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July 2020 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 

I am writing to provide a final update and some further information ahead of the new term in 
September. I hope that this letter finds you and your child well and that they have been able to 
enjoy the final term of Year 6 whether that has been at school or at home. It has been lovely to 
meet almost every one of our new Wilfridians at our recent welcome meetings and I hope that 
these have also been both useful and reassuring for students and parents alike. 

 

September plans 
We are all very much looking forward to a return to the reassuring routines of Academy-life and 
are working hard to finalise plans for the full re-opening of the Academy and to officially welcome 
our new Wilfridians into the building. We will continue to closely follow Government and Local 
Authority advice over the summer and will provide further updates to parents/carers via our 
school website. 
 

The new term for Year 7 is scheduled to begin on Wednesday 2nd September with students 
expected to arrive for 8.35am at our main student gates. There, they will be met by members 
of our Senior Leadership Team and directed to the Main Hall for their welcome assembly. 

 

The health and safety of our students and staff remain our priority and as such there will be the 
need to adapt certain elements of the school day. Firstly, to ensure adequate supervision and 
appropriate distancing of students we will be staggering the entry and exit of students to/from 
the main building and parents should therefore be aware that no students will be allowed into 
the Academy prior to 8.25am in the morning. Equally all students will be required to leave site 
prior to 4pm (3pm on a Tuesday), unless they are directly involved in a teacher-led afterschool 
activity. 
 

We will continue to promote sensible hygiene habits for all, with students encouraged to 
regularly wash/sanitise their hands and our classrooms, corridors and communal areas will be 
cleaned and sanitised throughout the school day. We are creating ‘year-group’ teaching-zones 
within the Academy building and staggering lunchtimes to minimise the movement and mixing 
of students. All students will be required to bring packed lunches during the early weeks 
of the term, and we will initially have to limit our extra-curricular lunchtime and 
afterschool activities for the first weeks of the term. 
 

We will, of course, introduce and explain the new procedures to our new Year 7s during their 
welcome assembly as well as provide more details ahead of the start of the new term via a video 
available on our Academy website to help students prepare for the new term. 

 

Collecting your Academy bag and tie over the Summer holidays 
As you will be aware our bag and tie for 2020/21 can only be purchased from the Academy via 
ParentPay. Once you have paid for these items you will be able to collect them from our Main 
Reception from Mon 17th August - Fri 28th August between 9am and 3pm during the working 
week. 

 

Lockers 
It is with regret that due to the need to minimise the movement of students around the Academy 
and between year-group zones in September that student lockers will not be in use. If you 
have already paid for a locker via ParentPay ahead of the new term, this will be refunded. 

 
Stationery set and Maths calculator 
It is crucial that your child arrives organised and prepared for learning in September. In previous 
years we have offered stationery packs via the Academy, however this year we are encouraging 
these items to be purchased by parent/carers over the summer ready for the new term. Please 
refer to the enclosed stationery list provided along with this letter.  
 

Our Maths Learning Area recommend the Casio FX83 or FX85 calculators for students to use 
throughout their secondary education. This calculator will cover all subjects at all levels right up 
to Year 11. As an Academy we are able to provide them at a cheaper price than local retailers. 
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The calculator will be made available for you to buy through ParentPay and will be distributed 
to students within the first 2 weeks back at school in September. The calculator can also be 
bought through the LRC at any time in the school year. 

 

Year 6 Induction guides and Numeracy and Literacy booklets 
I am hopeful that your child is enjoying working through our detailed Induction Guide, Learning 
Area summer activities and Numeracy & Literacy booklet. It is important that your child devotes 
time to working on this pack over the summer months as not only will it help them to learn more 
about life at the Academy, it will also help your child to improve their skills and knowledge, 
ensuring they are well prepared for the learning that awaits in September. A reminder that all 
students will be required to bring both of these booklets back to Academy on the first 
day of term, with as many activities completed as possible. 
 

School buses 
For students who are planning to use school or public buses in September it is important to plan 
ahead over the coming months. We have recently sent home a leaflet which details the bus 
services that serve our Academy, along with details of the routes and bus stops where they pick-
up and drop-off. The Local Authority are currently putting together plans for September transport 
and as soon as we receive any further information or guidance we communicate this via our 
Academy website. Parents should be aware however that, at the time of writing, there are strict 
social distancing measures in place on the school buses which have limited capacity and the 
wearing of face-masks by all passengers is compulsory. Also, only students who have 
purchased season tickets will be able to travel, students cannot pay on the day. We expect 
these rules to still be in place at the start of the new term and as such it is important that parents 
and students plan ahead for this. Further information and updates can be sought directly from 
Blackburn with Darwen transport services, who organise all of our school buses via 01254 
584003 or via their website www.blackburn.gov.uk/schools-and-education/school-transport. 

 

Instrumental and Vocal Lesson 
If you would like your child to receive music lessons at St. Wilfrid’s, please refer to/complete the 
enclosed application form. Individual instrumental lessons take place during the school day and 
last between 15, 20 or 30 minutes. If your child is interested in receiving lessons please complete 
and return the enclosed form to: Mr T King, Music Centre Admin Assistant, Saint Wilfrid’s Church 
of England Academy, Duckworth Street, Blackburn, BB2 2JR by Friday 4th September. 

 
 

We hope the transition materials provided over recent months have helped your child prepare 
for the journey ahead. Despite the challenges of recent months, we can’t wait to welcome your 
child into the Academy and watch them thrive within their new surroundings.  
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you as parent/carers for your support and patience 
over recent months and look forward to working with you as your child settles into secondary 
school life.  
 
Please continue to visit our website for further news and updates over the summer and should 
you have any further questions or queries, do not hesitate to contact us on 01254 604000 or via 
transition@saintwilfrids.com. 

 

Finally, may I take this opportunity to wish you and your family a safe and restful summer. 
 

Kind regards 
 
Mr J-P Fagan 
Assistant Principal KS3 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.blackburn.gov.uk/schools-and-education/school-transport
mailto:transition@saintwilfrids.com
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RECOMMENDED STATIONERY FOR YEAR 7 STUDENTS 
 
Below is a recommended stationery list for students: 

 
• Blue biros 

• Black biros 

• Handwriting pen (optional) 

• Pencils 

• Calculator (Casio FX83 or FX85 available via ParentPay) 

• Geometry set 

• 30cm/12” Ruler 

• Glue stick 

• Eraser 

• Pencil sharpener 
 
These items should be purchased ready for September and we 
encourage students to keep these in a clear pencil case.  
 
The majority of items above are available to purchase from the stationery 
shop (located in our LRC) should a student need to replace any item. The 
stationary shop accepts cash and students will be informed of when this 
shop is open in September.  

 


