Academy uniform, 
and to ensure that we have a cost effective, smart uniform which is followed consistently by all.  
 

The new uniform was designed in consultation with our student council and eliminates a level of 
ambiguity around uniform standards. For example, it provides a set standard of acceptable skirt length for 
our girls along with a suitable charcoal grey school trouser for our boys. There will also be navy blue 
trousers available for our female students.  Trousers, skirts and blazers must have the Academy’s emblem 
embroidered on to them. These uniform items will be sold by both Whittakers and Grays, who also stock 
all other items of our official Academy uniform.  
 

Our suppliers Whittakers and Grays offer trousers in a range of sizes and leg lengths to suit the varying 
needs of our students. The skirt for female students also comes in differing sizes and lengths to ensure 
that this is worn to the required knee length. Both these items will retail from £14 (dependent upon size). 
 

I trust that the advanced notice of this new requirement will enable you to plan any uniform purchases 
ahead of the next academic year. Despite these changes, our uniform remains very cost effective, as well 
as being more comfortable and durable. Our full Academy uniform policy is available on our website.  
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Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education 
We would like to take this opportunity to draw your attention to the ongoing redevelopment of the 
curriculum section of the website. During the summer term we will be updating the subject content that 
is covered in each subject for each year of their curriculum. The content for the Personal, Social, Health 
and Economic education (PSHE) which is studied during form time will be added imminently whilst all the 
other subjects will follow in time for the September term. We hope this enables students and parents to 
develop a clear picture of what they will be studying and when. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Yours faithfully,  

 
Miss C Huddleston 
Principal 


