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HOME SECURITY ASSESSMENT

PROTECT
MATTERS

WHAT
MOST

Evaluate your homes
vulnerabilities and threats

What is a Home Security Assessment?
A Home Security Assessment is the best way to identify weak points in
your homes physical security. It is important to take the time to evaluate
your home not from an aesthetic point of view, but from a crime
perspective. By identifying your homes threats and vulnerabilities you
can better protect your home and family against the risk of a break-in.
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THE ASSESSMENT
LIGHTING
Yes

No

Motion activated exterior lights

Yes

No

Adequate lighting to prevent hiding near windows and doors

Yes

No

House number clearly visible from the road

Yes

No

Walkways leading into the home well lit

DOORS AND LOCKS
Yes

No

“Peep hole” or a doorbell camera on exterior door

Yes

No

Doors and Locks in proper working order

Yes

No

Deadlocks on exterior doors

Yes

No

Exterior strike plates on exterior doors

WINDOWS
Yes

No

Windows have working locks

Yes

No

Sliding windows secured by screws or bars

Yes

No

Semi-permanent security bars or grills on basement windows

Yes

No

Window security film

GARAGE
Yes

No

Garage windows secured to deny access at all times

Yes

No

Hand tools like hammers drills and prybars out of sight and/or locked away

Yes

No

Working locks on garage and garage entrances

Yes

No

Cameras installed

LANDSCAPING
Yes

No

Trees trimmed to maximize eyewitness potential

Yes

No

Spiny, thorny or otherwise hostile vegetation around fencing and lower level windows

Yes

No

Trees trimmed or located as to not allow access to second floor

Yes

No

Continuous maintenance of landscaping

Yes

No

Property gates routinely locked

VALUABLES
Yes

No

Tool sheds, bikes, kept locked at all times

Yes

No

Premise has a burglary resistant safe, storage container or hiding area for valuables

Yes

No

Important papers (will, insurance, passports, stocks, bonds, etc.) in a safety deposit

NEIGHBOURHOOD
Yes

No

Do you know your neighbours names?

Yes

No

Do you ever look around your neighbourhood to observe if anything is out of the ordinary?

ALARM SYSTEM
Yes

No

Monitored security alarm system installed and active

Yes

No

All responsible persons know how to arm and disarm system

Yes

No

System has a back-up power supply
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WHAT
NEXT?
IT IS TIME TO #TAKEACTION
By decreasing your security
threats and vulnerabilities you
can decrease your security risks.

RISK =

Threat X
Vulnerability

This equation is not meant for
numerical values, but to create a
call to action.
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The following pages will explain
the significance and importance of
each aspect of the assessment. It
will also provide you with
additional tips and tricks on how
to decrease your home security
threats and vulnerability to
ultimately decrease your home
security risk.

LIGHTING
Lights Are a Deterrent
Keep your house well lit at night to discourage would-be criminals.
Your exterior lights aren’t just to make your home look beautiful;
they also reduce the shadows that a burglar may hide in. Burglars are
more likely target homes that are not well lit to remain unseen
Lights Raise Awareness
Motion sensor lights are triggered by motion and can scare away
anyone trying to enter the home.
Visible House Numbers Allow for Faster Emergency Response
Time
In the case of an emergency it is critical that Police and Emergency
Services can readily identify your home or business if needed. The
more time it takes to identify your house number the longer the
response time.

DOORS AND LOCKS
Keeping Unwanted Visitors Out
The peephole and doorbell cameras are a valuable added layers of
residential safety and security for home owners, helping you identify
who is at your door before you open it.
Don’t Neglect Maintenance on Your Doors and Locks
Make lock maintenance a part of your routine by periodically checking
the frame, locks and hinges for any necessary repair or replacement. It’s
also worth noting that locks will eventually fail or become damaged to
the point where they’re a home security liability.
Securing the Main Point of Entrance
We suggest that you install deadbolt locks and exterior strike plates for
added protection, making a break in more difficult. Deadbolt locks have
a minimum 1-inch bolt in the door jam and exterior strike plates should
be secured with 3-inch long screws.
.
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WINDOWS
Locked and Well-Maintained Windows Can Deter
Burglars
Burglars will often case neighbourhoods before choosing
which home to target. Maintained windows show that
your home is cared for and can make your home less
appealing to burglars. If a burglar sees window locks or
security bars, they know the home is protected and that it
will be harder for them to break in.
You Can Never Be Too Protected
Adding bars or grills on basement windows and securing
your windows with an extra security film ensures
burglars stay out even if they are able to open the
window.

GARAGE
Secure Your Home Garage with a Security System and Cameras
Burglars usually bypass your garage when it is protected by a
security system or camera. With a security system, you can get
instant push notifications if someone approaches your garage, so
you can take action immediately. Under the protection of a
security camera, you are also able to obtain video evidences to
help identify the any intruders.
Out of Sight and Locked Up
When you are not using your tools or property equipment, store
them out of sight or lock them up! This will prevent burglars
from gaining easy access, and will prevent them from using these
tools against your home.
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LANDSCAPING
Landscape, Landscape, Landscape
A lawn that has not been recently mowed makes it appear as if
the homeowners are away on vacation, which is an optimal
time for a break in. Properly maintaining your yard does
more then enhance the visual appearance of your home; it
also helps deter criminals from choosing your house as a
target. You can limit potential hiding spots by keeping bushes
trimmed and ensuring and strategically planting a thorny
bush that will make access points less desirable.
Limit Access into You Home
Make sure you do not have tree branches that hang near
second-story windows or balconies. This provides burglars
with easy access to your home.
Have Property Gates? Lock Them Up!
Locked gates can act as a great deterrent. Driveways, side
yards or backyards ... if they have a gate, lock them! If you
don’t have a gate, we suggest that you look to get one.

VALUABLES
Easy Access
If you are not using it, lock it up. Leaving sheds and bikes unlocked
gives the thief easy access.
Be Smart About Storage
Plan for the worst case scenario so that that you can defend
against them. A strong safe or safety deposit box can be a very good
deterrent for would-be thieves and can even help to protect
important documents against minor fires or floods. If you choose to
hide your valuables, make sure you remember where you put them!
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NEIGHBOURHOOD
Get to Know Your Neighbours
Get to know your neighbours by simply saying hello
once in a while. In case of emergency, it is much easier
to go to someone you know rather than a complete
stranger.
Look Out for Each Other
Don’t forget to keep a watchful eye on the
neighbourhood, and ask your neighbours to do the
same when you are away from home. There is power in
numbers, because people working together are greater
than they can ever be working apart.

SECURITY SYSTEM
Why do I Need a Home Security System?
Having a security system not only protects your home and valuables, but
can increase the safety of your neighborhood. It has been found that as
the number of home security systems increase in an area, the number of
residential robberies decrease.
What Does an Alarm System Do?
The goal of a security system is to secure entry points into the home with
sensors communicating to a system control panel, creating a protective
barrier. If a sensor is triggered, a high-decibel alarm will be set off and
alert the people inside the home that a breach has occurred. This alarm
will also prompt the monitoring company to notify the appropriate
emergency response personnel in the area, so even if you are not home,
you can have peace of mind knowing your home is being protected.
The Benefits
Having a monitored alarm system can decrease your insurance rates,
while giving you peace of mind wherever you are with remote monitoring
features.
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Have more questions or
want to book an in-home
consultation with one of
our Solutions Experts?
Give us a call TODAY

1-800-341-2064

