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Demographics
●

According to a 2019 survey by Japan’s Pet Food Association, out of 56,996,500
household owners across Japan, 12.55% (or 7,152,000 household owners) own a dog, and
9.69% (or 5,524,000 household owners) own a cat. The total number of dogs are at
8,797,000, and cats at 9,778,000 - summing up to 18,575,000 number of dogs and cats.
[1]

●

Grouping the pet owners by age, for dog owners, 13.9% are in their 20’s, 11.3% are in their
30’s, 12.3% are in their 40’s, 14.2% are in their 50’s, 13.2% are in their 60’s, 10.4% are in
their 70’s. For cat owners, 9.4% are in their 20’s, 9.5% are in their 30’s, 10.1% are in their
40’s, 10.9% are in their 50’s, 10.2% are in their 60’s, and 7.9% are in their 70’s.

●

For the household owners who don’t own a pet, 20.5% answered that they are thinking of
getting a dog, and 15.5% answered that they are thinking of getting a cat. From those who
answered that they are thinking of getting a dog, the age group breakdown are as
follows: 24.3%(20’s), 21.1%(30’s), 20.7%(40’s), 21.6%(50’s), 19.9%(60’s), 16.4%(70’s). And for

those thinking of getting a cat, age group breakdown are as follows: 18.6%(20’s),
16.7%(30’s), 16.5%(40’s), 16.9%(50’s), 14.1%(60’s), 10.6%(70’s)

Pet Adoption/Purchasing Reasons
●

From the same survey above, when pet owners are asked what their reasons for getting a
pet are, the top 3 answers are:
○

From dog owners:
■

Helps me de-stress and brings comfort (35.9%)

■

I had an experience with pets before and want to have one again (29.2%)

■

I thought it would help with the communication between family (or
partners) (16.8%)

○

From cat owners:
■

Helps me de-stress and brings comfort (31.8%)

■

I had an experience with pets before and want to have one again (29.2%)

■

I want to enhance my lifestyle (11.5%)

Reasons for not Adopting/Purchasing Pets
●

From the same survey above, when non-owners are asked what their reasons for not
getting a pet are, the top 5 answers are:
○

○

For dogs
■

It’s difficult when I’m traveling or out of the house for a long time (25.4%)

■

It’s hard to leave them (23.6%)

■

They are banned from my building (23%)

■

They are expensive (22.9%)

■

It’s sad when they die (21.9%)

For cats
■

They are banned from my building (32.7%)

■

It’s difficult when I’m traveling or out of the house for a long time (22.1%)

■

They are expensive (20%)

■

It’s hard to leave them (18.8%)

■

I can’t take care of them (17.4%)

Channels for Getting Information for Adopting/Purchasing pets
●

When asked about the channels of getting information about adopting/purchasing pets,
○

For dogs, the top 3 channels were
■

Pet shop (52.6%)

■

Internet (28.7%)

■

From a friend/acquaintance (16.7%)

■

Only 1.7% of respondents answered that they would get dogs from animal
shelters

○

For cats the top 3 channels were:
■

From a friend/acquaintance (29.9%)

■

Internet (28.0%)

■

Pet shop (22.1%)

■

Only 4.1% of the respondents answered that they would get cats from
shelters.

Channels for Adopting/Purchasing Pets
●

When asked about the channels of adopting/purchasing pets,
○

For dogs, the top 3 channels were
■

Bought from a pet shop (50.3%)

■

Bought directly from breeders (15.2%)

■

From a friend/acquaintance (14.0%)

■

2.7% of respondents answered that they adopted dog(s) from animal
shelters

○

For cats the top 3 channels were:
■

Adopted a stray cat (32.8%)

■

Received from a friend (26.7%)

■

Bought from a pet shop (14.1%)

■

3.6% of the respondents answered that they adopted cat(s) from animal
shelters

Dogs/Cats Rate of Adoption/Euthanization
●

Over the past 30 years, the rate of adoption in Japan has gone down, but the rate of
euthanization has also gone down. [2]

●

This is because of the enforcement of Welfare and Management of Animals Act in Japan
[3]. This law enforces strict management and breeding practices of animals, and when
deemed necessary, pets should be returned to animal shelters or respective associations
to take custody of the animals.
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