
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Power of the Holy Spirit”     Sunday 2nd May 2021 
 

WELCOME: We’re continuing in our series on the ways God’s power is expressed in the Scriptures.  
 

Q. What do you remember about God’s Power demonstrated in any of the prior sermons? 
 

When we use the word “Theology” in a Christian context, it is often preceded by an adjective, to 
demarcate our brand of belief – evangelical, Pentecostal, liberal, Catholic etc. However, theology was 
not intended to be something that divides people, at its root theology is simply the study of God.  

“Theology” derives from the Greek theologia which is a combination of theos ('God') and a 
term relating to logos ('word, discourse, account, reasoning'). Theologia was used with the 
meaning 'discourse on God' by Plato around 380 BC.    Prof C. B. Scouteris 

Our approach to theology should be based solely on revelation of God, from the Word and the Spirit. 
 

DISCUSSING THE MESSAGE: 
This week’s message explores a different aspect of “Power” in the Scriptures. It explores the active 
Power of the Holy Spirit in the birth of the church in the New Testament, which has implications for 
how the church continues down through history. Last week’s exploration of the Exodus could be 
summarized as an encounter where the wind blew a path, leading God’s people to freedom, away 
from the enemy people and darkness.  
 

Q. In what ways would you describe the Exodus of God’s People through the Red Sea? 
 

The Exodus was the outcome of a situation in which God’s people were set free in practical ways using 
spiritual means. In this week’s passage of Scripture, we encounter ways in which God’s people in the 
New Testament encounter spiritual freedom. We will see in a spiritual context that the wind again 
blows a path, leading God’s people to freedom, away from the enemy people and darkness. 
 

 Read Acts 1: 4-8  
• What are your initial thoughts from the passage? 

• What is the “gift the Father promised?” (Check out Joel 2:28-29) 

• What is the purpose of the gift and how does it relate to Matt 28:18-20 
 

  Read Acts 2: 1-11  
• What are your initial thoughts from the passage? 

• What do you think it would have been like to speak in tongues or hear this speaking in 
tongues for the first time? Have you ever encountered anything like this? 

• What did the hearers make of what they heard from the Christians? 
 

                  POINT 1. The Holy Spirit empowers Jesus’ people to communicate God’s good news to our world. 
 

Summary of Acts 2:14-41: Peter stepped forward, “What you see was spoken by the prophet Joel. God 
raised Jesus from the dead, we are witnesses, let everyone know God has made Jesus, whom you crucified, 
both Lord & Messiah!” They said, “what should we do?” Peter replied, “repent of your sins, turn to God, be 
baptized in the name of Jesus for forgiveness of your sins. you will receive the Holy Spirit. Those who 
believed were added to the church that day—about 3,000 in all.   

 



 
 
  

Peter’s audience are religious Jewish people and, in his approach to them, he begins by speaking to 
them within the framework of their culture.  Re-read Joel 2:28-29 Peter then also refers to Ps 16:8-11 
explaining what is happening in terms that they could understand. 

  

 Acts 2: 14-41  
• What are your initial thoughts from the Summary of the passage? 

• What are the key points of Peter’s initial message? 
• What are the 3 key points of the Gospel message? 
• What did the hearers say in response to Peter’s message? 
• What was the practical outcome (v41) 

 

 POINT 2. The Holy Spirit empowers Jesus’ people to share the Gospel in our world. 
 

 Read Acts 2: 42-47  
• What are your initial thoughts from the passage? 

• What are the key elements the first church shared in together? 
• How should the patterns of the early church influence the church today? 
• What characteristics are there in this passage that our world should see in our church today? 
• What do you think our community might see in our church family? 

 

 POINT 3. The Holy Spirit empowers Jesus’ people to share in a GOOD NEWS LIFE together. 
 

Our response: 
 

We responded by sharing in Communion together, reflecting on 1 Cor 15:3-4) 
 

• Christ died for our sins, just as the Scriptures said 
• He was buried, and  
• He was raised from the dead on the third day 

 

Pray together: 
Pray that we would each surrender to the empowering work of the Holy Spirit in our lives. Pray that we 
would each in our own way, step forward and communicate the gospel: God’s good news to our world.  

Pray that we, as the family of Connect Church, would make the effort to share in God’s Good News Life 
for us together and extend the invitation to others in need. 

Pray that we would engage with the kind of commitment the first church had and that we would see 
people coming to faith in Jesus Christ, being saved and baptised.    

Pray that we would make time this week to LISTEN to God, whether through our 5 x 5 x 5 journey or 
other devotional process, make time to listen as God speaks to us.  

Pray that we would make time this week to TRUST God in deeper ways than we have before – to step 
out in faith and pray for someone, to share a word, sow a seed, live as a witness.   

 

 

This week why not engage with the 5 x 5 x 5 process – take 5 mins for 5 days and dig deeper in 5 ways. 

 


