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SERVING IN WORSHIP 



 DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING FOUR 

 
“Give Me Jesus” solo by Sarah Kavanagh 
  

 
Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that the reign of 
God is like that of a landowner who pays his workers the same wage no matter what time of 

day they began to work. When God changes God’s mind about punishing Nineveh for their 
evil ways, Jonah is angry. Yet God is gracious and merciful, abounding in steadfast love. In 

baptism we receive the grace of God that is freely given to all. As Martin Luther wrote, in 
the presence of God’s mercy we are all beggars. 
  

 
“Today Your Mercy Calls Us”  

 

 

 

 
  

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

¶ Stand 

  

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

  

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
  
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 

 

 

 

            

WELCOME TO WORSHIP  

HYMN                                                                  LSB 915 (vv. 1-2) 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  



L Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

L If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

L Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us 

first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have 
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful 
to me, a sinner. 

  

¶ Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination 

  

L Almighty God,  

C have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
  

L Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
  
  

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 
“Now the Feast and Celebration” 
  

Congregation sings refrain: 

 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE                                                      ELW 167 



Cantor sings verses: 
  

1     Now is the feast of the Lamb once slain, 
       whose blood has freed and united us 

       to be one great people of God.  Refrain 
  

2     Power and riches, wisdom and might, 

       all honor and glory to Christ forever.  Refrain 
  

3     For God has come to dwell with us, 
       to make us people of God; 

       to make all things new.  Refrain 
  

 

L Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your 
servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, 
and train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

¶ Sit 

  

 
Though all are invited, there is no room in the kingdom of grace for those who refuse to turn from their 

wicked ways or for those who think only of their own righteousness and feel insulted by God’s offer to 
“abundantly pardon” their sins. 
  

Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; 

7let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the 

Lord, that he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon. 8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares 

the Lord. 9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your 
ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 

  

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY  

FIRST READING                                                                                  Isaiah 55:6-9 



 
Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about the outcome of his imprisonment, he is 
committed to the ministry of the gospel and calls on the Philippians to live lives that reflect and enhance the 
gospel mission. 
 

I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance 

the gospel, 13so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the 
rest that my imprisonment is for Christ. 14And most of the brothers, having become 
confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the word without 

fear. . . . 

  
19For I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn 
out for my deliverance, 20as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all 

ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, 
whether by life or by death. 21For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22If I am to live in 
the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 23I am hard 

pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 
24But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account. 25Convinced of this, I know 

that I will remain and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, 26so that 
in me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you 

again. 27Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I 
come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, 
with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, 28and not frightened in 

anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but of your 
salvation, and that from God. 29For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you 

should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake, 30engaged in the same conflict that 
you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 

  

R This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
  

 
  

¶ Stand 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EPISTLE LESSON                                                                     Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  



 

 
  

 
Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption that God rewards people 
according to what they have earned or deserve. 
  

L The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

Jesus said: “The kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the 

morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a 
day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3And going out about the third hour he saw others 

standing idle in the marketplace, 4and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and 
whatever is right I will give you.’ 5So they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and 
the ninth hour, he did the same. 6And about the eleventh hour he went out and found 

others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 7They said to 
him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ 8And 

when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and 
pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’ 9And when those hired about 

the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. 10Now when those hired first 
came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them also received a denarius. 
11And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, 12saying, ‘These last worked 

only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day 
and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. 

Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to 
give to this last worker as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what 

belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first 
last.” 

  
 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE                                        HS91 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                               Matthew 20:1-16 



L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
  

¶ Sit 

  

 
“How Wide the Love of Christ” 

 

 

  
Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001678 
Tune: Public domain 

  

 
  

¶ Stand 

  

 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

       maker of heaven and earth. 
  

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

      born of the virgin Mary, 

      suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

      was crucified, died and was buried. 

      He descended into hell. 

      The third day He rose again from the dead. 

      He ascended into heaven 

      and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

      From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                                    LSB 535 

SERMON  

APOSTLES’ CREED  



       the holy Christian Church, 

           the communion of saints, 

      the forgiveness of sins, 

      the resurrection of the body, 

      and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

¶ Sit 
  

 
“How Wide the Love of Christ” by David Maxwell  

  

 
 please stand after the parish concerns have been announced 
  

L Confident of God’s care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all who are in need.  

  
Prayers are included for the whole Church, the nations, those in need, the parish, special concerns. The 
minister gives thanks for the faithful departed, especially for those who recently have died. 

  
After each portion of the prayers: 

L   Lord, in your mercy,  

C   hear our prayer.  

  
Prayers conclude:  

L In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers 
to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

   

 

L Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

OFFERTORY 

 

 

 

 

                      LSB 535 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

LORD’S PRAYER  



     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

   

 

L  Merciful God, we humbly implore You to cast the bright beams of Your light upon 
Your Church that we, being instructed by the doctrine of the blessed apostles, may walk 
in the light of Your truth and finally attain to the light of everlasting life; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

  

   

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
  

L The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
  

¶ Sit 

  

  
“Lord of All Hopefulness” 

 

 

 

 
  

Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001678 
Tune: Public domain 

 

PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH 

BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION 

HYMN                                                                 LSB 738 (vv. 1-2) 



 
  

 
L Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

C  Thanks be to God.  

  

 
“For Me to Live is Jesus” by Johann Pachelbel  

  

 
Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), 
copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. 
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