
 

 

LIFEgroups: Feb 2020 – What we believe 
 
Depending on the sources you refer to there are potentially hundreds, or even thousands, of different Christian 
denominations. The differences are generally based on how people understand certain passages of the Bible, 
which has usually been decided in the past by the people who started each denomination. This is a challenge to 
the church when we read the words of Jesus himself; 

 “I am praying not only for these disciples but also for all who will ever believe in me through their message.  I 
pray that they will all be one, just as you and I are one—as you are in me, Father, and I am in you. And may 
they be in us so that the world will believe you sent me.    John 17:20-21 

 

There are “beliefs,” that are fundamental to being a Christian; these are primary beliefs that define Christians and 
Christianity, relating to matters including our understanding of God, the fundamental nature of humanity and 
“Salvation.” These primary teachings concern what is it that God, through the Word and Spirit, reveals are 
essential to being a Christian, as well as key teachings derived from those primary beliefs.  
 

There are a range of other beliefs, based on a variety of understandings of passages of the Bible that are not 
primary concerns. These can relate to issues of understanding, motivation or lifestyle etc that are not 
unimportant but are secondary in nature – these are not essential to a person’s salvation in Christ and should 
not divide us from other Christians. 
 

CORE Christian beliefs 
• God has always existed; one God in three persons – Father, Son (the Word) and the Holy Spirit – all three 

are indivisibly one God, have been present for eternity prior to Creation and will exist for eternity. Gen 1; 
Ps 90:2; Isa 40:28; John 1: 1-5; Rom 16:26; 1 Tim 1:17; 2 Tim 1:9; Rev 1:8; Rev 22:13 

 

• Jesus Christ is fully God and fully human – he completed the requirements of The Law and, in his death, 
chose to pay the price for all who believe in Him, to be set free in his resurrection. Jesus is the only way to 
the Father.  John 1: 1-5; 1:14; 8:24; 10:30-33; 20:28; 1 Cor 15:14;17; 1 Tim 2:5; 1 John 2:2; 4:2-3 

 

• The Gospel (euaggelion = good news) is profound, life-changing and simple. In 1 Cor 15 the Apostle Paul 
identifies 3 facets of the gospel 1. Jesus is God and man who died for our sins. 2. was buried then rose 
from the dead and 3. God freely gives the gift of eternal life in Christ to all who believe. 

 

• Salvation is initiated by God, is a gift of God and is completely a work of the grace of God. Human beings 
have a choice to change our thinking (repent), turn away from a life of missing the mark (sin) and return 
to relationship with God. Gal 2:21; chs 3 to 5; Eph 2:8-9;  

 

These are the primary basics, though there are experiences as a result and teachings that develop from these. For 
a Christian – someone who has encountered Christ, been adopted by the Father and empowered by the Holy 
Spirit – the Bible takes on significance as the Word of God, we continually choose to embrace the Holy Spirit, seek 
to be baptised and there are gifts and fruits in our lives that are identifiable. 
 
Discuss with others in your LIFEgroup: 

• Are there other teachings/doctrines that you would add as vital to Christianity and Christians? 
• What difference does it make if we don’t believe any one of these teachings/doctrine? 

 
Pray together for unity in the Body of Christ. Also share about the 3 key people you are praying for in 2020?  
 
 
 


