
Jay Eugene
AKELY
1942 - 2019

Jay Eugene Akley of Poplar Grove, Illinois, died November 29, 
2019. He was 77 years old.

Jay owned a Stearman and a Cessna 172, and attended a number 
of National Stearman Fly-Ins in Galesburg.

A native of Chicago, he was a Navy veteran. He joined the 
Elk Grove Village, Illinois, Police Department, coming up 
through the ranks to retire as a Lieutenant and commander 
of the Patrol Division. He was active in a number of civic 
organizations, including the Poplar Grove Vintage Wings and 
Wheels Museum.

Jay is survived by his wife Christina, a son, a daughter, three 
stepdaughters, a brother and five grandchildren.

IN MEMORY OF



James Russell
FRIEDLINE

1929 - 2020
James Russell Friedline died February 10, 2020, at his home in 
Madison, Georgia. He was 91 years old.

Jim enlisted in the Army during the Korean War, and served as a 
photo interpreter. After completing flight school in 1956, he joined 
Delta Airlines and piloted DC-3s, C-46s, Convair-440s, DC-6s, DC-
7s and DC-9s. He retired from Delta in 1977 as a DC-8 captain.
 
In retirement, Jim refurbished three PT-17 Stearmans, a Fairchild 24 
and a Waco YOC. He was known for his engine work, his stitching 
ability, and his impeccable attention to detail. His Stearman Restorers 
Association member number was 42.

Surviving are his wife of 72 years, Barbara; a daughter, a grandson, 
and four great-grandchildren.

IN MEMORY OF



Scott Everett WHITE
1954 - 2020

Scott Everett White died March 28, 2020, at his home in Orient, Ohio. He 
was 66 years old.

Scott enlisted in the Air Force at age 18, and was a C-130 crew chief in 
the South Pacific. After military service, he was a pilot for several years 
for Executive Jet.

Tired of living out of a suitcase, he opened an aircraft maintenance shop 
at Rickenbacker Airport in Columbus, Ohio, before moving his business 
to “just down the driveway” in Orient.

He spent the last 20-plus years of his career almost exclusively restoring 
Stearman Model 75 aircraft. 

In 2004, he was the recipient of the Rolls-Royce Aviation Heritage Trophy 
– an award given for aircraft deemed the most historically accurate 
and enshrined in the Smithsonian’s Air and Space Museum Udvar-
Hazy Center in Fairfax County, Virginia. Scott’s other award-winning 
restorations included a Globe GC-1, an Aeronca L-16 and a 1936 Hudson 
Terraplane truck.

Survivors include his wife, Linda; a brother, four grandsons, two stepsons,  
a niece and three step-nieces.

IN MEMORY OF



Randall Lee
SOHN

1934 - 2020
Randall Lee Sohn of Savage, Minnesota, died April 1, 2020. He was 86 
years old.
 
Randy took his first flying lesson in January 1953, joined the Air Force 
in August 1953, and graduated in the Reese Air Force Base class of 
aviation cadets in 1955.

After his family settled in Minneapolis, he became a pilot for North 
Central/Republic/Northwest Airlines in May 1960. He retired in 1994 
flying DC-10s and 747s.

He became a flight instructor in 1958, and eventually flew most of World 
War II’s aircraft. He was active in the Commemorative Air Force, and 
was inducted into EAA’s Warbirds Hall of Fame in 1998.

Randy registered his Stearman, November Charlie 580 Romeo Sierra at 
the National Stearman Fly-In in 1976, 1978 and 1981.

Survivors include his wife, Judith Joy Sohn, one son, one daughter, and 
one grandson.

IN MEMORY OF



Thomas W.
EDWARDS

1940 - 2020
Thomas W. Edwards of Galesburg, Illinois, died at home on 
April 21st. He was 80 years old.

Tom was an aviation enthusiast, and a pilot and flight instructor 
for many years, working at Chicago’s Midway Airport and 
Galesburg Municipal Airport. An avid photographer, he 
documented many National Stearman Fly-Ins.

Survivors include his wife, Sonja; two sons, two daughters, a 
brother, 14 grandchildren and 14 great-grandchildren.

IN MEMORY OF



Kenneth D. WILSON
1936 - 2020

Kenneth D. Wilson died May 3, 2020, in Canton, Georgia. A long-time resident of Evansville, Indiana, 
he had moved to Georgia to be near family.

“Ken, known as KDW, was a well-known and highly respected aviation historian and author,” said 
Thomas E. Lowe, co-founder of the National Stearman Fly-In. “He had a vast collection of data and 
photographs about many different antique and classic aircraft from the 1930s and 1940s, but he was best 
known for his knowledge of Stearman airplanes. He served for many years as historian for the Stearman 
Restorers Association (SRA) and was very active at the National Stearman Fly-In during its early years,” 
Lowe said. 

Ken published many articles on the different models of Stearman airplanes produced, but was especially 
noted for his knowledge concerning the WW II vintage PT/N2S (Model 75) military trainer. He specialized 
in the WW II markings on the U.S. Army and U.S. Navy Stearman trainers, and prepared detailed 3-view 
scale drawings of the various models. He also had a stencil cutting service in which he provided the 
stencils for the military markings required by Stearman aircraft restorers to produce accurate restorations. 

At the time of his passing he was writing a detailed history of the Republic Aviation Co. and the P-47 
Thunderbolts that it produced during WW II in Evansville.

“His passing will leave a vast void in the Stearman enthusiast community, and the many Stearmans that 
are flying today restored to accurate military markings will serve as a lasting tribute to his memory,” 
Lowe said.
Known as Don to family members, he was an Air Force veteran of the Korean War. He retired from 
Alcoa, loved staying active in the local union and on the board of directors at Heritage Federal Credit 
Union. He also enjoyed donating his time to Willard Library and the Evansville Museum, giving lectures 
and drafting.

Surviving are his wife of 60 years, Emily; one daughter, three great-grandchildren and a step-
granddaughter.

IN MEMORY OF



Rose M.
TIPPETT
1944 - 2020

Rose M. Tippett, of near Monmouth, Illinois, died May 12, 
2020. She was 76. 

Rose was bookkeeper at Jet-Air, Inc. at Galesburg Municipal 
Airport since 1986. National Stearman Fly-In participants 
may remember settling a fuel bill with her.

Survivors include her husband of 59 years, Kendall; three 
sons, two sisters, four brothers, and two grandchildren.

IN MEMORY OF



Robert
MCCUNE

1935 - 2019
Bob was a family man who made the restoration of his 
Stearman a family project, (wife & 3 children).His licence 
class was Commercial (A), SMELS, Class I instructor. He 
was DFTE5 for Transport Canada.  During the years he tested 
students for Private and Commercial licences he completed 
more than a thousand tests. Transport Canada, in Ottawa, 
sent Bob a student, for his test because they had no one that 
qualified to coplete a test on floats.

IN MEMORY OF



William
MASON
1920 - 2019

Bill Mason, brother of famed airshow pilot Sammy Mason, 
passed away Oct 1, 2019, a month before his 99th birthday. 
After being tutored by his brother Sammy, both went to 
Tulare CA to become WWII CPT Instructors. They taught in 
Stearmans for 5 years during WWII. After the war, Bill went 
to sea eventually becoming a chief mate on Chevron tankers.
Bill bought his brothers Stearman and restored it when 
home on leave, using his spare bedroom and roll-around 
compressor from Sears as his paint shop. After retirement, 
he flew it extensively with his wife Beth, visiting Galesburg, 
Oshkosh,Blakesburg and Kittyhawk.

IN MEMORY OF



Dr. Michael
SCHLOSS

1947 - 2019
Described by many as a Renaissance man, Michael was 
a highly accomplished cardiologist and respected pilot 
with over 40 years of flying various aircraft, including his 
Stearman biplane.  He flew his own planes across the Atlantic  
on three separate occasions. Over the years, he restored 
vintage planes and performed in numerous air shows.  He 
spoke four languages, held a black belt in Aikido, and loved 
history, opera, politics and art. Later in life, he devoted much 
of his time to learning and enjoying the game of tennis. 

IN MEMORY OF



William
PALM
1930 - 2018

Mr. Palm graduated from the United States Merchant Marine 
Academy, Kings Point New York and following graduation 
served as a aviator with the U.S. Navy during the Korean 
Conflict. Mr. Palm served as Manager of Engineering at 
Crane Midwest Fittings from 1959 until his retirement in 1987 
when he established his own Manufacturers Representation 
Consulting Business. 

Mr. Palm enjoyed sailing, flying and trapshooting. He was a 
member of the Thistle Class Association, American Bonanza 
Society, Stearman Restorers Association, and was a FAA 
Certified Instrument Flight Instructor.

IN MEMORY OF


