
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Praying for the Persecuted Church      Sun 23rd Oct 2022 
 
WELCOME: This week we took a break in our general services to have a Breakfast and to focus 
on Praying with our Christian brothers and sisters in nations where persecution happens. We 
were grateful to have Chris and Lisa Laney with us were missionaries in a Muslim country for 
over 15 years. 

 

• How would you define persecution 

• What acts of persecution can you think of in the Bible? 
 

DISCUSSING THE MESSAGE:  
Today, 1 in 8 Christians experience persecution for their faith in Jesus. The service began with a 
video, presented as a phone call from a persecuted Christian. Helen from Eritrea was locked in 
a shipping container for over two and a half years for sharing her faith. When told to renounce 
her faith and sign a document that she would stop sharing the gospel, in order to gain her 
freedom, Helen refused. She said: “Jesus Christ is the medicine of the world, and He must be 
shared.” 

 

READ: John 15:18-27 
• What does Jesus say about persecution? 

• What should our attitude be towards persecution? 
 

READ: Acts 8:1-8 
• What effect did persecution have on the Church? 

• How can we see God working through persecution in the early Church? 
 

READ: Acts 6:8-14, 7:51-60 

• Why was Stephen killed?  
• Why were the Jews against Jesus? 

• What was Stephen’s response to persecution? 

 
READ: Rom 5:1-5 

• Why does Paul rejoice in suffering?  
• Have you had times in your life when suffering or hardship has brought you closer 

to God? What has that looked like? 
 

READ: Rom 8:31-39 

• What is Paul convinced of in the passage?  
• How is this a comfort to our faith when we think about persecution? 
 



 

	
	
	
 

 

READ: 1 Cor 12:12-27 
• How would you sum up this passage? 

• What does it mean that we are all “one body?” 

• Read v 26 What does this mean for the persecuted church? What does it mean for 
you? 

• If persecuted Christians aren’t trying to escape persecution, what do you think their 
goal is? 

 

READ: Heb 13:1-3 
• What does this mean for you? 

• How can you practically live this passage out? 
 

 
Pray together for believers in nations where they are persecuted for their faith:  
What country did you put a dot on to pray for? How are you doing with that? If you weren’t 
present on Sunday what is a nation you would commit to pray for?   

What nations can you recall that were dangerous for Christians to express their faith? 

o Pray for believers in those persecuted places.  

o Pray that God continues to draw people in dark places. 

o Pray God will continue to use the hardship of persecution to shine His light in our 
world. 

o Pray that God will continue to be a light to those who are suffering for the sake of His 
kingdom.  

o Pray for believers who continue to live for Jesus, especially in places where they are 
persecuted in such fierce ways. 

 

Pray for one another and for our church:  
o Pray that God will help us to find courage from their stories as we choose to follow 

Him.  

o Pray that God will shape our hearts to care for those who are seeking to follow Him, no 
matter the cost.  

o Ask God to help you to focus on him in times of hardship and suffering. 

o Pray that believers in Australia will be encouraged by the persecuted church and grow 
in faith.  

o Pray God will continue to grow His Church all over the world 

 


