
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minor Prophets – 4. Haggai       Sunday 26th July 2020 
WELCOME: We’re continuing our exploration of the Minor Prophets and the implications of their 
message for us today. As New Covenant people, Jesus is the “lens” we view life through, as we see the 
world through “Kingdom glasses.” If we are truly people of the Messiah, then the outcomes of the 
challenges brought by the prophets, should be identifiable in the Body of Christ today. 

 
REFLECTION:  What does it mean to you to be seeing the world through “Kingdom glasses?” In what 
ways is the Christian perspective on the world different from any other view?  

   
DISCUSSING THE MESSAGE: 
Haggai is a name meaning festive or festival of the Lord – Haggai seeks for the focus of our 
celebrations to be centred on the things that are a priority to God. 
 

 Read Haggai 1:1 Haggai’s message is delivered to the Governor and to the High Priest. 
• Do you think there is any expectation of the church to speak prophetically into the 

culture, community and church these days? 

• Should there be? If so, what could/should it look like? 
 
 Read Haggai 1:2 – the people had been back in Jerusalem for 18-20 years at this point 

• Haggai’s message is a criticism of the attitude of the people. How do you think this 
relates to us today? 
 

 Read Haggai 1:3-4 DIRECT interpretation of this could be used to suggest that Christians today 
should makes sure the church building is looked after, before we look after our own homes. 

• If that position was expressed how would you feel?  
• In the New Covenant is the church building really the “Lord’s house? 

 
 Read 1 Cor 3:16; 1 Cor 6:19; 2 Cor 6:16 – in the last verse here Paul is quoting the Old Testament 

• How does Paul’s teaching reveal a Kingdom perspective of Haggai? 
 

As New Covenant people wearing “Kingdom Glasses,” we recognise that Haggai is questioning the 
priorities of God’s people… 

 

1. Are our priorities God’s priorities? There are consequences to not making 
what is important to God a priority in our lives. 

 
 Read Haggai 1:5-6   

• In what ways does this reflect a world that ignores God? 

• In what ways are these same problems seen in the world around us today? 
 
 



 
 

2. God acts to help us find our satisfaction in Him 
 

When people reject God, we are left to try to make things happen in our own strength – if things work, 
we are prideful and when they fail, we are sorrowful. At times God acts to remove the things that 
distract us from focussing on Him, the weather comes against us, things we create perish. 

 
Read Haggai 1:7-11  

• What does it mean in our times to “honour God?” 

• When have you experienced failures of things you have done in your own strength 
without God or seen that happen in others’ lives? 

 
Read Matt 6:31-33   

• What is Jesus perspective on priorities in life? 

• In what ways do you think Connect, your LIFEgroup and/or you personally might need to 
reorient life’s priorities? 

 
3. God knows that we live our best life when                                                    

we live out of who we truly are 
 

Read Haggai 1:12-13 
• How did God’s people respond to the prophetic word of the Lord? 

• What was the outcome of their obedience? 

• In what ways do you sense that the Lord is with you? 
 
Read Haggai 1:14-15 – Note:  the word enthusiasm comes from the Greek enthousiazein meaning 
to ‘be inspired or possessed by a god’  

• The people’s obedience and action results in great enthusiasm – when have you worked 
on a project for God that caused you to be genuinely enthusiastic? 

• What are you presently engaged in, or would you like to be engaged in, that you know 
you can be enthusiastic about? 

 
The outcome of the prophecy of Haggai in 520BC is that in the next 5 years, by 515BC, the Temple was 
rebuilt. One of the measure of prophetic words that truly come from God is that they are fulfilled. 

 

Pray together: 
Pray for one another that we would have a revelation of what God is trying to teach us today through 
Haggai and the Minor Prophets; personally, and as a church family.  Pray that God would bring genuine 
words of prophecy through his people to the church today and that we would recognise the promises 
God has for us in Christ and learn from the principles of our never changing God. 

 


