
We would like to welcome you to this exhibition 
outlining our proposals for the development of 
Biggleston Yard.  

Biggleston Yard is our proposed name for the 
redevelopment of the former Nasons site. It has been 
closed for more than a year and its regeneration is vital 
to the long-term future of Canterbury city centre. 

The Biggleston Yard project is our commitment to 
ensuring Canterbury becomes an even greater place 
for residents and visitors to spend time. With proposed 
high-quality retailing alongside a focus on food, drink 
and local suppliers, the redevelopment would also 
incorporate a pedestrian retail arcade, open space and 
public realm in the heart of Canterbury. 

Welcome

Biggleston Yard would offer a vibrant new retail 
and leisure destination and is firmly anchored to the 
city’s business and industrial heritage, providing 
commercial retail and office space, alongside 
28 serviced apartments, a further 38 residential 
apartments and space for community uses.

We invite you to view the information and speak 
to members of the project team, here to answer any 
questions you may have. There are feedback forms 
available and we encourage you to use them and let 
us know what you think of our proposals. 
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Biggleston Yard would be a high-quality retail 
and leisure-led destination, focused on food and 
drink, centred around a pedestrian commercial 
arcade and market hall.  

Looking to the future
Nasons Department Store operated in the city from 
1929 until its closure in September 2018. Having stood 
empty for more than a year, the vacant shop leaves an 
unsightly gap on the High Street.   

Most Canterbury residents and visitors will have heard 
of Nasons, but few will be aware of the size and scale 
of the whole site. 

A site of this size is not sustainable if used solely for 
retail and leisure, as demonstrated by the collapse of 
Nasons. 

The project will support Canterbury’s economy by 
including 28 serviced apartments, 38 residential units 
and commercial office space, together with open spaces 
and public areas. 

It is anticipated that the retail, leisure and commercial 
operations attracted to Biggleston Yard will make it an 
important location for local employment in the city.

Our proposals
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The site is L-shaped, 0.31 hectares in size and 200 
metres away from Canterbury Cathedral and 
between Whitefriars and Westgate Tower. 

The site
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The Foundry – retained and refurbished

Nasons Building – retained and refurbished

The Forge – expose structure

Forester’s Hall – restored
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Our proposals

Biggleston Yard would be a place synonymous with 
quality: a place to shop, eat and relax in the heart of 
Canterbury. A place that celebrates the city’s artisan 
heritage and enterprise.

The Foundry

Nasons Building

The Forge

Forester’s Hall



Biggleston Yard would be accessible from the 
High Street, with the eastern sector of the site 
providing a covered retail arcade, and a market 
hall with restaurants linking to the new open 
spaces on the south side.  

The new buildings would range from three to five 
storeys high and incorporate the heritage buildings that 
made up the former department store, including the 
Forester’s Hall. 

The western side of Biggleston Yard would be 
repurposed to include flexible commercial floorspace 
on the ground floor, with residential space on the upper 
floors. 

Our proposals

A group of buildings would be centred around a 
public courtyard and crossed by a pedestrian alley 
connecting White Horse Lane and the new public 
open space to the east. 

All of the site is within the Canterbury City 
Conservation Area. It incorporates early 18th 
century elements, including the Grade II listed 
three-storey terraced property at 46 High Street, 
adjacent to the Royal East Kent Yeomanry war 
memorial.
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East Elevation

West Elevation

North Elevation



Biggleston Yard is much more than a name – it is 
a recognition of the rich history that permeates 
the site. Our proposals are firmly anchored to 
Canterbury’s industrial heritage and aim to bring 
it back to prominence. 

HM Biggleston & Sons, trading earlier as Drury & 
Co, then Drury and Biggleston, was a family business 
based on the site between 1835 and 1963. It produced 
iron castings, railway girders, lamp posts and other 
street furniture – many examples of the furniture 
remain in Canterbury today. 

The company ran ironmonger stores across the city 
for over a century, including Jewry Lane and Dover 
Road. Biggleston & Sons constructed the casings of 
the world’s first modern torpedo for naval warfare and 
imported the first Flymo lawnmower into the UK. 

History 

www.bigglestonyard.info



History 

During the period the site was owned by the 
Biggleston family, a foundry and forge were 
built on the western part of the site in the mid-
19th century. These two buildings have been 
incorporated into the project, as has the late 19th 
century Foresters Hall and associated buildings, 
right up to the churchyard of the former St 
Margaret’s Church, which currently houses the 
Canterbury Tales. 
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Artist’s impressions
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Canterbury is Kent’s leading tourist destination, 
and Biggleston Yard would offer another reason 
to visit and, importantly, return. 

Despite welcoming millions of visitors each year, 
Canterbury has felt the impact of the changing retail 
landscape and customer behaviour. We believe our 
proposals will bring a new dimension to the city’s 
visitor experience. 

In terms of its performance, Canterbury’s year-on-year 
football for 2019 is down 12.2% from 2018. Overall, 
the UK saw a drop of 4.7% – this suggests Canterbury 
has suffered more of a loss in footfall than the rest of 
the country. 

As consumers, we are increasingly demanding more 
of our city centre experiences – we expect something 
more special than simply shopping, as lots of us can do 

that out-of-town or online. As a result, city centres like 
Canterbury need to evolve and create more reasons to 
visit or stay in the city, as well as return. 

Biggleston Yard is looking to bring the atmosphere 
and visitor experience offered by the likes of Mercato 
Metropolitano, Borough Market and Altrincham 
Market to the city.

Above the market hall, two new storeys would be 
added to create a new destination restaurant. The new 
buildings forming the arcade through Biggleston Yard 
would include small retail units at ground floor, with 
the serviced apartments on the upper floors.

Benefits  

A new public open space, linked to nearby streets by 
pedestrianised alleyways, would provide an exciting 
place for residents and visitors to spend time in 
the heart of the city. The space could be used for 
licensed music and performance arts – and be another 
important public amenity.
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Today’s retail landscape has changed. A site the 
size of Biggleston Yard is not sustainable for just 
retail, or just leisure, nor is it really viable for a 
single retailer. 

Previously, the site has been offered out for a single 
retailer and no one has come forward, due to a variety 
of factors – size, scale, cost, shape and size of buildings 
and feasibility.  

Equally, there is not the demand for an entire site of 
office accommodation in central Canterbury. Nor does 
the size and shape of the site – and its limited high 
street presence – lend itself to the viable development 

of a high-quality hotel. The Biggleston Yard site is also 
very close to the existing and well-respected Abode 
Hotel. 

As a result, the best and most sustainable option is a 
scheme meeting the needs of retailers, restaurateurs 
and those looking for city centre living, or leisure 
accommodation, alongside a small amount of 
commercial space. 

Benefits  

We believe the serviced apartments will complement existing 
hotel operators and cater for a specific and growing section of 
the visitor market. They will bring visitors who will use local 
cafés, restaurants and shops.

Canterbury is important to the overall health of Kent’s 
economy. The county’s population is expected to rise by 
396,300 people by 2031 and it is vital that Kent remains an 
attractive place to visit, live and work. 

Biggleston Yard will enhance the appeal of Canterbury and 
support the wider Kent economy.
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Following this public consultation, we will 
carefully consider all feedback prior to submitting 
a planning application. 

We aim to submit the application in February 2020 and 
anticipate that a decision will be reached by August 
2020. 

If the application is approved, the work will be phased 
over two to three years. 

What next?
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Thank you for taking the time to visit our 
exhibition and leave feedback. We hope you 
found the information useful. 

Details of our proposals can be found on our website 
www.bigglestonyard.info, where you can also submit 
feedback. 

If you would like any further information or have any 
questions relating to our proposals, please contact 
office@bigglestonyard.co.uk

Contact
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