
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Faith doesn’t always make sense”      Sun 1st August 2021 
 

WELCOME:  as we continue to “gather” in various electronic forums, it can be a challenge to stay truly 
connected to one another, to God and to our wider community. Chat as a group about what you can 
do to help one another stay connected, help our church family stay connected – especially people on 
the fringes – and to connect with our local community. If you have some good ideas ask your 
LIFEgroup leader to email them to Mike. 
 

This week we continue in the book of Joshua searching out what it has to teach us about Faith.  
Continue to remember that Christians view the Old Testament through the lens of the Death and 
Resurrection of Jesus.  

 

What do you recall from last week’s message from Joshua 1 & 2? 
• What were the 3 lessons to learn from Joshua last week?  

• What were your thoughts about God using a prostitute as a key person in His plans? 
• What does it mean to you to “Act on God’s Word?” How have you done that before? 
 

 

DISCUSSING THE MESSAGE: 
 
 

1. God’s ways are different 
 Read Joshua 6:1-2 

• How would you summarise these two verses? 
• If you were in Joshua’s shoes what might you be thinking? 
• What do you think the people might have been thinking? 

 
 Read Isa 55:8-9  

• How do you understand these verses? 
• In what ways have you encountered God’s “different ways” in your life? 
 

 Read Joshua 6:3-5 
• Would you have been tempted to question God? 
• If you were in Joshua’s shoes what might you have asked? 
 

2. Our obedience sees God’s response. 
Obedience to God is an outcome of the revelation of how much God loves us, of realising the price he 
has paid for us and our response in gratitude and love for God, is to do what God asks.  

 

 Read Joshua 6:6-11 
• Not only are Joshua’s directions strange, but Joshua forbids the people from talking – 

why might he have done that? 
• Have you ever allowed anyone’s “common sense” to persuade you not to engage in 

something radical for God? Or do you know someone else who has? 
 



 
 
 
 Read Joshua 6:12-16 

• It potentially took the people of Israel an hour or so to walk around the walled city of 
Jericho, how do you think they were feeling? 

• What else do you notice about the people of God in this account? 
• Why do you think God has not given them instruction to rest on the Sabbath? 

 
3. God keeps His promises and we should be people of our word. 
 

 Read Joshua 6:17 
The Hebrew word that is translated as “destroyed,” here and in verses 18 and 21, refers to the 
consecration of things as an offering to the Lord, either by fully destroying them, as in a burnt offering, 
or by giving them as gift in an offering 

• Why is everything in the city to be destroyed, but Rahab’s family is to be spared?  
 
 Read Joshua 6:18-27 

The cost to the people of Jericho for their disobedience to God is the complete destruction of the city. 
In our present culture it is difficult to comprehend this extreme response. God identifies the 
authenticity of people’s love by their devotion to Him and wants their focus to remain centred on God. 
We are blessed to have been born into the New Covenant with God where Grace is extended to us, as 
a consequence of Jesus’ suffering, we should never take it (or God) for granted. 

 
• Joshua’s extreme actions, in obedience to God, led to his reputation being known in the 

nation. What actions should we be taking in obedience, so that God and his church are 
known in our community – for the right reasons? 

 

 

Our response: 
 

Take a few moments to consider how you can act on these 3 lessons: 
 

1. God’s ways are different. 

2. Our obedience sees God’s response. 

3. God keeps promises and so should we. 

 
This week’s message continued to explore taking action in obedience to God, as a result of our faith. 
How can you take action this week to engage in our world as God’s appointed person? 

 
Please pray for people in our church family who are finding it difficult – commit to make a call, text 
someone and send a message of encouragement and hope. 

 
 

 

Pray together: 
Pray that we, as the family of Connect Church, would make the effort to strengthen each other to 
represent the Church of Jesus well in our world. 

 


