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 16th September 2020 

Outbreak Information Advice to Parents/Carers 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

I write to inform you that a small number of our students at the Academy have tested 

positive for COVID-19. I understand that the students concerned are recovering well at 

home, however, I would ask that you remember these students and their families who are 

having to isolate themselves in your prayers. 

Throughout this period, colleagues have worked closely with the Public Health England 

(PHE) and the Local Authority Health Protection Team. Both of these bodies have expressed 

support for the measures taken to make the Academy COVID-secure and they have shown 

confidence that the outbreak has been limited to a small number of students within a 

bubble. This has enabled colleagues to take the necessary steps to safeguard the Academy 

community by asking those students who have been identified as direct or close contacts to 

remain at home.  

Students who have been asked to isolate will continue to learn from home making use of 

Firefly to access work set by teachers. 

Throughout this pandemic, we have adhered to all of the guidelines from the government, 

PHE and the Local Authority. Our robust risk assessment and the control measures 

embedded into our daily routines have enabled the Academy to remain open to students, 

who have not been identified as close or direct contacts, providing they remain well and 

free of symptoms. 

If you have not received a letter, or had a phone call, asking your child to isolate, your child 

must continue to come into the Academy as normal. 

We will continue to monitor the situation and act upon the advice of PHE and the Health 

Protection Team at Blackburn with Darwen. 

What to do if your child or someone in your household or support bubble develops 

symptoms of COVID-19 

If someone in your household (or support bubble) develops symptoms of COVID-19, they 

should remain at home for at least 10 days from the date when their symptoms appeared as 

advised in https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance. 

You should arrange for testing for the person with symptoms via 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested or 111.nhs.uk or primary 

care. In line with government guidelines, only people who are symptomatic should ask for a 

test. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested


Please call the Academy absence line and leave your child’s name and form and the reason 

they are isolating. If your child is symptomatic, please state the date and time of the test 

that you have booked, or, if you have been unable to secure at test at that time, please 

confirm that you are taking your child for a test. 

All other household members who remain well must stay at home and not leave the house 

for 14 days. The 14-day period starts from the day when the first person in the household 

became ill. Household members should not go to work, school or public areas and exercise 

should be taken within the home. 

Household members staying at home for 14 days will greatly reduce the overall amount of 

infection the household could pass on to others in the community. 

If you can, move any vulnerable individuals (such as the elderly and those with underlying 

health conditions) out of your home, to stay with friends or family for the duration of the 

home isolation period. 

As a reminder, the most common symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are recent onset of: 

a new continuous cough and/or a high temperature and/or a loss of, or change in the 

normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 

For most people, coronavirus (COVID-19) will be a mild illness. 

If anyone in your household does develop symptoms, you can seek advice from NHS 111 at 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/check-if-you-have-coronavirus-

symptoms/ or by phoning 111. 

Please continue to reinforce the message at home of the importance of following the widely 

understood control measures for limiting the spread of coronavirus – hands, face, space. 

A request to keep your child off school will only be made as a last resort. If you do receive 

such correspondence, I would ask that you read the letter carefully and follow the links to 

the relevant guidance.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Miss C Huddleston 

Principal 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/check-if-you-have-coronavirus-symptoms/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/check-if-you-have-coronavirus-symptoms/

