His Holiness Pope Francis
to Beirut Chants' Audience

Beirut Chants' founder during her meeting with
His Holiness Pope Francis in September 2016.

MICHELINE
ABI SAMRA
FOUNDER OF BEIRUT CHANTS FESTIVAL

Dears,
Nine years flashed before our eyes, and here we are again
filling the churches of Beirut with moments of music and
emotions we never want to end.
We always believed that music is a universal right, and
despite all the challenges we lived by our promise: Music for
Everyone. This simple message found its way to the Vatican
this year and got the blessing of his Holiness Pope Francis,
who will address the Lebanese people with a letter presented
at the opening concert by the special correspondent of the
Vatican Monsignor Carlos Azevedo.
“Be simple, humble, and stay away from vanity”. Those are
seemingly simple words from his Holiness. Yet if we dig
deeper, isn’t it what Jesus Christ lived by to be accepted and
loved?
Beirut Chants this year is an occasion to meditate on
tolerance and co-existence, and to act by acknowledging that,
with all the pain around us, indifference is not an option and
it will only lead to more violence and racism.
We believe in the power of music to unite and enchant.
Today more than ever our role is to create and develop more
common grounds for people to interact, and this mission
will only thrive thanks to you, our beloved fans, artists and
supporters.
I wish you all a charming and blessed journey with Beirut
Chants, and we promise you a fantastic 10th season in 2017.
Sincerely.

TOUFIC
MAATOUK, O.A.M
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

It is 2016. Every time I watch the news, read the papers or blogs, I cannot
help – being an Artistic Director of a festival – but think of the role of
music and culture in our society.
How do we react to violence, intolerance, and racism? With what forms of
art and culture? And what is the role of music?
Music changes the way we perceive the world; it might be a world
that’s torn apart, yet it’s deeply connected with music, and this allows for
reflection, imagination, for creating and for testing alternative paths.
We at Beirut Chants are working to keep music accessible to everyone. By
accessible, I do not mean the “easy to digest" but the ones that touches
hearts effortlessly. We kept this mind, along with our desire to offer the
best in music, while working on the program of this edition.
As a matter of fact, Beirut Chants is not about "living to pretend, living to
seem, living to appear...driven by pride*", but about reaching out with a
message of peace manifested through music.
I hope season nine will impress each and every one of us, with artists
who dazzle and charm us, and offer us new worlds, so that Beirut Chants
remains a moment of intimacy.
Let us look through the eyes of each performance at what Beirut Chants isa meeting place where we share quality moments of joy and music.
*Homily of his Holiness Pope Francis on September 22, 2016 at Casa Santa Marta in Vatican.

MESSA DI
GLORIA
G. ROSSINI

DEC 1 / 8:00 PM
ST. GEORGE MARONITE
CATHEDRAL
Laura Giordano, Soprano
Cynthia Samaha Melki, Mezzo-soprano
Filippo Adami, Tenor
Bechara Moufarrej, Tenor
Shady Torbey, Bass-Baritone
Antonine University & NDU Choirs
Khalil Rahme o.m.m, Choir master
Lebanese Philharmonic Orchestra
Toufic Maatouk o.a.m, Conductor

Beirut Chants 2016 is opening with Rossini's
Messa di Gloria with a beautiful set that
joins the Antonine University and Notre
Dame Choirs, the Lebanese Philharmonic
Orchestra, and international and Lebanese
soloists.
It is a mystery why Messa di Gloria is so
little known. Rossini wrote the work—a nine
movement setting of the ''Kyrie'' and ''Gloria''
for five soloists, chorus and orchestra—in
Naples in 1821. As a composer he was at the
peak of his art.
The time he spent in Napels had hugely
expanded his command of both orchestral
and choral writing. And great voices
remained on tap, so much so that he could
afford to write for a pair of tenors within
the same Mass, the one tender and florid
in the ''Gratias'', the other altogether more
emotionally racked in the ''Qui tollis''.

The opening ''Kyrie'' is a deeply impressive
movement; elsewhere the old canard about
Rossini writing operatically for church
performances applies rather more obviously
than it does in either the Stabat Mater or the
Petite Messe Solennelle.

ASIL
ENSEMBLE
DEC 2 / 8:00 PM
ST. ELIE CHURCH, KANTARI
Firas Andari Shahrout, Oud
Mohamad Antar, Nay
Khalil El Baba, Violin / Bilal Bitar, Santour
Reda Bitar, Alto Violin / Imad Hashisho, Cello
Ali Hout, Riqq / Farah Kaddour, Soprano Oud
Abed Kobeissy, Tambour & Buzuq
Ghassan Sahhab, Qanun
Mustafa Said, Oud & Composition

Founded in 2003 by the Egyptian musician
and musicologist Mustafa Said, the Asil
Ensemble is a group of gifted musicians
who have gathered for the purpose of
performing a new contemporary form of
Arabic music, based on the principle of
internal development, and the reworking of
pre-existing traditional templates.
Mustafa Said (Cairo, 1983) is the director of
Arabic Music Archiving and Research (AMAR),
Lebanon, since 2010. Previously, he taught
at the High Institute of Music, Antonine
University, Lebanon, in 2006, and at the Arab
Oud House (Bait El-Oud Al-Arabi), Cairo,
in 2004. He has two albums and shared in
several recordings, creating music for theater
works and documentary films.
He participated in several conferences, music
workshops, festivals and venues both locally
and internationally as lecturer, teacher, solist
performer or with ensembles.

JESUS
MA JOIE
DEC 3 / 8:00 PM
ST. MARON CHURCH, GEMMAYZEH
Jesus Ma Joie (Jesus My Joy) is a Lebanese
youth choir that gathered to chant prayer
inspired by the spirituality of Saint Theresa
of the child Jesus. Its mission is to follow the
steps of Jesus Christ in embracing love. This
initiative of musicians, with beautiful voices
and outstanding performances, calls for
spiritual glorification of the Lord through the
hymns of praise.

LEBANESE
SCHOOL
OF BLIND
& DEAF
DEC 4 / 6:00 PM
ALL SAINTS CHURCH

Founded on 1957, the Lebanese School
of Blind and Deaf aims to establish a
modern institute to educate children with
special needs and enable them to become
independent members capable to integrate
properly in the community.
The choir is one their main achievements,
it includes a group of vocals and talented
musicians of different age groups.
These children are the permanent guest of
Beirut Chants, as we believe they should be
empowered for their exceptional talents and
everyone loves to joy and love they bring to
the festival each year.
The choir will be featuring this year a variety
of Lebanese folkloric Christmas carols.
With the graceful blessing and presence
of the Apostolic Nuncio Gabriele Caccia.

NIDAA
ABOU MRAD
& THE
ANTONINE
ARABIC
ENSEMBLE
DEC 4 / 8:00 PM
ST. ELIE GREEK CATHOLIC
CATHEDRAL

Nidaa Abou Mrad is a professor of
musicology, Vice President for Research and
Dean of the Faculty of Music and Musicology
at the Antonine University.
His music expertise is focused on the Arab
art music tradition of the Mašriq.
Author of the book “Éléments de Sémiotique
Modale: Essai de grammaire générative pour
les traditions monodiques”, Abou Mrad has
published more than 30 articles in leading
journals of musicology, and he is also a violin
player and composer.
The Arabic Classical Music Ensemble,
founded in 1998 by Nidaa Abou Mrad
and part of the FMM-UA since 2002, is
formed of musicians specializing in the
Arab musical artistic tradition of the Near
East. This ensemble follows the path of
improvisational interpretation, proper to the
real hermeneutical meaning of tradition,
by applying it to various repertoires of the
Near East.

BORIS
ANDRIANOV
ALEXANDER
GHINDIN

First Prize of Rostropovich Competition, Cello

First Prize of Tchaikovsky Piano Competition

DEC 5 / 8:00 PM
ST. MARON CHURCH, GEMMAYZEH
Boris Andrianov is a winner of the
bronze medal at the International
Tchaikovsky Competition, the First Prize
winner (including all special prizes) at
the International Antonio Janigro Cello
Competition in Zagreb, and the first Russian
cellist to become a laureate at the 6th
International Rostropovich competition in
Paris. He has performed with conductors
such as Valery Gergiev and Pavel Kogan;
chamber music with Yuri Bashmet and
Menahem Pressler, and in halls such as the
Moscow and St. Petersburg Philharmonic
Halls, the Concertgebouw, Vienna’s
Konzerthaus and Tokyo’s Opera City Hall.
Alexander Ghindin was honoured Artist of
Russia in 2006, and has been unanimously
acclaimed by critics and music lovers as
one of the most talented and original
pianists of today. At the age of seventeen,
he became the youngest ever laureate of
the International Tchaikovsky Competition in
Moscow, and quickly established himself as
one of the most sought-after pianists of his
generation.
He has released 28 CDs with leading
recording companies in Russia, France, Great
Britain, Germany, Finland and Japan.

SEONG-JIN
CHO
First prize of international Chopin
competition 2015

DEC 6 / 8:00 PM
ST. JOSEPH CHURCH, MONOT

Seong-Jin Cho was brought to the world’s
attention in October 2015 when he won
First Prize at the Chopin International Piano
Competition in Warsaw. Four years before
he had won 3rd Prize at the Tchaikovsky
competition, aged only 16. With his
overwhelming talent and natural musicality,
Seong-Jin Cho is rapidly embarking on a
world-class career and is considered one of
the most distinctive artists of his generation.
Seong-Jin has performed with some of the
world’s major orchestras including the Royal
Concertgebouw Orchestra, Philharmonia
Orchestra, Mariinsky Orchestra, Munich
Philharmonic Orchestra, Berlin Radio
Symphony Orchestra, Seoul Philharmonic
Orchestra, Czech Philharmonic Orchestra,
Budapest Festival Orchestra, Danish National
Symphony Orchestra, Russian National
Orchestra, Radio France Philharmonic, NHK
Symphony Orchestra, under renowned
conductors such as Myung-Whun Chung,
Lorin Maazel, Marek Janowski, Mikhail
Pletnev, Valery Gergiev, and Vladimir Ashkenazy.

Future engagements include concerts with
the Philharmonia Orchestra and Esa-Pekka
Salonen, St. Petersburg Philharmonic and
Yuri Temirkanov, Accademia Santa Cecilia di
Roma and Valery Gergiev, Russian National
Orchestra and Mikhail Pletnev, Tokyo
Philharmonic and Myung-Whun Chung,
Orchestre de Paris and Tomás Netopil.
Seong-Jin will play debut recitals at the
Concertgebouw Recital Hall, St. Petersburg
Philharmonia, London International Piano
series, Suntory Hall in Tokyo, Prague Spring
Festival, Klavier Festival Ruhr, and Carnegie
Hall’s main hall.

ZIAD NEHME
& VARTAN
AGOPIAN
DEC 7 / 8:00 PM
ST. ELIE CHURCH, KANTARI
Ziad Nehme attended the Lebanese
National Conservatory of Music in Beirut
and completed a Masters in Opera at the
Mozarteum in Salzburg. He has appeared
as soloist with the Lebanese National
Symphony Orchestra, The Mozarteum
Orchestra (Salzburg), the Warsaw

Philharmonic Orchestra and the Hamburg
Philharmonic Orchestra and worked under
such conductors as Simone Young, Michael
Schønwandt, Stefan Lano, Peter Schneider.
The last season he was seen in Mannheim
as Camille de Rosillon (The merry widow),
Truffaldino (Love of the three oranges) and
as Natale in the world premiere "Esame di
mezzanotte" by Lucia Ronchetti.
Winner of many awards, including
“Outstanding Participant Award” from the
Prague Conservatory, and second prize of the
piano competition of graduate university
students in the Czech Republic, Vartan
Agopian has performed many concerts as
a solo pianist, accompanist, and conductor,
including a concert of his own compositions.
He has recorded an album with the City of
Prague Philharmlonic Orchestra and a solo
album of his arrangement of Christmas
Carols. He is currently pursuing his doctoral
studies in piano pedagogy at Charles
University, where he is also a professor of
music and piano performance.

FAYHA
CHOIR

Barkev Teslakian, Conductor

DEC 8 / 8:00 PM
ST. MARON CHURCH,
GEMMAYZEH
The choir conducted by Maestro Barkev
Taslakian, is composed of 100 members from
different social background.
The choir’s repertoire mainly focuses on
Arabic music (mostly arranged by Edward
Torikian) and covers Lebanese, Syrian,
Egyptian, Palestinian, Iraqi, Bedouin, and
Andalusian music in addition to Latin,
Armenian, French, and English.
The choir’s mission is to develop and
promote Arabic Music richness and
authenticity.

Fayha Choir has represented Lebanon in
many festivals around the world, namely in
Poland Krakow, Lodz and Warsaw, Poland,
Abu Dhabi, Armenia, France, Canada, China,
Qatar (2010 & 2011), Cyprus, Bahrain,
Kuwait, Spain, Saudi Arabia, Sharjah,
Germany, Netherlands, Belgium, Sweden and
Dubai.
Fayha Choir is a member the “International
Federation for Choral Music” (IFCM) and
"European Choral Associations-Europa
Cantat".

LEBANESE
PHILHARMONIC
ORCHESTRA
CONDUCTED BY
FAYÇAL KARAOUI
First Prize of Besançon International
Conducting Competition

HILDEGARDE FESNEAU,
VIOLIN

DEC 9 / 8:00 PM
In collaboration with the Lebanese
National Higher Conservatory of Music.

ST. GEORGE MARONITE
CATHEDRAL

Between 2006 and 2012, Fayçal Karoui was
music director of the New York City Ballet
and was soon noticed by New York critics and
professionals, unanimously praising his work
there. The New York Times wrote in 2008 that
“One of the best reasons for watching City
Ballet these days is listening, especially when
its music director, Fayçal Karoui, is conducting”.
Just months after obtaining a First Prize in
Conducting at the Conservatoire National
Supérieur de Paris in J.S Bereau’s class in
1997, Fayçal Karoui was granted the Aida
scholarship which allowed him to work during
the season with Michel Plasson and the
Orchestre National du Capitole de Toulouse. In
1999 he was a prize winner at the Besançon
International conducting competition.
Fayçal Karoui has been invited to guest
conduct such prestigious orchestras as the
Accademia di Santa Cecilia di Roma, the
Orchestre Philharmonie de Radio-France,
the Orchestre de Paris, the Orchestra Verdi
di Milano, the Orchestre Philharmonique de
Strasbourg, the Orchestre de l’Opéra National
de Paris, the Hong-Kong Sinfonietta, the
New Japan Philharmonic, and the Wiener
Philharmoniker for a ballet in Vienna.

KODALY
QUARTET
THE 50TH JUBILEE TOUR
Attila Falvay, Violin
Ferenc Bangó Violin
János Fejérvári Alto
György Éder, Cello

DEC 10 / 8:00 PM
ST. MARON CHURCH,
GEMMAYZEH

The Kodaly Quartet was founded in 1966 by
four students of the Franz Liszt Academy in
Budapest. The name of this internationally
renowned quartet was dedicated in honor
of the outstanding twentieth-century
Hungarian composer Zoltan Kodaly by the
Hungarian Ministry of Culture and Education
due to the quartet's exceptional position.
The Quartet has recorded more than 60
CDs including the complete string quartets
of Beethoven, Haydn and Schubert. Further
on the BBC awarded the Kodaly Quartet's
recording of Mendelssohn and Bruch octets
as the "Best Chamber Music Recording of
the Year". The magazine Classic CD rated
the recording of Haydn's op. 64 as best
Chamber Music recording and the sixth
part of Beethoven's complete string quartet
recording was the "recommendation of the
month" by the BBC-music magazine.
In the frame of its 50-year jubilee the Kodaly
Quartet will play guest performances in the
major concert halls, such as the renowned
National Centre for the Performing Arts in
Beijing and the Shanghai Symphony Hall.
The Kodaly Quartet recently has been
awarded with the most important cultural
prize in Hungary, the "Art of Hungary Prize".

SAGESSE ST.
JOHN & ECOLE
DE MUSIQUE DES
PÈRES ANTONINS
CHILDREN CHOIR
Nelly Maatouk, Conductor

DEC 11 / 6:00 PM
ST. LOUIS CAPUCHIN CHURCH

The Ecole de Musique Antonine Children’s
Choir is a multicultural choral music and an
educational organization that aims to shape
the children’s future by making a difference
in their lives through teaching musical
excellence.
This choir has performed two times in
Beirut Chants, and they have enchanted
the audience with their angelic voices and
talent.
With a dedicated mission to educate,
develop and inspire musically talented
children, St John Children's Choir, conducted
by Ms. Nelly Maatouk, offers a repertoire that
covers a wide spectrum including classical
works, hymns and popular folk songs.
Nelly Maatouk is a Candidate of Star
Academy 4. She currently teaches music
education for children.

ST. ROMANOS
CHOIR

Fr. Romanos Joubran, Conductor

DEC 11 / 8:00 PM
ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX
CATHEDRAL

The choir of the Beirut Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese was founded in 2000, and
debuted with a recital in St. George’s
church in Souk el Gharb.
It is essentially composed of graduates of
St Romanos School, in addition to priests
and friends of the choir, and conducted by the
director of the school Fr. Romanos Joubran.
Its performance is based on Simon Karas'
School of Music and Spyros Pavlakis'
method, in addition to the current Antiochian
tradition.

The choir aims to perform well known
chants, namely Mitri Al Murr's, former
protopsalti of the Antiochian patriarchate,
and Andraos Mouaikel's, in addition to
new recitations.
It presents services with Arabic and
Greek recitations, and has some available
recordings.

In memory of Gebran Tueni

The choir is currently composed of 35
members who perform recitals and
participate in the new albums’ recordings.

ENSEMBLE
DESMAREST
BAROC ORCHESTRA

Rodrigo Ferreira, Counter-tenor
Ronan Khalil, Conductor

DEC 12 / 8:00 PM
ST. LOUIS CAPUCHIN CHURCH

The Ensemble Desmarest is a unique group
of top-flight young musicians founded in
2012 by the rising star harpsichordist and
director Ronan Khalil. It is very much an
ensemble with a difference: dedicated to
Baroque repertoire, but centred upon the
human voice. Khalil’s deliberate choice of
specific musicians uses their individual
personalities to create a collective dynamic.
In 2012, the Ensemble Desmarest became
one of the young ensembles-in-residence
at the Centre de rencontre culturel in
Ambronay, and in 2013 became resident
artists at the Singer-Polignac Foundation
in Paris. They have collaborated with some
of the most talented musicians of the new
generation. They are also members of the
network La Belle Saison - Concert Halls
created by Olivier Mantei and Jean-François
Dubos in collaboration with the Théâtre
des Bouffes du Nord, Paris. In April 2016,
the Ensemble Desmarest released its first
album Il Pianto della Madonna (B-records,
distributed by Naïve) to rave reviews. Alongside
Jordi Savall, they will be featured international
artists at the forthcoming Langtang Classik
Festival on the Île de la Réunion.

En collaboration avec l’Institut Français
et l’ambassade de France au Liban.

THEOTOKOS
ORTHODOX
CHOIR
Ramzi Saad, Conductor

DEC 13 / 8:00 PM
ST. NICHOLAS ORTHODOX
CATHEDRAL
Theotokos the Greek Orthodox Byzantine
Choir made its debut in 2015. The choir
had taken the Nightingale as a role model
for its performance and work, for this small
bird resembles the choir in terms of novelty.
Accordingly, the Nightingale and the choir
members match with regard to mobility, the
eagerness to learn and the desire to give.

And just as the nightingale masters as many
tunes as he can, the choir brings into play
each and every melody, seeming new to
some; although this is but a buried treasure
waiting voices to set it free.
As the choir intoners come from different
backgrounds, they share altogether the
passion to serve the divine word, and to
convey the Gospel to the faithful ears
through Byzantine music. Following this
passion and spirituality, the choir served
in many church and liturgical services in
different Orthodox parishes in a multitude
of cities and villages scattered over the
Dioceses. Moreover, the choir hosted many
chanting Byzantine evenings and concerts,
most notably the one which hosted one of
the most renowned Byzantine music pillars
in the world, Professor and Protopsaltis
Theodoros Vassilikos, along with his disciple
Protopsaltis Evangelos Gkikas.

Special Thanks to Mr. Abdallah Tamari

BEIRUT
YOUTH
CHOIR &
JEUNESSES
MUSICALES
Marc Reaidy, Tenor
Yasmina Sabbah, Conductor

DEC 14 / 8:00 PM
ST. LOUIS CAPUCHIN CHURCH

The Beirut Youth Choir is an ensemble of
talented young singers, founded by Yasmina
Sabbah. Today it includes students from
schools, universities, young music lovers
and professionals. They perform a repertoire
ranging from Renaissance to contemporary
music. Sabbah is a music instructor at the
AUB and she currently directs different
choirs with the aim to improve music
education in schools and universities
Les Jeunesses Musicales du Libanthe was
founded in 1956 by a group of people to
promote young musicians. It was relaunched in 2005 with a new orchestra,
gathering professional musicians and
amateurs. The JML helps the youth to
integrate into the music scene and allows
international artists to perform in Lebanon.
Marc Reaidy is one of the prominent
Lebanese’s Tenors. In 2013, He sang the
leading role of Don José in Carmen de Bizet,
an opera produced by The Lebanese Higher
National Conservatory with the Lebanese
Philharmonic Orchestra and participated in
Beirut spring festival playing the role of the
Turkish Pasha. He is a resident performer in
many venues and music productions.

ST. STEPHANOS
THE MELODE
CHOIR
Fr. Bachir Osta, Conductor

DEC 15 / 8:00 PM
ST. ELIE GREEK CATHOLIC
CATHEDRAL

The Saint Stephanos Choir was founded in
2009 by Fr. Bachir Osta, head of The Saint
Stephanos Patriarchal School of Byzantine
Music.
Fr. Osta gathered a large number of skilled
chanters in the Eparchy of Beirut and Jbeil as
well as students of the School.
The Choir presented many recitals and
served many masses and prayers.
All members of the Choir are experienced
chanters of Byzantine music, as well as
students of the Saint Stephanos Patriarchal
School, who gradually enter the choir upon
acquiring all required skills and knowledge.

QUATUOR
MODIGLIANI
Amaury Coeytaux, Violon
Loic Rio, Violin
Laurent Marfaing, Viola
François Kieffert, Violoncelle

DEC 16 / 8:00 PM
ST. LOUIS CAPUCHIN CHURCH
The Modigliani Quartet, formed by four
close friends in 2003 is a regular guest of
the world’s top venues like Wigmore Hall,
Carnegie Hall, Philhamronie de Paris-Cité
de la Musique, Het Concertgebouw, Berlin’s
Konzerthaus, Cologne’s Philharmonie,
Victoria Hall, Brussels’ Bozar, Vienna’s
Musikverein and Konzerthaus and
Salzburg’s Mozarteum, to name a few.
The quartet has recorded for the Mirare
label since 2008 and has released 5 awardwinning CDs, all receiving great critical

acclaim in several countries.
Only one year after they were formed, the
quartet attracted international attention
in 2004 by winning the Frits Philips String
Quartet competition in Eindhoven. The
Quartet then took First Prize at the Vittorio
Rimbotti competition in Florence in 2005
and won the Young Concert Artists Auditions
in New York in 2006.
Following their studies at the Conservatoire
National Supérieur de Musique de Paris, the
Modigliani Quartet studied with the Ysaÿe
Quartet in Paris, attended masterclasses
by Walter Levin and György Kurtág, and
then had the opportunity to work with
the Artemis Quartet at the Universität der
Künste in Berlin.
In the 2015/16 season, the quartet will tour
in Australia, Japan, Korea, the United-States
and Europe.

En collaboration avec l’Institut Français
et l’ambassade de France au Liban.

AYC ARMENIAN
YOUTH CHOIR
OF HAMAZKAYIN
& GARGATCH
CHILDREN CHOIR
Liana Harutyunyan, Piano
Shoghig Torossian, Soprano
Laury Bilalian, Flute
Zakar Keshishian, Conductor

DEC 17 / 6:00 PM
ST. NICHAN ORTHODOX
CATHEDRAL

Zakar Keshishian is the founder of several
choirs including the Gakavig Choir of the
Hamazkayin Educational and Cultural
Society (1988); the Gargatch Choir (1997)
and the AYC Armenian Youth Choir (2008).
Currently, he is professor at the Lebanese
National Higher Conservatory of Music,
a professor at the Parsegh Ganatchian
Musical College, and a part-time lecturer at
Haigazian University.
GARGATCH Children Choir of Hamazkayin
was established in 1997. In recent years,
GARGATCH regularly participated in Beirut
Chants and Lebanese International Choral
Festival with a program consisting of
multi-lingual ,classical and contemporary
repertoire. In 2014 the choir performed a
concert dedicated to the renowned Lebanese
composer Zaki Nassif, organized by Zaki
Nassif Program for Music.
“AYC” Armenian Youth Choir of Hamazkayin
Educational and Cultural Society was
founded in 2008 to develop the young
university student’s taste and interest in

classical, folk and contemporary music.
Several musicians from Armenia enrich the
choir's repertoire with their unique and
creative works.

A TRIBUTE
TO BEIRUT
ORPHEUS
CHOIR, AUB
CHOIR
Lebanese Philharmonic Orchestra
Toby Purser, Conductor

DEC 17 / 8:00 PM
ASSEMBLY HALL, AUB

Toby Purser (conductor) first came to
prominence following recognition in the
2002 Leeds Conducting Competition,
and was appointed Assistant Conductor
of L'Ensemble Orchestral de Paris for
2007, following his participation in the
Vendome Academy with Janos Furst and
John Nelson. Orchestras he has conducted
include the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra,
English Chamber Orchestra, Royal Liverpool
Philharmonic, London Concert Orchestra,
L’Ensemble Orchestral de Paris.

Masters of Performance with Distinction,
Julien studied music and languages at the
University of Otago, NZ, under Terence
Dennis and Flora Edwards.

Miranda Heldt (Soprano) graduated from
Cambridge University with a degree in
Modern and Medieval Languages. Of German
and English origin, Miranda graduated from
the Guildhall School of Music and Drama in
2012 with distinction, and studies privately
with Arwel Treharne Morgan.

Corinne Metni (Soprano) holds Degrees from
Saint Joseph University (Lebanon) and La
Sorbonne Assas International Law School
in France. Corinne has performed in many
opera concerts, operettas, music productions
and festivals in Paris, London, UAE, Singapore
and Lebanon.

Julien Van Mellaerts (baritone) from New
Zealand, is in his first year of the Royal
College of Music (RCM) International Opera
School studying with Dinah Harris as a
Fishmongers' Company Scholar, supported
by a Toeman Weinberger Award. Before
moving to London to study at the RCM,
where he has recently graduated with a

In collaboration with Peace & Prosperity
Trust in UK and the AUB

Samar Salamé (Soprano) received her
singing diploma in 2006. In London she
performed in two concerts, for The Peace
And Prosperity Trust. She has performed at
Byblos, Al-Bustan, and Beirut Chants as well
as at The National Lebanese Museum for the
Association.

LA CHANTERIE
DE BEYROUTH
DEC 18 / 6:00 PM
NATIONAL EVANGELICAL CHURCH

Founded 20 years ago, this children's choir is
a regular participant at Beirut Chants.
This choir of around 40 children perpetuates
the tradition of chanting and caroling in
multiple languages. With their adorable
voices, they chant for peace and fraternity,
celebrating the joyful spirit of Christmas.
These children with ages between 6 and 14
transcend from different backgrounds, bound
by their love for singing.
Under the direction of Noha Hatem, once
again this year, the children will draw the
audience to the innocent world of their
young spirits, performing a wide selection
of classical Christmas songs, in addition
to many carols from around the world,
in French, English, Arabic and Spanish
languages.

GHADA
SHBEIR
DEC 18 / 8:00 PM
ST. ELIE CHURCH, KANTARI

This Lebanese singer earned her advanced
degree in Oriental Singing and Master’s
degree in Musical Sciences from Université
St Esprit - Kaslik (USEK).
Due to her unique performance style, she
became a professor of traditional Arabic
singing techniques at USEK, al Mowashahat
singing techniques at the Lebanese
University and Sacred Syriac chants at the
Lebanese National Higher Conservatory of
Music.
Her performances as soloist of the USEK
choir highlighted her professional talent, and
she has since participated in many festivals,
concerts and conventions around the world.
With her exquisite talent, Shbeir is a
specialist and professional performer
of traditional Middle Eastern folk and
Arabo-Andalusian songs, Syriac and Ancient
Maronite chants.

NDU
CHILDREN
CHOIR
Khalil Rahme, Conductor

DEC 19 / 6:00 PM
SACRE COEUR CHURCH,
GEMMAYZEH

The Notre Dame University Choir –
Louaizé was founded in October 1993
under the direction of Reverend Fr. Khalil
Rahme, a Mariamite monk, and with the
encouragement and support of the Maronite
Mariamite Order. The choir is formed of a
number of professionals and students of the
School of Music.
The NDU Choir won the Gold Medal and the
Audience’s First Prize - Adult Category - in
the Third International Choirs Competition
held in Laval, Quebec 2007.
Khalil Rahme is a composer, founder and
director of the Notre Dame University Choir.
He wrote many religious chants and hymns
including the mass for children, the music
for the documentary “Close to Heaven”, the
Oratorio of Father Yacoub the Kabbouchi,
two theatre pieces for Deir El Kamar and the
religious operas: “Ana Maakom”, “Mariamu
fi masirati shaabi llah”, “The Oratorio of St.
Paul, the Apostle of Nations”.
He recorded many CD’s with the NDU choir.

ABEER
NEHME
DEC 19 / 8:00 PM
ST. ELIE CHURCH, KANTARI

Abeer Nehme is a renowned international
singer. Throughout the years, she acquired
knowledge in musicology and the theories
of Arabic, Western and Religious music
(Aramaic) to reach very advanced levels.
She is known for her exquisite talent in
performing different music styles with great
ease and professionalism. She performs
Arabic Traditional Tarab, traditional Middle
Eastern folks, Arabo Andalusian songs,
Ancient Syriac and Maronite Chants, Opera,
and Western Music. She sings in more than
fourteen different languages.
Abeer performed in prominent international
festivals amongst which the Festival "les
Orientales" in Paris, the "International
Musical Festival and Conference at
Royaumont", “Festival Evora” in Portugal,
Brussels Palace "Flagey International
Festival" in Belgium. She also performed
at many prestigious concert halls such as
Urania Theater in Berlin, Megaro Mousiki in
Athens, Sodertalje Estrad Theater in Sweden,
the Opera House of Cairo and Alexandria
in Egypt, the Culture Palace, the Congress
Palace, Opera House and Umayyad Palace
Conference Hall in Damascus Syria as well
as many other venues worldwide.

AVANESYAN
PIANO TRIO
Hrachya Avanesyan, Violin
Sevak Avanesyan, Cello
Julien Libeer, Piano

DEC 20 / 8:00 PM
ST. MARON CHURCH,
GEMMAYZEH

The Avanesyan Trio was established in 2010,
and reunites the brothers Hrachya and Sevak
Avanesyan with Julien Libeer, with individual
careers leading them to venues such as the
Wigmore Hall in London, the Casa da Musica
in Lisbon or the Théâtre de la Ville in Paris.
Since its foundation in 2010, the trio has
studied with the members of the Artemis
String Quartet at the Queen Elisabeth
College of Music in Brussels, and has
received regular advice from Augustin Dumay.
The Avanesyan Trio sets as an objective not
only to explore the great standards of the
repertoire, but also to allow the audience to
discover less-known works, with a particular
affinity for Armenian 20th-century chamber
music.
Ever since their first concert season, in 2010
– 2011, the Avanesyan Trio performed at
venues such as the Palais des Beaux-Arts
in Brussels, the Festival de Radio France
Montpellier and the Menton Festival in
France, to great critical acclaim. They have
also toured Belgium, the Netherlands,
France, and Spain.

SAMAR
SALAME,
SOPRANO
DEC 21 / 8:00 PM
ST. ELIE CHURCH, KANTARI

Samar Salamé finished her Audiovisual
studies at IESAV (Saint Joseph University),
before embarking on her journey in the
lyrical field.
Maestro Roberto De Simone invited her to
join his company Media Aetas in Naples.
She followed him to Italy and toured the
Peninsula with his show "The Opera Buffa
del Giovedi Santo". At the end of the tour,
Salamé moved to Rome to pursue her
studies at The Conservatory of Santa Cecilia.
During her five years at this prestigious
institution, she participated in Verdi's “Il
Trovatore”, Rossini’s “Semiramide” based
on Voltaire’s tragedy, Roberto De Simone's
“Requiem alla Memoria di Pier Paolo
Pasolini” in Munich.
She reached the finals of the Mattia
Battistini contest in Rieti, and joined Maestro
Stefano Cucci’s choir who worked with
Maestro Ennio Morricone.

After graduating in December 2006, Samar
Salamé moved to Paris and continued her
career singing in “La Maya”, an adaptation
of Alfred de Musset’s “Les Caprices de
Marianne”, as well as in concerts in Paris (La
Conciergerie, Le Grand Palais, La Mairie du
XIVème...) and Lebanon.

RAMI
KHALIFE

PIANO IMPROVISATION

DEC 22 / 8:00 PM
ST. LOUIS CAPUCHIN CHURCH

Rami Khalifé graduated from the prestigious
Juilliard school of New York, was featured
as a soloist alongside some of the world’s
most prized orchestras including Globalis
Orchestra ,Qatar Philharmonic Orchestra
and Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra just to
name a few.
Rami Khalifé has extensively toured in the
U.S, South America, Asia, Canada, Europe,
Australia, in such venues as the Kennedy
Center (Washington, USA), the Sydney Opera
House (Sydney, Australia), Opera House

(Doha, Qatar), Place Des Arts (Montreal,
Canada), Dar el Opera (Damascus, Syria),
Queen Elizabeth Hall (London), Salle Pleyel
(Paris, France) and UNESCO Palace (Beirut,
Lebanon).
Rami Khalifé’s body of work is as eclectic
as it is bold, ranging from improvised
concerts, recording a Prokofiev concerto,
performing world music with Marcel Khalifé
and the Al Mayadine Ensemble, composing
contemporary works for orchestra, producing
sound tracks for film and documentary,
only to switch it all up with his classic
electro group AUFGANG. His body of work
includes 2 piano concertos, a requiem, a
cello concerto and several orchestral pieces
including “Tunnel to the Moon”, all of which,
he premiered with the Qatar Philharmonic
Orchestra. He was also commissioned by the
Philadelphia chamber orchestra to write his
new piece ‘’Stories’’ to be performed at the
end of the year.

NOTREDAME DE
JAMHOUR
CHOIR

Haitham Azzi, Conductor

DEC 23 / 6:00 PM
ST. ELIE ARMENIAN CATHOLIC
CATHEDRAL

In 2011, a year after the first concert, the
College Notre Dame de Jamhour founded
its music school with the acknowledgement
of the Lebanese Government. The goal
was essentially to provide music courses to
students in order to eventually enlarge the
choir and the orchestra.
Today, the choir has 90 singers and around
30 musicians. The orchestra consists of
a complete string woodwinds, brass and
percussions. For oriental repertoire the
ensemble is joined by a nay, oud and
oriental percussions.
All solo singers are classical singing
students in the music school. The leading
singer is their teacher Ms. Corinne Haddad
Azzi, who contributed a lot in refining the
raw sound of the choir.
This initiative is about gathering young
committed people around music with the
aim to improve their musical and
technical skills.

OPERA ARIAS

CARMEN
GIANNATASIO
JONATHAN PAPP, PIANO

DEC 23 / 8:00 PM
ST. MARON CHURCH,
GEMMAYZEH
“the most talented of the younger Italian
sopranos” The Telagraph

Since being chosen to front important new
bel canto recordings by Opera Rara, who
champion rarely performed operas of the
19th century, she has distinguished herself
in Rossini’s La donna del lago, Donizetti’s
Parisina and in particular Rossini’s Ermione
with the recording winning the 2011
Gramophone Opera Award.
She won worldwide acclaim by stepping
in at the eleventh hour for John Copley’s
production of La Boheme at the Royal Opera
House, Covent Garden in 2012. She opened
the season at Teatro San Carlo, Genoa
directed by renowned Italian film director
Franz Ozpetek.
Her 2015/16 projects include: a new
production of Il Trovatore by La Fura
del Baus at the Nederlandse Opera in
Amsterdam, a new production of Pagliacci
at the Royal Opera House London under the
baton of Sir Antonio Pappano, La Bohème
at Deutsche Oper Berlin in December. 2016
starts with Norma with Munich Staatsoper,
Pagliacci at Berlin’s Deutsche Oper directed
by David Pountney and Simon Boccanegra at
La Scala, to name a few.
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