
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Role of the Holy Spirit”     Sunday 21st March 2021 
 

WELCOME: As Easter approaches, we’re planning a self-guided reflective service on Good Friday, you 
can come and go between 9am and 10am. We’re also planning an all-ages, church family service on 
Easter Sunday – we’ll send out a link to RSVP soon. 
 

DISCUSSING THE MESSAGE: 
This week’s message continues the current series, reflecting on aspects of “Power” in the Scriptures. 
The first message was about “power” at work in Jesus’ life, as he displayed his “Glory,” then last week 
we considered the power of humility. This week we are looking at the role of the Holy Spirit and the 
power of the Holy Spirit at work. 

• How would you describe the Holy Spirit? 

• In what ways have you perceived the Holy Spirit at work in your own life? 
 

We watched a short video of N.T. Wright an Anglican Bishop, who is a University Professor of New 
Testament Studies, speaking about the role of the Holy Spirit.  

• What do you recall from the video? 

• What – if anything – was new information for you? 

• What did you agree or disagree with? 
 

N.T. Wright made these points: 

The Holy Spirit calls people to be followers of Jesus  
The outcome of this is that the Holy Spirit is at work in the lives of people who don’t believe, those are 
not followers of Jesus, the Holy Spirit is active drawing them to Christ. 

• What are your thoughts/reflections about that realisation? 
• READ: John 6:44; Rom 1:6-7; 1 Cor 1:2 

 

“…fallen human hearts are gripped by sin. None of us have it in us by nature to take the 
gospel seriously and turn to God in complete trust… We came to trust the Lord because God 
himself drew us to him… In this act of almighty grace, the Holy Spirit is the direct agent. He 
illuminates, convinces, quickens, induces new birth, imparts repentance, and prompts the 
converted soul’s confession, “Jesus is Lord.’”               Evangelical Theologian J.I. Packer 

 

N.T. Wright also said  

The Holy Spirit empowers/energises believers as we are sent by Jesus  
The outcome of this is that the Holy Spirit is at work in the lives of believers, who are faithfully taking 
the truth of who Jesus is, to the world around us. 

• In what ways does this relate to the lessons we learned in Evangelism Shift? 
• READ: Luke 24:49; Acts 1:8; Acts 2:38 

 
 



 

 

N.T. Wright made this statement  

The work of the Holy Spirit is to convict the world of sin, righteousness and judgement  
The outcome of this is that it is a role of the Holy Spirit to bring conviction of sin to people’s lives, 
which indicates that this is not a primary role for the church or for Christians. 

• What are your thoughts/reflections about that realisation? 
• READ: John 16:5-11 

Although bringing comments of conviction about people’s sin is not a primary role for the church or 
Christians, we should be prepared to discuss this and not shy away from these issues, if someone 
initiates the conversation and raises it with us. 

 
Point 1:  The Holy Spirit lives in those who love Jesus; teaches & reminds believers of truth,  

and brings peace in face of fear 

 Read John 14:15-27 
 This passage is often titled “Jesus promises the Holy Spirit.”   

• What are your initial thoughts from the passage? 

• How can we identify people who truly love Jesus? 
• Have you ever encountered the peace of mind and heart Jesus says he gives here? 

 
Point 2:  The Holy Spirit points people to Jesus & empowers us to point people to Jesus too. 
 

 Read John 15:26-27 
The original language describes the Holy Spirit using the word “parakletos,” this is a complex word, 
not easily explained in a simple equivalent word, as it is translated into English. It comes from two 
Greek terms “para” which means “alongside” and “kaleo” which means “to call.” So, it has the overall 
sense of “a person who is called alongside,” which can be in the sense of a legal advocate, or a person 
who comes alongside to console or to comfort someone, a helper or counsellor. 

• What are your initial thoughts from these verses? 

• How have you seen the Holy Spirit at work in people’s lives pointing them to Jesus? 
• When have you trusted the Holy Spirit to empower you to point people to Jesus? 

 
Our response: 

Recognise and accept that we are empowered by the Spirit and this week seek;  
• A fresh revelation and understanding of the Spirit at work in you 
• Power beyond what you know you can do yourself in your own strength 
• A clear testimony to share from your own life or conversations with others 
• Opportunities to share the Good News this week 

 
This week continue to engage with 5 x 5 x 5– take 5 mins for 5 days and dig deeper in 5 ways. 
 

Pray together: 
Pray that we would make time this week to seek God, to know that we know that we know that we 
empowered by the Holy Spirit for God’s purposes at work in our world. Pray for faith and for 
opportunities and confidence to share the Good News of Jesus with someone this week. 


