
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Genesis 1 “Beginning of relationships”     Sunday 20th Sept 2020 
WELCOME: In the past couple of weeks we have reflected on “Beginnings.” What key points do you 
recall from the past couple of weeks and in what ways are each of them significant for Christians? 

CONSIDER:   
• All human beings are valued by God.  

• Maturing Christians "speak the truth in love."  

• God supplies key foundations for us to build bridges – instead we are prone to build walls.  

• Creation reveals the Creator.  

• What else do you recall as being significant? 
 

DISCUSSING THE MESSAGE: 
Genesis 1 sets the platform for God’s perfect plan for humanity 
 

 Read Genesis 1:26 
• What does the verse  tell us about God? 

• What does the verse tell us about humanity? 
 
 Read Genesis 1:27 

• What does the verse  tell us about male and female humans and the image of God in a 
perfect world? 

 
 Read Genesis 1:28 

• What does God’s blessing reveal about God’s perfect plan for his perfect humanity in a 
perfect world? 

 
If we are honest we acknowledge we don’t live in a perfect world, and that we are not perfect.  

 

• How should we personally respond when we fail to live up to God’s standards ourselves?  
• How should we respond when other Christians fail to live up to God’s standards?  
• How should we respond when people who are not Christian fail to live up to God’s 

standards?  
• Should our responses be different in any of the situations? If so why? 

 
 Read John 8:1-11 

• What are your first reflections about this passage? 

• What attitudes do you perceive from the religious leaders?  
• When have you encountered any of those kinds of attitudes from people? 

• What contrasts do you see in the approach of Jesus? 

• How should Christians deal with people who are broken by sin in our world today? 
 



 
 

  
 Read Heb 8:6-13 

• What are your inital reflections about this passage? 

• In what ways are Christians beneficiaries of a better covenant relationship with God?  
 

God’s plan for his New Covenant people was to change our hearts towards God and towards others, to 
soften our hearts and fill us with a new Spirit.  (Also check out Jer 31:33 and Ezek 11:19 & 36:26 when 
you can) 

 
Pastor Timothy Keller wrote: “Christians go into the world as witnesses of the kingdom (Acts 1:6-8). To 
spread the kingdom of God is more than simply winning people to Christ. It is also working for the healing of 
persons, families, relationships, and nations; it is doing deeds of mercy and seeking justice. It is ordering lives 
and relationships and institutions and communities according to God’s authority to bring in the blessedness 
of the kingdom.” 

 

• What are your initial reflections about these comments? Is this true/untrue? Why? 

• If there is truth in Pastor Keller’s reflections, then how do we relate to that definition of 
Christianity and the church?  

 
Though we must not lose sight of the importance of Christians gathering together, in Timothy Keller’s 
estimation there is a lot more to following Jesus than just attending a Sunday church service. 

• What difference would living with this concept of a “Christianity” make to you?  
• What could our community look like if we engaged – as a church, small group or 

individual – in some of these areas?  
 

Sunday’s message finished with a Choir singing a song first made famous by Michael Jackson. The 
chorus of this song contains a personal challenge: 
 

I'm starting with the man (or woman) in the mirror 
I'm asking him/her to change his/her ways 
And no message could have been any clearer 
If you want to make the world a better place 
Take a look at yourself, and then make a change 

 

Consider the impact we could have in our world – personally, as a small group and as a church – if we 
took this to heart and began to work on our own internal concerns, before bringing a challenge to 
others. The Church, the Body of Christ, IS God’s instrument to point the world towards true freedom in 
Christ. Will you commit to make the world a better place – beginning with YOU? 

 
Pray together: 
Pray that each of us personally, our small group and Connect Church family, would commit to become 
the Church our world needs, demonstrating the Kingdom of God in our world  

• Pray that God would open doors for us as we journey through each day. 

• Pray that God would open the hearts of people we know and love and others we meet 

• Pray that God would open our mouths and give us truth to speak into the lives of others 

In Jesus name, Amen. 


