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Creation Season
BY FR. MARK KOWALEWSKI
DEAN AND RECTOR

While it’s hard to find statistics that agree on the number, somewhere around

55% of Americans have pets. That translates into millions of dogs and cats, not to

mention other species. When we think of our pets, we can’t help but realize we

are in a relationship with them. We think of them as “persons.” While I know we

often anthropomorphize our pets, attributing human thoughts and experiences

to the animal world, “personalizing,” our pets means something more

foundational. We understand them as subjects, not objects. They have an

identity that we are invited to respect and cherish. That’s why we have such

visceral reactions when we see animals mistreated as objects rather than

persons. Honoring the holiness of our pets is the reason we bless animals every

year during Creation Season in September.

The wisdom of the Bible demonstrates that it's not only pets who are "persons”.

Everything in creation also is holy and God pronounced it all as good and

beautiful. All the created order is meant to work in harmony, doing what it was

created to do and to be, with its own integrity and purpose – not as an object for 
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Thinking Christianly : Creationtide
IN OCTOBER CHRISTIAN EDUCATION BEGINS AT 11:30 AM

human exploitation. If we look at the world with biblical reverence, then we

begin to understand that we are all in this together – we are ALL in this together,

humans certainly, but animals, plants, the soil, the rocks, all things seen and

unseen. 

So during Creation Season and into October, we are taking time to focus our

eyes on the world as God created it, indeed how God continues to create it and

call it into being. On Sunday mornings during our Christian Education forums,

we will hear both an Old Testament and a New Testament scholar who will help

us glimpse the Bible’s tradition about how we live within creation. And we’ll

hear very practical wisdom about food justice and sharing the fruit of creation.

We are all in this together, globally and locally. What we do in one part of the

world has an impact on every other part. We must take these questions seriously

for our survival and that of the planet. We are people who above all should see

ourselves as citizens of God’s new and renewed creation, agents of healing. And

as we take time this Creation Season to think about creation and our role in it,

remember that in our tradition, our prayer helps frame our belief. Maybe look at

the Prayers for the Natural Order in the Book of Common Prayer (p. 827ff), like

this one:

Almighty and everlasting God, you made the universe with

all its marvelous order, its atoms, worlds, and galaxies, and

the infinite complexity of living creatures: Grant that, as we

probe the mysteries of your creation, we may come to know

you more truly, and more surely fulfill our role in your

eternal purpose; in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

"Honoring the
holiness of our
pets is the
reason we bless
animals every
year during
Creation Season
in September."

OCTOBER 17, 2021

We close out the series with Tim Alderson, director of Seeds of Hope, a Ministry of the Diocese

of Los Angeles. Tim will bring us down to earth, as he discusses how our theology can have

grassroots application in activism.

OCTOBER 10, 2021

Welcome Mari Joerstaad, Academic Dean, Vancouver School of Theology and Old Testament

Scholar, as she explores The stories of the Prophet Elisha in the Book of Kings as a source

wisdom for our relationship with all earth's creatures.

OCTOBER 3, 2021

Fr. Mark explores the story of Noah and its implications for our current eco-crisis.



The First Letter of John teaches us that we can’t love

God whom we do not see, if we don’t love our brothers

and sisters whom we do see. John is remembering

Jesus’ words commanding us to love our neighbors. Of

course, we also are reminded of the question a lawyer

asks Jesus – well who is my neighbor? That question

has been at the heart of much of our reflection at St.

John’s.

Central to our mission is not only loving, but first

discovering, acknowledging, inviting, and welcoming

our neighbors. We do that through our food pantry,

through the ministry of the Guibord Center, the Choral

Academy, and other ways we demonstrate the

hospitality of Jesus. A new way we are welcoming and

loving our neighbors begins this fall as we welcome

back an amazing choral group, Tonality.

Under the direction of Alex Blake, a former member of

the St. John’s choir, Tonality represents the ethnic

diversity of Los Angeles in choral music of exceptional

quality addressing contemporary issues of social

justice. Their music and mission fits right in with ours.

We will open our doors to provide rehearsal space and

a performance venue. The first event, October 9, is a

concert titled “America Will Be,” exploring the meaning

of patriotism. The next event will look at immigration

through the lens of the Christmas story. What makes

Tonality such an exciting partner is their ability to raise

complex social questions through the medium of

choral music. 

We are excited to have Tonality back with us, they

rehearsed and performed here when they were first

starting out a few years ago. We look forward to the

year ahead and for the contemporary issues they will

address in their concerts and for yet another example

of quality artistic performance our community

supports.

Who Is My 
Neighbor?
B Y  F R .  D A N I E L  A D E
D E A N  A N D  R E C T O R

Tonality represents the ethnic
diversity of Los Angeles in
choral music of exceptional
quality addressing
contemporary issues of 
social justice.
- Fr. Daniel Ade



Fall through Spring Compline offers choral prayers in

candlelight.  

Please join us for Compline services on the 1st

Sunday of each month at 8:00 pm. 

A time of food and fellowship will immediately follow

service.

COMPLINE Resumes October 3, 2021

Compline is among the most

ancient services of the Christian

tradition. It was originally designed

in the 6th century to prepare

monks to transition from work to

sleep at the end of the day. So, how

can a 6th century monastic service

speak to our frenzied 21st century

lives? 

Through candlelight.

Through prayer. 

Through stillness. 

Through song. 



cell phones and video recording themselves from their

living rooms. In 2021 they met in small groups, often

singing one on a part for extremely short, pressure-

filled recording sessions in person. Our organist Dr.

Zachary Neufeld was a jack-of-all-trades, recording

and editing our services, on top of beautifully and

thoughtfully playing each week. All of this was a

monumental task, with good people rising to the

occasion to accomplish tasks that none of us had ever

before undertaken. I am so grateful to each of them for

their dedication to this community. 

The chanted Office of Compline returns on first

Sundays of every month, October through May, at

8.00pm. These beautifully meditative candlelit services

are some of the oldest in our tradition. Everyone is

welcome to attend the service and partake in delicious

food and drink at the social hour following the service. 

Mark your calendars for Sunday, December 5 at

5:00pm, when our beloved Advent Procession of

Lessons & Carols returns to St. John’s. This choral

service begins in candlelit darkness from the balcony

of the cathedral, and progresses to resplendent light

at the high altar, while we all sing "Lo! He comes with

clouds descending". It is a highlight of the liturgical

year, and you won’t want to miss it. 

Finally, we have been given permission from the

diocese to restart our in-person Cathedral Choral

Academy for children. There is still time for families to

enroll. This fully-funded music education program

offers 100% scholarships to every student, and is open

to all families, regardless of musical ability or religious

affiliation. Please contact Mr. Stephen Salts

ssalts@stjohnsla.org for information.

Thank you for your stewardship and dedication to our

music ministry at St. John’s Cathedral and not just

your generous financial giving, but your kind words of

support, or sharing of our music on social media.

Without your support, we would have withered away

in these past 19 months. I offer deep gratitude from

the bottom of my heart. And I’ll see you at coffee hour!

Choral Worship Returns
BY DR. CHRIS GRAVIS 
CANON FOR MUSIC & CATHEDRAL ARTS

It has been a long and arduous journey for all of us,

and especially for choral musicians. But it appears

there is a glimmer of hope on the horizon. With

vaccination, mask wearing, and other mitigating

factors such as social distancing, limited rehearsal

time, and personal health assessment, we feel

cautiously confident in returning to choral music at 

St. John’s Cathedral. 

We are so pleased that choral worship returns to St.

John’s Cathedral this Fall, beginning with the Feast of

St. Michael & All Angels on October 3. Starting with our

masked and fully-vaccinated staff musicians, we will

begin the choral season with plans for a musically

robust liturgical year. You’ll find a complete schedule

of liturgical music selections through Christmastide,

both online and in hardcopy at the rear of the nave. 

If you see one of our members of the choir at coffee

hour, please take a moment to thank them for their

work over the past 19 months. From the very start of

lockdown, our choristers routinely recorded music

from home, following guide tracks, singing into their

mailto:ssalts@stjohnsla.org


outreach ministry focusing on engaging youth in our local

community. There was excitement in the air as we all

sang our favorite vocal warmups and began to learn a

new Mass setting, anthems, and of course names of new

choristers! It was a joyous time that we will enjoy every

Thursday from 5 – 7pm.

The Choral Academy uses an open enrollment system so

that we are able to welcome new children at any time

throughout the year. There is absolutely room for more

choristers, so I encourage you to reach out to any families

that you think might be interested in joining us on

Thursdays. We welcome all children ages 7 – 14

regardless of previous music experience, and tuition for

all children is generously underwritten by the Cathedral

Arts Guild. Interested families can contact me at any

time!

Thank you for your support of this important and

rewarding ministry. We look forward to sharing our music

with you throughout this year!

Thanksgiving
and Song

O praise ye the Lord, all things that give sound;

each jubilant chord re-echo around;

loud organs, his glory forth tell in deep tone,

and, sweet harp, the story of what he hath done.

 
At last, the children of the Cathedral Choral Academy are

absolutely thrilled to be able to learn and sing together

in person again. We are grateful to the diocese for their

support and guidance which have allowed us to bring the

children back together in a safe environment.

Thursday, September 9th began the third year of the

Cathedral Choral Academy, our music education and

M R .  S T E P H E N  S A L T S
D I R E C T O R  O F  
T H E  C A T H E D R A L  C H O R A L  A C A D E M Y



The spiritual life balances

contemplation and prayer with

action. This fall, on several

Wednesday evenings we will have

the opportunity to explore the

contemplative and active life.

Staring in November, Mother Lyn

Crow will lead a class called

“Pathways to an Open Heart.” She

will look at four practices to serve as

doorways into a deeper relationship

with God including Walking

Meditation, Centering Prayer, the

Rosary, and Appreciative Inquiry.

Alternatively, we will explore the

Active life as we continue

conversations about the State of the

City. Similar sessions last year

addressed how we can discover our

neighbors near St. John’s and find 

Wednesdays at
St. John's 

There are many ways that one can draw closer to God. In this series,

Mother Lyn shares four that, with practice, can serve as doorways

into a deeper relationship with God. 

The class will meet on these Wednesdays:

October 27 

November 3

November 10

November 17

Pathways To An Open Heart
 WEDNESDAY AT 7:00 PM VIA ZOOM

These Wednesday evening

events will be hosted 

via Zoom. 

Members of St. John’s will

find the link to each of

these events on the my 

St. John’s Facebook group.

specific ways to serve them. In

September, a panel of

representatives from the medical,

spiritual, psychological, and

political sphere’s will discuss the

state of Covid in the City of Los

Angeles. Look forward to a town hall

meeting to be scheduled soon where

members of our community will be

able to discuss what future topics

around social justice and action we

would like to address in the coming

months. 



Contact Us
514 W. Adams Blvd,
Los Angeles, CA 90007
Phone: (213) 747-6285

Follow Us On Social Media
@stjohnsla

Fall Services Schedule

Said Mass | Sundays at 8:00 am
Followed by Coffee Hour. (In-Person Only)

Choral Mass | Sundays at 10:00 am
Followed by Coffee Hour. (In-Person and Online)

Christian Education | Sundays at 11:30 am

Candlelit Compline | 
Every 1st Sunday of the month at 8:00 pm
Followed by Social Hour

Evening Prayer |
Tuesdays & Thursdays at 6:30 pm
via Facebook Live

Food Pantry |
Every 3rd Saturday of the month 
from 8:30am-10:30am

NOW ACCEPTING 
TURKEY DONATIONS!

Y O U R  D O N A T I O N S  W I L L  B E
U S E D  T O  B U Y  T U R K E Y S  F O R
O U R  U P C O M I N G  F O O D  B A N K  I N
N O V E M B E R


