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Passage: Daniel 5: 1-31 

Title: The Writing is on the Wall 

 

The Living Word 

Many of us have read these stories from Daniel numerous times and it can be 

hard to look at them with fresh eyes BUT… 

It says in Hebrews 4:12  

“For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, 

piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and 

discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.” 

1. What does it mean to you when you hear “the Word of God is living and 

active”? 

2. Share a time when you read a passage from the Bible that you had read 

numerous times before – but God spoke a fresh revelation to your spirit. 

 

Humbling the Proud 

In Daniel 5:1-6 we read that King Belshazzar showed off his wealth and power 

to his influential friends by using the cups set aside for the worship of God at 

the temple in Jerusalem, to toast their pagan gods at his party. God responded 

by writing a message on the wall using a disembodied hand. Understandably 

the King was terrified and greatly humbled before his guests. 

1. When have you seen or heard of a person being humbled by God (it 

could be you)? What was the outcome? 

2. When did Jesus humble the proud of His day in the gospels? 

 



Be Ready with an Answer 

In verses 7-16 we see that the king’s mother remembers that Daniel has 

previously (many decades before) interpreted signs and dreams for a former 

king and suggests that Belshazzar consult him about the words written on the 

wall. 

1. Have you had an experience where someone has sought you out for an 

explanation of something spiritual they cannot understand? 

2. 1 Peter 3:15 says “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone 

who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this 

with gentleness and respect” Do you feel equipped to answer the tough 

questions people might have for you about the Bible, God and Jesus? If 

not, what can you do about learning more? 

 

Humble Yourself 

God is not asking us to publicly humiliate others in order to humble them 

before God. Instead He asks us to live our lives in a way that imitates Jesus and 

draws others to Him. 

1. How do you feel your life is “humble”? 

2. How could you act with humility before God and others in the coming 

week in a way that would allow you to share the truth with someone 

who is lost? 

 

Pray 

Pray for one another asking God for the courage to ask the difficult questions – 

so that you will always have an answer for your hope in Jesus. 

Ask God to work in our church community to reach the lost world who are 

seeking the truth. 


