
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 “You are my friends… ”    Sun 9th Oct 2022 
Introduction: Considering Context The Scriptures reveal that God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – speaks to 
people. God spoke to people in the past, which we can read in the Scriptures and in history, and continues 
to speak to people today. When people come to faith in Jesus, we are adopted by the Father, receive the 
Holy Spirit, and are led by the Spirit (Rom 8:14-15). The Holy Spirit guides believers into truth (John 16:13-15) 
and as Jesus is our shepherd, we can recognise his voice (John 10:14-15). The Bible provides a framework for 
discernment, by which we can know that what we hear from Jesus and sense from the Holy Spirit is truly 
from God. We also know that God will never speak anything not consistent with what has already been 
revealed in the Scriptures (2 Tim 3:16-17). 
 

We trust that the Scriptures are true and reveal how God has spoken to humanity. As we journey deeper in 
our relationship with God, we also recognise that the Scriptures were written in a particular context, which is 
significantly different from the context we find ourselves in today. Defining what the Scriptures, written in 
their context, have to say today to people in our context, is an exercise of soul and spirit – it is not simply a 
matter of rational intellect, but also of spiritual discernment (1 Cor 12:10; Heb 5:14). As we hear preachers and 
prophetic messages brought to our generation, we are called to discern the spirit of the message – is it truly 
from God? (1 John 4:1) The Scriptures are unchanging, but context changes and discerning truth and 
applying it in our own context is a continuing work of faith.      

 
WELCOME: The statements of Jesus in John’s Gospel when Jesus says “You are…” is our opportunity as 
followers of Jesus to personalise and understand who “I am” as a disciple of Jesus.  

• What do you recall about who Jesus says “You are” in the past few weeks? 

• What have you learned about being a follower of Jesus in the past few weeks? 

• In what ways is spiritual discernment important in the life of a believer? 

• What does it mean to you to be “in Christ,” and to know that “Christ is in you?” 
    

DISCUSSING THE MESSAGE: (John 15:12-17) 
John 15 comes in the middle of Jesus’ “farewell discourse,” it is his final opportunity to teach his 
followers. “An emphasis on personal relationships suffuses the theology of these chapters. Jesus calls 
the disciples “no longer servants…but friends” (John 15:15). They work for him, but in a spirit of 
friendship and collegiality. It is in the fullest sense of the term a family business. The work and the 
relationships intertwine. “ (ToW 2022) 

 
READ: John 15:12 
• What are your first reflections on this verse? 

• How do you feel about being “commanded” to do something? 
It was suggested another way to interpret the Greek word entole – translated here as “commandment,” 
– was to consider it in our context more like “being commissioned,” as suggested by the translators of 
the Wartburg Project in John 10:18 etc. 
• Jesus commissions his church to be people who love one another as Jesus has loved us and 

sacrificed his life on our behalf – what does this mean to you? 

• How could we do this better as a LIFEgroup and as a Church family?  
 
 



 
 

READ: John 15:13 
Jesus says this to his closest followers before he goes to the Cross. 
• What do you think they would have thought about what he was saying? 

• Knowing that Jesus is prophesying something that will happen later, what does this mean 
to us as followers of Jesus today? 

 
READ: John 15:14 
In our context we read the word “if” as an imperative, but in the New Testament it often expresses the 
subjunctive mood.  

o The imperative mood indicates a command… not a suggestion, a statement about what is 
going on, a direct command, telling you what to do.  

o The subjunctive mood is used to explore conditional or potential situations and outcomes. 
• What are your reflections on the verse? 

• What has Jesus commanded/commissioned his followers to do? 

• How can we demonstrate to others that we are friends of Jesus? 

 
READ: John 15:15 
• What do you imagine a slave might have felt to be set free? 

• Followers of Jesus have been set free – why don’t we always live in the fulness of our 
freedom in Christ? 

• What does Jesus mean that he has passed on everything that the Father told him?  

 
READ: John 15:16 
• What does it mean to you to be chosen by Jesus? 

• What do you think it means to produce lasting fruit in our lives??  

• What do you think it means that we will receive whatever we ask for in Jesus’ name? 
 

 
READ: John 15:17 
• Why does Jesus repeat this to his followers? (Read: John 13:34-35; John 15:12 & 17) 

• Why do you think this is a common theme in the New Testament? (Read: Rom 12:10; 13:8; 
Gal 5:13; Eph 4:2; 1 Thess 3:12; 2 Thess 1:3; Heb 10:24; 1 Pet 1:22; 1 Pet 5:14; 1 Jn 2:7; 
3:11; 3:23; 4:7; 4:11-12; 2 Jn 1:5-6) 

 
 

Pray together:  
Take time as a LIFEgroup to pray for one another and pray for our church family – particularly pray 
about how we see one another and how we can learn to love one another and walk in love 
together. Pray we can identify God’s fruit in our lives, identify it in one another and encourage 
each other. Pray we would allow Jesus to be at work through us and we would be identified as 
true disciples in our church family and in our wider community. Pray that fruit from partnering 
with God in what is already happening would be seen in our lives, our church and in our wider 
community. Pray that we would be a people who declare of Jesus that He is our God. 

 


