Handout
Session Two: God’s Gospel

Memory Verse: “I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek" (Romans 1:16).

War, famine, crime, scandal-such is the stuff of headlines. It grabs our attention; it sells
newspapers. And it depresses us. There is, to be sure, a desperate shortage of good news in our
daily news-so much so that we are frequently skeptical of good news. In moments of cynicism
we may even be tempted to label it sentimentalism rather than proper news.

1. What was the last bit of good news you read in the newspaper, saw on television, or heard
on the radio? What was the last bit of good news that had relevance for your own life?

The Christian faith and life are set on the foundation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. This Gospel is
the central doctrine of Christian theology, that which distinguishes the Christian faith from all
other religions and philosophies. It is, in short, the peculiar good news of Christ's death and
resurrection for the free forgiveness of sins.

2. Read Romans 1:16-17. How does Paul famously describe the Gospel? In what way does it
differ from the Law?

3. In the passage discussed above, Paul mentions righteousness being "revealed” with the
Gospel. Compare Ephesians 6:19 and 2 Corinthians 4:4. How do these passages shed light on
why the Gospel must be revealed?

4. Scripture declares that God's Law is universal; it is given to all people. Read 1 Timothy 2:3-6
and 2 Peter 3:9. For whom is the Gospel revealed?

5. Compare Mark 1:1; 2 Corinthians 2:12; and Romans 16:25-27. What fuller names or
descriptions do these passages give to the Gospel? What significance do these have for
understanding the Gospel?

6. Sadly, many people and many religions preach about Christ without in fact preaching the
Gospel. Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-14 and compare 1 Corinthians 2:2. What does Paul say
forms the content of the true Gospel message?

7. Read Galatians 1:6-8. What warning does Paul here give? Why is he so adamant that the
church reject all other “gospels”?

