
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Footsteps of Faith: God equips those He calls”   Sun 15th Aug 2021 
 

WELCOME:  with lockdown continuing, this is a time for God’s people to engage prayerfully, and this 
coming Sunday is designated a National Day of Prayer and Fasting, in light of the current covid crisis. 
We can also engage in daily praying this week, receiving devotionals each day by registering online at 

http://www.nationaldayofprayer.org.au/lordhavemercy and it includes a Zoom link for nightly Zoom 
prayer meetings at 8pm each evening. 
 

This week we continue looking at some of God’s unexpected choices (unexpected to us maybe – God 
knew!) people that God chose to lead the nation. I love the motley crew of ordinary people that the 
Scriptures tell us God chooses and uses. Last week Deborah shared about Deborah; 

• What key highlights do you remember?  
• How does Deborah’s story impact your life? 
• What difference does it make being a Christian in this season? 
 

DISCUSSING THE MESSAGE: 
 

God calls Gideon. 
 Read Judges 6:11-16 

The Israelites are persecuted by the Midianites who regularly steal their animals and crops and 
destroy their homes. When you read the whole account of Gideon it is clear that he is an incredibly 
brave person. Why might he be trying to remain hidden when he’s threshing wheat.  

• How would you summarise this passage? 
• Why might Gideon be trying to remain hidden when he’s threshing wheat – could there 

be reasons other than fear? 

• What excuse does Gideon make (v15) where have you heard that kind of excuse 
elsewhere in Scripture? (1 Sam 9:17-21; 1 Cor 15:9; Eph 3:7-8) 

• In what ways is it important for Christians to see as God sees (wear Kingdom glasses) not 
just look at people as the world sees them? 

Gideon’s name means “A hewer;” someone who cuts down mighty trees or even their enemies. It is 
the name of someone strong and proactive, the Angel of the Lord reminds Gideon of who he truly 
is – we can bring this prophetic perspective to people we meet – tell them who God says they are?  
Take time later this week to read the rest of Gideon’s story in Judges 6, as he obeys God’s  
Angel, tearing down idols (earning the name Jerub-baal: one who contends with the false 
god Baal) building an altar to God, yet is still unsure and tests God further with fleeces, 
before finally surrendering in obedience to God. 

 

1. God is our source when the odds are against us 
 Read Judges 7:1-8  (There are over 130,000 Midianites and others preparing to attack) 

• How would you summarise what’s happening? 
• Why does God limit the size of the Israelite army?  
• How do you think Gideon might be feeling? 

• What are your reflections about the 300 who agreed to stand with Gideon and fight? 
 
 



 

2. God encourages us when the odds are against us 
 Read Judges 7:9-15   

• How would you summarise what’s happening? 
• What do you think of God giving a dream and the interpretation of the dream to people 

who are not believers? 
• Have you ever encountered a time where God used non-Christians to speak to you? 

• What is Gideon’s immediate response when he is clear that God has spoken (v15) 
When we are facing opposition our first response should not be to address our opposition, but to 
turn in worship to God who is the one who gives the victory. 

 

3. When we obey God we can see amazing things 
 Read Judges 7:16-23   

Although Gideon was promised victory by God, he still had to use his skills, intelligence and 
courage to define the strategy to see God’s outcome take place 

• What are the elements of Gideon’s strategy? * 
• What elements of Gideon’s strategy might be useful for believers spiritually today? 
• God specialises in overcoming HUGE odds – what lessons do we learn to apply in 

situations where we are facing huge odds today?  
 

*Gideon’s strategy 
• Select the few God has chosen, who are gifted, willing and able 
• Worship God and thank him for the victory 
• Identify the enemy’s position 
• Place warriors at key points – Gideon had 3 groups 
• Praise God loudly – with trumpets! 
• Reveal the light 
• Raise a battle cry honouring God 

 

Our response: 
 

Take a few moments to praise and worship our God: 
God specialises in overcoming HUGE odds 
God wants us to see what He sees (KINGDOM) 
God wants to connect with us not control us 
God wants your availability before your ability 
God wants us to obey because we love him  

 

Mike finished with a prayer that he invited everyone to pray: 
 

Hi God, I take this time to connect with you – Father God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit. I’ve not fully 
been who I should be and I have not been connected to you as I could be. I’ve done the wrong thing 
so often – in the words of the Bible I’m a sinner – but I want to change that. In my heart I know the 
gospel is true – Jesus died for me, as a result of my sins and took them away. God raised Jesus from 
the dead and I am free now to live in Christ. God help me to walk out my new life in freedom, to truly 
be your child. I surrender to you God, I declare Jesus is Lord of my life and that I am born again into a 
new life in Christ.  Amen 
 

Pray together: 
Pray that we, as the family of Connect Church, would engage in prayer to seek God, to bring a victory 
over Covid-19 despite the odds being against us. Pray that we would make the effort to strengthen 
each other, to connect others to Christ and to represent the Church of Jesus well in our world. 

 


