
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Daniel 1 “Kingdom Living”              Sunday 2nd Aug 2020 
 
WELCOME: Having looked at the Minor Prophets and considered their message for us today, we will 
briefly journey with Daniel. What does Daniel’s life and message mean for us today, as we view the 
world through “Kingdom glasses?”  

 
REFLECTION:  We have had several references in recent messages to the concept of wearing 
“Kingdom glasses,” what does that idea mean to you? How do you or could you apply that concept to 
your experience in day to day life? 

   
DISCUSSING THE MESSAGE: 
One of the key questions raised in last week’s study of Haggai was “Are our priorities God’s priorities?” 
In what ways do we/or do we not live with God’s priorities in life today? 

 Read Daniel 1:1-2 (The sacking of Jerusalem by King Nebuchadnezzar took place around 600BC) 
• What does verse 2 suggest about Nebuchadnezzar’s victory and the plundering of the 

Temple? 

• Rabbinical literature describes King Jehoiakim as “a godless tyrant, committing the most 
atrocious sins and crimes,” in what ways might that have contributed to the downfall of 
Judah?  

• In what ways does a leader’s morality and faith influence the direction of the nation? 
 
 Read Daniel 1:3-7  Nebuchadnezzar ordered the capture, retraining and renaming of these  
     four young men: 
 

ORIGINAL HEBREW NAME  BABYLONIAN RENAMING 
 Daniel = “God is my Judge”  Belteshazzar = “Protect the King” 

Hananiah = “God is Gracious”  Shadrach = “Command of Aku (Babylonian false god)” 
Mishael = “Who is like God”  Meshach = “Who is like Aku (Babylonian false god)”  
Arariah = “God helps”   Abednego = “Servant of Nabu (Babylonian false god)” 

 
• How do you think you would feel in their situation? 

• What do you notice about their renaming? 

• In what ways does our society aim to restrain Christians from exercising faith? 

•  
 

1. Cultures expect that everyone will live by the values of that culture. 
 

• In what ways do we see that in the world we live in? (Consider migrants to our nation.) 
• Is that expectation a good thing or a bad thing? 

 
 



 
 
 
 

2. Choosing God’s Kingdom instead of the world’s culture delights God. 
 

 
 Read Daniel 1:8-16 Although “Daniel” has been given a new Babylonian name, he remains faithful 

to the characteristics of his Hebrew name. 
• In what ways do we see Daniel’s focus remaining on God, rather than on the King? 

• What can we learn from Daniel’s attitude in how he approaches people in authority to 
discuss his concerns? 
 
 Read Daniel 1:17 ALOUD…  God creates every person unique and gives us all unique gifts and 
abilities. Pause for a moment and look around your LIFEgroup, then beginning with the Leader, look 
at the person on your right and tell them something that you see in them that is a gift from God. 
 

As New Covenant people wearing “Kingdom Glasses,” it is important that we continue to encourage 
one another to activate the gifts God has given each of us, to advance God’s Kingdom in our world. 
 

 

3. Choosing Kingdom culture, can result in God using us to influence the wider 
culture around us. 

 
 
 Read Daniel 1:8-21 Godly people should demonstrate greater “wisdom and balanced judgement,” 

than others in the world around us  
• In what ways have you seen Christian leaders positively (or negatively) influence the 

world? 

• How important is it for us to demonstrate a positive example in our community? 

• In what ways could Connect Church, this LIFEgroup and you personally demonstrate a 
positive example in the community around us and in the world? 

 
 
Pray together: 
Pray for one another – pray that Connect Church, our LIFEgroup and each one of us would become a 
more positive influence in our world, bringing Kingdom values to bear in our walk through life.  

• Pray that God would open doors for us as we journey through each day. 

• Pray that God would open the hearts of people we know and love and others we meet 

• Pray that God would open our mouths and give us truth to speak into the lives of others 

In Jesus name, Amen. 


