
The Gospel According to St. John 

Jesus and the Woman of Samaria – 

Part Three (4:27-42) 
The Woman hurries excitedly into the city telling her discovery. The townspeople come immediately in 

search of a man who may be the Messiah. Jesus teaches the disciples two lessons: (a) Doing the will of 

God is spiritual food more, satisfying and sustaining than physical food; (b) It is not important whether a 

disciple be a reaper or a sower — only that he be a laborer in the Lord’s field, Both sower and reaper 

rejoice when the harvest is gathered. Many of the Samaritans are firmly persuaded that Jesus is the 

looked-for Savior, because of both the woman’s testimony and Jesus’ reasoning with them. 

  

Pre-Class Questions  

1. Is the woman’s answer sincere?  

2. Why does Jesus change the subject?  

3. What made the woman say, “I have no husband”?  

4. Why did the woman ask about the place of worship?  

5. How is salvation “from the Jews”?  

6. What is worship “in spirit and truth”? 
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Outline of Chapter Four 

 

II. The Word Manifested to the Jews, and Their Rejection of Him 1:19—12:50 (cont.)  

B. The Public Ministry — First Year 2:13—4:54 (cont.)  

4. Labors in Samaria 4:1-42  

a. Withdrawal from Judea — arrival in Samaria 4:1-6  

b. Jesus and the living water 4:7-14  

c. Jesus searches out a woman’s secret 4:15-18  

d. True worshippers of God 4:19-26  

e. Spontaneous evangelism 4:27-30  

f. Fields white unto harvest 4:31-38  

g. Reaping the harvest 4:39-42  

5. Labors in Galilee 4:43-54  

a. Public teaching in Galilee 4:43-45 (cf. Mt. 4:17; Mk. 1:14; Lk. 4:14)  

b. Healing a nobleman’s son at Capernaum 4:46-54  

  

In-Class Questions  

1. Why do you think the disciples hesitated to question Jesus openly?  

2. What caused the woman to leave her water pot?  

3. What are two factors which form motivation for spontaneous evangelism? What was the food 

which Jesus had to eat?  

4. Name two blessings derived from doing the will of God.  

5. What contrast does Jesus make by His question concerning the harvest (v. 35)?  

6. Matthew… also speaks of “harvest” and “laborers,”  

7. What is the emphasis of verse 36?  

8. How should the past tense “I sent” (v. 38) be interpreted?  

9. How is this passage of Scripture (v. 31-38) applicable to Christians today? 

10. How do these Samaritans compare with the believers of Jerusalem (2:23)?  

11. Give two reasons to show that Jesus does not contradict His commission of Matt. 10:5-6 by, 

entering a Samaritan city.  

12. Would it be possible for the Samaritans to understand Jesus to be a universal Savior? Explain. 


