
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Mother’s Day”     Sunday 9th May 2021 
 

WELCOME: We’ve taken a side-step from our series, to recognise Mother’s Day this week. We recognise 
this can be a bittersweet day for many reasons – your Mum may not be with you; she may have passed 
away and there is pain associated. Maybe your Mum was not perfect, or you reflect on your failings as a 
Mum, or perhaps you haven’t had the opportunity to be a Mum. We appreciate Motherhood and it’s 
not all just about the title of “Mother.” We recognise that it takes a village to raise a child, and we’re 
thankful for all the Mums in our village. In our service on Sunday we sought to acknowledge the 
important impact of all of the women in the life of our church family. As a church in the Churches of 
Christ, it’s part of the history of the movement that women were ordained, preached, and led 
churches. We value women AND men in our leadership team, believing God has called and gifted each 
of us, we all bring valuable contributions to discerning the way forward for our church family.   
 

• What do you value about our Connect Church leadership team?  
• What advantages/disadvantages do you perceive, having both men & women on the team? 

 

 

DISCUSSING THE MESSAGE(S): 
The messages brought by Anthony and Laurie, were framed by the all-male band serving us by leading 
us in Worship, Vanessa’s Communion message on Forgiveness, Deb’s welcome, and the video she 
shared of a Mum’s life set to Bohemian Rhapsody. 

 

• What were your thoughts about the video? Could you relate it to your Mum’s experience?  
• What did you appreciate about the different contributions everyone brought to the service?  

 

On Easter Sunday we recognised Jesus asked Mary Magdalene first, and then a group of women who 
had come to anoint him, to take the message of his Resurrection to the rest of his followers. These 
were the first declarations of the full gospel message and Jesus had no hesitation, despite a strong 
patriarchal culture, in giving the responsibility to the first people he encountered, regardless of their 
gender. 
 

• What other encounters can you recall where Jesus revealed important truths to women? 

• Considering the culture of the time, in what ways did Jesus demonstrate his value of people; 
Jews and Gentiles, male and female, adults and children?  

 

Anthony Jones and Laurie Veness shared their honest reflections on Sunday. Anthony shared the 
following: 
 

 Read Proverbs 31:10-12 
• What are your reflections on what Anthony shared and how he shared it? 
• What are your initial thoughts from these verses? 

• What are the key qualities of a good partner? 

• In what ways should these qualities be apparent in our lives as followers of Jesus? 
 



 

 

 

What ways are there that we can be better partners in church life – better in our partnership with God, 
better in partnership with one another as a church family, better in our partnership in this LIFEgroup? 

 
Laurie shared on the following: 

 

  Read Proverbs 31: 25-29  
• What are your reflections on what Laurie shared and how he shared it? 
• What are your initial thoughts from the verses? 

• When you read these verses does anyone in particular come to mind? 
• Re-read the passage with and replace the “she” in the passage with “the church”? 
• In what ways can we become a church that represents that “she” in our world? 

 

 

Our response: 
 

As we shared in Communion, Vanessa challenged us with the concept of “forgiveness.”  
Take a few moments in silence to reflect on whether there is anything we need to forgive or receive 
forgiveness for – particularly based around the ideas we’re encountered in this study. 
 

 

Pray together: 
Pray that we would each be encouraged to be the kind of partner in life that those around us need.  

Pray that we, as the family of Connect Church, would make the effort to partner together with each 
other to represent the Church of Jesus well in our world. 

Pray we would give and receive the kind of forgiveness we all need, to be who God has called us to be    

Pray that we would make time this week to listen to God, whether through our 5 x 5 x 5 journey or other 
devotional process, make time to listen as God speaks to us.  

Pray that we would make time this week to trust God in deeper ways than we have before – to step out 
in faith and pray for someone, to share a word, sow a seed, live as a witness.   

 

 

This week why not engage with the 5 x 5 x 5 process – take 5 mins for 5 days and dig deeper in 5 ways. 

 


