
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Footsteps of Faith: Faith can be seen” Sun 11th July 2021 
 

WELCOME: it’s a challenging time, with lockdown continuing, concern for people and businesses 
impacted and a lack of clarity about where everything is heading. It’s a time to engage prayerfully, 
even if we have to do that remotely. Take some time to pray for our Connect church family, for the 
leadership team to make wise decisions that honour God in our community. 
 

We carry on in our series on “Footsteps of Faith,” following Vanessa’s message last week. This week we 
are asking questions about who or what we worship? What do you recall from Vanessa’s message? 

• What did Vanessa mean by “fresh faith” and “old faith?” Which do you have?  
• In what was is God at work refining you and removing dross from your life? 
• How are you fixing your eyes on Jesus: how do you spend time with Jesus? 
• How are you partnering with others in your church family to make a difference? 
 

DISCUSSING THE MESSAGE: 
 

1. Genuine Faith ACTS on God’s Word 
 Read James 1:22-25 

• How would you summarise the passage? 
• In what ways do the principles remain relevant today? 

• In what ways is looking into God’s Word like looking into a mirror? 

• How does James characterise people to listen to God’s Word but don’t do what it says? 
 

The words “faith” and “belief” are used interchangeably at times and we can get the idea that we can 
somehow summon up faith or belief ourselves and people are agents of salvation 

 Read Eph 2:8-10 
• How would you summarise the verses?  
• In light of this passage how would you say you came to faith in Christ? 

• What does it mean to join God in the work already prepared for us? 
 

 

 Read John 15:4-8 
• How would you describe the point Jesus is making here?  
• Jesus teaches that when we remain in Christ we “will produce much fruit.” What fruit do you 

think we should we expect in our own lives, in our LIFEgroup, in our church family? 
 

The word “religious” is sometimes used as a derogatory term – how do you feel when people describe 
you as a religious person? 

 Read James 1:26-27 
• How would you summarise the verses?  
• If James was writing to our church, how might he have said this? 

• What does it mean to you to help people in need, but not to “let the world corrupt you?” 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

2. Genuine Faith produces Good Works. 
 

 Read James 2:14-18 
• When you read this how do you respond? 

• When have you been in a situation where you have been able to help someone? 

• Can a person have faith, if it doesn’t make any difference to how they act in life? 
 

Is it enough to have a “private faith,” to simply have some vague belief in God that doesn’t make any 
difference to how you think and act in lif 

 

 Read James 2:19-20 
• How would you summarise the verses? 

• What are your thoughts – what’s the difference between believing in God and having faith? 
 

 Read James 2:21-25 
• What do you think it means that Abraham’s faith and actions “worked together?” 

• In what ways does our faith impact our status in life? (Abraham was a wealthy man, Rahab 
was a prostitute.) 

 

 Read James 2:26 
• How would you summarise this final verse? 

• Do our good works save us? How does our faith and our good works impact our world? 
 

Our response: 
 

Take a few moments to consider how your faith could be represented by good works.  
 

As a church we have been praying for Melissa - a young Mum with 4 kids, who lost her husband to cancer 
recently.  She is in the depths of grief and has many challenges ahead of her. Her farmhouse in North NSW 
has been taken over by the mouse plague and they need to get the property ready for sale, as she can’t 
remain and adequately care for her family there now. Some people in our church family have felt God has 
put it on their heart to donate to support Melissa financially.  
  
This week’s message was about taking action as a result of our faith, and this is one way we can do that. As 
a leadership team we have prayed about this, discussed it and wanted to make the opportunity available 
to everyone to contribute. Every little bit helps, it’s about giving what we are able to give – perhaps our 
kids can give a few dollars, perhaps we can sacrifice the price of a takeaway dinner? However, if as you pray 
about it, you don’t have the capacity to give at this time, or you don’t feel a sense of calling to give to this 
situation, please don’t feel pressured in this – we want to be a blessing to you, as well as to this family and 
we know that some people are doing it tough or are already supporting other causes. 
 
Please pray for Melissa and her family and if God puts it on your heart to give financially, you can deposit 
funds in the church account, with the reference “Family in need,” to forward to them. 
  

Account name:              Connect Church Engadine Reference:                         Family in Need 
BSB:                                      062 164    Account No:                     0090 6262 

 

If you do make a donation, could you also email treasurer@connectchurch.org.au so that Laurie knows to 
direct the funds. 

 

 

Pray together: 
Pray that we, as the family of Connect Church, would make the effort to strengthen each other to 
represent the Church of Jesus well in our world. 

 


