
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minor Prophets – 1. Obadiah       Sunday 7th July 2020 
WELCOME: For the next four weeks we’ll explore the Minor Prophets and consider the implications of 
their message for us today. The Old Testament Prophets generally bring warnings to God’s people and 
outline punishments, if people don’t change their behaviour to follow God. In a sense the Minor 
Prophets identify the heart and motivation of the Messiah to come, and therefore of his Messianic 
people. Jesus’ life reflects the motivations of these prophetic voices, and he pays the price incurred by 
disobedience. If we are truly people of the Messiah, then the outcomes of the challenges brought by 
these prophets, should be identifiable in the Body of Christ today. As New Covenant people Jesus is 
the “lens” we (should) view all of life through, remember to be wearing “Kingdom glasses!” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REFLECTION:  What are your reflections on how the Old Testament should apply to Christians, since 
Jesus declared “it is finished”, and to other people today?  

   
DISCUSSING THE MESSAGE: 
Obadiah’s name means “Servant of YHWH” and he writes in a period of desolation for God’s people 
Israel.  In the beginning he condemns Israel’s neighbour Edom – “edom” is a word in Hebrew with a 
similar root to “adam” meaning human or humanity. Edom is a nation descended from Esau while 
Israel as a nation is descended from Jacob - twin brothers whose story begins in Gen 25. As enmity 
began with the brothers, so enmity has continued in the nations, but God charges Edom with not 
supporting Israel in her time of need 
 

 Read Obadiah 1:1-3 
• In verse 3 Obadiah mentions pride as a major fault – what other passages in the Bible can 

you recall that deal with concerns about pride? 
(You could read and reflect on Phil 2 which we looked at last month, particularly verses 2-3. 
Also consider Rom 12 esp v3-4 & v16; 1 Cor 13 esp v4; James 4 esp v6 & v10.) 

• Why do you think pride might be a major weakness for people and a major concern from 
God’s perspective? 



 
 
 Read Mark 7:20-23 

• What is Jesus’ concern with a range of issues, including pride? 

• Why do you think people might substitute external pious behaviour for true relationship 
with God?  

 
Read Obadiah 1:10 -14  

• Obadiah is not speaking to God’s people but to those who don’t have that relationship 
with God, yet he delivers God’s judgement against their behaviour. Why do you think 
that’s relevant? 

• What parallels does this have with our world today? 
 
Read Obadiah 1:15   

• What shift can you identify in this verse? 

• Why does God threaten judgement on “all godless nations?” 
 “edom” is a Hebrew word with similar root to “adam” meaning human or humanity, in a sense 
Edom can be seen as a symbol of God’s challenge to all humanity who do not come to Him 
 
Read Obadiah 1:15-18   

• In what ways does God empower His people? 

• How might these verses apply to believers today? 
 

Read Obadiah 1:19-21  
• Knowing that believers in Christ are now God’s people, how would you interpret these 

verses for the church today? 
 

While this earth may be our temporary home, there is a day coming when: 
  Those who have been rescued will go up to Mount Zion in Jerusalem to rule over the  
  mountains of Edom. And the Lord himself will be king!” Obadiah 1:21 

  
Read Revelation 21:1-4  

• What does John’s great Vision reveal to you about your future? 

• How does knowing this impact how you choose to live today? 
 

Pray together: 
Pray for one another that we would have a revelation of what God is trying to teach us today through 
Obadiah and the Minor Prophets; personally, and as a church family.  Pray we would recognise the 
promises God has for us in Christ and learn from the principles of our never changing God. 

 


