
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Perspectives of Power: All by Faith”     Sunday 30th May 2021 
 
WELCOME: We began by reviewing the journey we have been on in the series on “Perspective of 
Power,” over the last 3 months. What key things do you recall from any of the messages - titles were: 
 

Glimpse of Glory: “Transfiguration” Matt 17. Glimpse of humility: Jesus washes disciples’ feet John 13 
Jesus promises the Holy Spirit John 14 & 15. Jesus died for our sins John 19. Death Defeated John 20 
God prepares people Exodus 2 & 3. The Passover Lamb Exodus 12. Glory & Dry Ground Exodus 14. 
Power of the Holy Spirit Acts 2. Gospel is for Everyone Acts 10. Till all hear. Acts 13. All by Faith Acts 15. 
 

• When you reflect on the series what point do you recall most vividly?  
• What overarching picture do you get from this discussion of Power? 
 

DISCUSSING THE MESSAGE: 
Mike shared a story to reflect on the difference between Power and Authority. He offered the idea of a 
random individual standing in the road, in front of an oncoming truck, attempting to stop it by their 
physical strength alone. This was contrasted with a Police Officer in uniform, standing in the road and 
holding up a hand to stop the truck. 

• What differences are there in the approach of the two individuals? 

• How are Power and Authority at work in these accounts? 

• What does the Police uniform represent in our world? How does it relate to power/authority? 

• It was suggested that Christians have a “uniform,” what are your thoughts about that?  
(Hint: Read Eph 6:10-18) 

 

It was indicated that “Jesus gives His followers authority to call on God’s power and invites believers to 
ask God to intervene” in the situations and circumstances that we face. 

• What are your reflections on differences for followers of Jesus between speaking with 
authority or acting in power in the world? 

• How have you seen Power and Authority at work in your life? 
 

 Read Acts 15:1-7 
While the specific issue mentioned here relates to the religious tradition of “circumcision,” it could 
refer to anything we think we have to do in our own strength, in order to be saved. 

 

• Have you encountered behaviours people have said that you need to do to be a Christian?  
• Should we expect people to behave differently when they come to faith in Christ?  
 

 Read Eph 2:8-9; Rom 3:27-28; Gal 2:16 
• What are the key requirements for salvation in Christ? 

• What can people do to earn their salvation? 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 Read 1 Cor 15:58; Eph 2:10; James 2:14-17  
• The Scriptures are not contradictory – how do these Scriptures relate to the previous ones? 

• Can we identify people who have encountered salvation in Christ? How? 
 
WE ARE NOT SAVED BY WHAT WE DO – SALVATION IS ALL OF GRACE BY FAITH (Acts 15:11; Eph 2:8)  
 

 Read Acts 15:8-11 
• Peter clearly knows that the Gentiles received the Holy Spirit: how do you think he knew this?  
• Read Acts 10:46 – what does this indicate about people encountering the Holy Spirit? 

• What do the church leaders conclude about salvation in verse 11? 
 

 Read Acts 15: 12-31 
The apostles and leaders of the early church recognise God has welcomed the Gentiles into the church. They 
relate to passages in the Old Testament that prophesied about this. They then provide four specific 
limitations for the Gentiles to observe. The intent here is to enable the Jewish and Gentile converts to relate 
together without offence, and for the Gentiles to be able to visit the local synagogue, which was the only 
place they would hear the Scriptures being taught at this time in history. 
 

• Read verse 19 – How can the church today make it difficult for people to turn to God? 

• Read verse 31 – what response does godly leadership inspire? When have you experienced a 
sense of joy in your experience of church life? 

 
 Read Acts 15: 32-35 

• Read verse 32 – How can we in the church today strengthen and encourage one another? 
 

Our response: 
 

Take a few moments to consider who in the Connect church family you believe needs strengthening 
and encouraging. Commit to pray for them and to send a strengthening message to build them up, 
or to encourage them when you see them. Who will you encourage this coming week/weekend? 
 

 

Pray together: 
Pray that we would each be encouraged to be the kind of encourager in life that those around us need.  

Pray that we, as the family of Connect Church, would make the effort to strengthen each other to 
represent the Church of Jesus well in our world. 

Pray we would give and receive the kind of forgiveness we all need, to be who God has called us to be    

Pray that we would make time this week to listen to God, whether through our 5 x 5 x 5 journey or other 
devotional process, make time to listen as God speaks to us.  

Pray that we would make time this week to trust God in deeper ways than we have before – to step out 
in faith and pray for someone, to share a word, sow a seed, live as a witness.   

 

 

This week why not engage with the 5 x 5 x 5 process – take 5 mins for 5 days and dig deeper in 5 ways. 

 


