
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“The Only Way”     Sunday 25th Oct 2020 
 
WELCOME: In the past few weeks we have reflected on “Beginnings,” and this week we explore the 
beginning of a new way for humanity. What key points do you recall from the past couple of weeks – 
from Phil’s Tower and Vanessa’s message that Jesus is God from the very beginning, and in what ways 
are each of those messages significant for Christians? 

 
DISCUSSING THE MESSAGE: 
The message began with the sharing of a powerful love story –a man who had been so ill that he had a 
leg amputated, but when his family sought to put his wife into care he refused. He refused to let his 
limitations or hers keep them apart, and he continued to look after his wife himself. What are the great 
love stories you have experienced in your life? 
 
This great love story pre-empted the relating of “the greatest love story ever told.” 
 
Then, there was a spoken word video clip titled, “Why I hate religion, but love Jesus.”  
 

• What do you think of when you hear that title? 

• What differences do you think there are between religion and Jesus? 
• What lines do you recall from the clip – was there anything you agree/disagree with?  

(some of the lines were more culturally American!) 
 

Some thought provoking lines: 
• “if grace is water, then the Church should be an ocean.” 
• “not a museum for good people—it's a hospital for the broken.” 
• “religion says "do"; Jesus says "done." 
• “when Jesus said, "It is finished," I believe He meant it.” 

 
What thoughts do those lines raise? 
 
Point 1: Jesus says we must be born again 
 

 Read John 3:1-15 
 
 Re-read John 3:1-3 

• What are your initial thoughts from the passage? 

• Why might Nicodemus have gone to see Jesus “after dark?” 
In John 3:3 the phrase translated “born again” in the original language is “gennaō anōthen”  

 which can also be translated as “born from above.”  
• Does the idea of being “born from above” convey anything different from being “born 

again?”  
 
 



 
 

 Re-read John 3:5-8 
• What do you think Jesus communicates in this statement?  
• What is Jesus saying it means to be “born of the Spirit?” 

 
 Re-read John 3:14-15 

 Verse 14 presents a prophesy of Jesus’ crucifixion 
• What might Nicodemus have understood from what Jesus said here? 

• In what ways might this have impacted Nicodemus as he reflected after the crucifixion? 
(Consider John 19:38-42) 

 
 Read John 3:16-21 
 

Can anyone in the group recite John 3:16-17 that we were encouraged to learn on Sunday? 
 

Point 2: The Father sent the Son to save us. 
 

• Why do you think John 3:16 is often considered the “most famous” verse in the Bible? 

• How would you summarise verse 16 in your own words? 

• What additional perspective does verse 17 bring to our understanding of what Jesus is 
teaching?  

• How could we positively contribute to Jesus’ work of saving the world? 
  
 

• What difference could living with this concept of “Christianity” – being more interested in 
someone’s salvation than in our judgement of others – make to the world?  

• What could our community look like if we engaged – as a church, small group or 
individual – in partnership with Jesus in seeking salvation?  

 

The Church, the Body of Christ, IS God’s instrument to point the world towards salvation in Christ. There 
is a simple Gospel song which became an anthem of the civil rights movement in America in the 1950's 
and 60's – perhaps you’ve heard it. If we followed the direction of the words of the song. Connect church 
could make a difference, as we allow God’s light to shine through our lives. 

 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine, This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine  
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine. 
All around the world, I’m gonna let it shine All around the world, I’m gonna let it shine  
All around the world, I’m gonna let it shine Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.  
 

 
Pray together: 
Pray that we would be a light, shining in the darkness in the world around us.  

In Jesus name, Amen. 


