
Connect Lifegroup Study- Sunday 16th May, 2021 

Read Stephen*’s story of courageous faith in Laos. (*name changed for safety) 
(Read the story overleaf)  
 

• What comes to mind as you read Stephen*’s story? 
 
Read Acts 10:1-8 

• What do you learn about Cornelius? 
(Roman officer, converted to Judaism, devout, God-fearing man, leader of his 
household, open to God’s messenger, obedient….) 
 
Read Acts 10:9-29 
Remember who Peter was - stories of his time with Jesus (impetuous, loving, 
believing, doubting, denying) the one who was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke 
to many nations at Pentecost, healer (Acts 5:15-16) 
 

• Why did he believe that the gospel was only for Jews (Israelites)? 
• Who is your Cornelius? (Someone who you believe will never “hear” the 

gospel truth) Why?  
• Can you believe that God may be working in their life as he was in 

Cornelius’? 
 
Read Acts 10:30-48 
As Peter was bringing the gospel (Acts 11:15, Peter says “as I began to speak”) the 
Holy Spirit fell on the Gentiles (non-Jews) and they responded in tongues and 
praising God. Throughout Acts we see this physical experience of the Holy Spirit 
repeated. People believe and they are baptised in the Holy Spirit. (Acts 8:36; 9:17–
19; 13:12, 48; 14:1; 16:14; 17:4, 34). 
 
Read Acts 1:4-8.  

• What was the purpose of the coming of the Holy Spirit?  
• Has that changed today? 

   
Have you experienced a baptism of the Holy Spirit (the Holy Spirit “falling” on you)? 

• In what ways is an encounter with the Holy Spirit needed in the church today?  
• What might a Spirit empowered church look like? 

 
Pray for one another. 
I confess that I live out of my own capacity more than living through the power of 
the Holy Spirit. How can I change that balance?  
I desire to live more and more in the power and gifting of the Holy Spirit. Do you? 
Pray that we would encounter the empowerment of the Holy Spirit together. 



Stephen*’s (*name changed for safety) story of courageous faith 
 
 

Stephen* lived in a small mountain village in Laos. Growing up, he knew no other belief but 
Buddhism, which watchful authorities would ensure was followed at all times. It wasn’t until 
he was well into adulthood that Stephen discovered Jesus through a Christian radio station. 
 

“I wanted to convert,” Stephen said. “Then I met a man who invited me to his house and 
gave me a book: the Bible. I read it and understood it. Then I accepted Jesus into my life. I 
then began to lead a small group, and we started to gather and worship God.” 
 

Soon, Stephen’s small group was discovered & his cousin, the village chief, confronted him. 
 

“He got so angry at me and punched me many times on my head until I fell on the 
ground,” Stephen remembered. 
 

After the brutal beating, Stephen’s cousin gave him an ultimatum: abandon his faith or be 
cast out. 
 

Stephen chose to leave his home village right away, but not before his community beat him 
once more and set his home alight. 
 
 

Opposition Again 
 
 

In his new village, it wasn’t long before Stephen’s Christian faith was discovered again. 
 

“The village chief kept on telling me, ‘You are stupid!’ He was very mad. He said, ‘We don’t 
want you to convert people and tell people about your religion. Your religion is from the 
foreigners!’” 
 

But Stephen refused to stop sharing the gospel and even began hosting worship 
gatherings. 
 

“I am always reminded that if people try to kill me for my faith, the Bible says not to be 
afraid. They can kill my body but not my soul. If they want to kill me, I have no problem with 
it for I know where I’m going after.” 
 
 

Hope That Cannot Be Shaken 
 
 

Stephen’s journey has been full of suffering, isolation and violence. Following Jesus has 
nearly cost him everything. But, because of faithful supporters like you, he and his family 
have been equipped to face this persecution with courageous faith. 
 

“There are times when I feel like the world is against me,” Stephen shared. “But God sent 
people. He used Open Doors.” 
 

Stephen recently joined a church leaders gathering with other persecuted Christians and is 
learning how to empower the Laotian church to face the future. 
 

His wife has also received literacy training and now teaches believers in their new village. 
 

Even during the pandemic, Stephen’s family have continued to house believers who have 
been ostracised.  And although COVID-19 is making everyday life increasingly difficult, 
Stephen trusts that God will provide, just as He did before. 


