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Admittedly, it is a challenge to find wines for 
February to honor Black History Month as wineries 
ran by BIPOC are still very underrepresented in the 

industry. We encourage you to seek out these 
producers and these wines, as well as support the 
initiatives that foster the pursuit of making a 
career in wine a dream come true for people in 

communitiesof color. 
 

This month we are highlighting The Roots Fund, a 
nonprofit that provides resources to Black and Brown 
scholars interested in the wine industry by way of 
financial support, educational scholarships, wine 

education, mentorship, and job placement. 
 

The Roots Fund was created to nourish and enrich the 
lives of communities of color in the wine industry. 
You can learn more and donate directly on their 

website:  
 

www.therootsfund.org      @rootsfund 
 

 
FEBRUARY 2023: BLACK-OWNED & RAN 

WINERIES AND WINEMAKERS 
In honor of Black History Month, we are highlighting 
Black owned wineries and Black winemakers who are 

spearheading the desperately needed representation in the 
wine world. This month's box proceeds will go toward 

@therootsfund. The Roots Fund is a nonprofit created to 
support and provide resources for people in communities 
of color interested in a career in the wine industry 

through financial support, scholarships, wine education, 
mentorship, and job placement.  

The world of wine is so vastly diverse itself, it’s a 
shame that the people behind it don’t always reflect that 

same diversity. Wine making has thousands of years of 
history that has spanned different geography, cultures, 

and regions across the globe. The expansiveness in 
diversity among grape varietals, terroir, and wine making 

techniques makes wine and endless opportunity of 
discovery. With wines as different as an Argentinian 

Malbec and Hungarian Furmint, and terroir as different as 
the Canary Islands and Canada’s Okanagan Valley, there is 
always room for new frontiers and new communities to lend 

their contribution. Things are changing, however, and 
talented winemakers and winery owners who themselves are 
people of color are claiming their spot and giving well 
deserved representation for others in their communities 

by sharing their creativity and passion for wine with the 
world. 

 
We will once again be featuring wines from renowned 

sommelier and winemaker André Hueston Mack, who is one of 
the pioneers in bringing  black representation into the 
industry and dominating at it. His work and repertoire 
pave the way to inspire other BIPOC to succeed in the 

industry. Third generation wine maker and Oakland native 
Chenoa Ashton-Lewis has carved a prominent spot amongst 
the tight knit and often elusive wine culture in West 
Sonoma County. Out in France’s infamous Rhone Valley, 
Nelly France is doing things her own way in a storied 
wine region that is not always adherent to the new and 

the rogue.  As in any field, representation is crucially 
important for the future of the industry and for the 

people making the wine that you and I will be drinking. 
To quote one of our other featured winemakers Matt 

Crutchfield “Though I love wine production, I can’t help 
but feel under-represented. Looking around and seeing 
very few people that look like me or have shared my 

experiences, but when I do see them, I am filled with 
pride. My intention to start my own business is not only 
to make wines that I am proud of, but to someday be the 
person that I would have wanted to see in the industry 

when I first started.” 
 

Remember, there is always more.
Shoot me an email if you’d like to purchase another bottle

 (or case) of something that you loved.
jacqueline@macchialina.com. 

Thank you!
#macchinmyglass

There is a problematic lack of representation in 
the wine world with Black-owned wineries. 

 
Here are ways to support and spread awareness for 

Black winemakers or producers: 
 

 
• Visit the winery  
• Share a review  
• Tag them on social  
• Give their wines as gifts 
• Donate secure.givelively.org/donate/rootsfund-incorporated 



 

Ashanta “Ojalá” Sauvignon Blanc 2021
-------------------------------------------------------

Producer: Ashanta
Name: Ojalá
Variety:  Sauvignon Blanc 
Vintage: 2021
Location: Los Olivos AVA, California
Follow: ashantawines 

Third generation winemaker, Chenoa Ashton-Lewis, and 
cinematographer, Will Basanta, got fully bitten by the 
winemaking bug in October of 2019 when last minute they 
bombed up to Sonoma Mountain from Los Angeles, on the news 
that Chenoa’s family vineyard still had unsold grapes that 
were quickly turning to bird fodder. With the help of family 
and friends they jumped in, picking and crushing to make an 
experimental Syrah and Pinot Noir co-ferment. The single barrel 
was then stored in a tent for 8 months on the family’s organic, 
50-year-old vineyard, planted by Chenoa’s grandparents in the 
early 1970s. 

In 2020 when quarantine hit, Chenoa and Will once again escaped 
to Glen Ellen. In the early spring while wandering the remains 
of the Pinot Noir vineyard destroyed in the 2017 Nuns Fire, 
Chenoa and Will found new vines alive and growing horizontally, 
buried, and abandoned in a tall uncut jungle of grass. Inspired, 
they immediately and painstakingly walked row by row discovering 
and staking the new vines. To their surprise, by the early 
summer 160 vines that were once seemingly dead had been 
reclaimed and were bearing clusters of grapes. Through this 
magical discovery of fermentation and natural renaissance, they 
became even more fascinated with the resilience of nature and 
connected with neighbor Tony Coturri on Sonoma Mountain. For 
harvest 2020, Chenoa and Will were shepherds to their first 
commercial vintage at the historic Coturri Winery, introducing 
their label Ashanta Wines.

Located in Sebastopol, CA, Ashanta Wines sources from 
family-operated vineyards throughout California’s expansive 
landscape that work with organic and/or biodynamic practices and 
they themselves often even forage for wild fruit! They abide by 
zero:zero wine making practices, which means there is absolutely 
no exogenous intervention in the growing or winemaking process 
(unfined, unfiltered, wild yeast fermentations, no S02), purely 
grapes and nature.  

The Sauvignon Blanc comes from Los Olivos AVA, situated 30 miles 
east of the Pacific Ocean in a unique horseshoe shaped valley. 
The position of the vineyard allows for light morning fog and 
very warm afternoons with quite cool light foggy nights, which 
allows the grapes achieve excellent sugar levels while maintain-
ing acidity. With 5 days of skin contact and a unique aging 
process between French and neutral oak, as well as steel tanks 
this wine is delicate and light on it’s feet with a beautiful 
balance of orchard fruit and crisp minerals. A rockstar pairing 
for bitter salads and grilled vegetables, or to be enjoyed on 
it's own. Serve chilled.

Maison Noir “Horseshoe & Handgrenades” 
-------------------------------------------------------

Producer: Maison Noir 
Name: Horseshoes & Handgrenades 
Variety:  Syrah, Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot
Vintage: N.V.
Location: Southern Oregon/Red Mountain, Washington
Follow: @andrehmack 

Once again, we’re featuring wines from the famed 
sommelier, Per Se and French Laundry alumni, and now 
equally acclaimed wine maker André Hueston Mack. Maison 
Noir was founded in 2007 after Mack left a finance 
career, a “desk job” in his own words, to pursue his 
passion for wine. He has undoubtedly made his dream a 
reality and incorporates his iconic personal style and 
introspect through the Maison Noir moniker. He has 
cultivated relationships with established and dynamic 
winemakers and growers from around the world and 
utilizes this prestigious network as influence to craft 
wines that are distinctly his own. 

He is a micro-négociant - a wine merchant who purchases 
grapes and vinifies/bottles them under their own name. 
He sources the best fruit possible from the Willamette 
Valley region of Oregon and the Red Mountain AVA in 
Columbia Valley in Washington state to produce wines 
showcasing the unique personality of their respective 
terroirs. Maison Noir’s playful aesthetic is intention-
ally laidback as is the approach to enjoying the wines, 
however these wines are nothing to joke about and are 
highly revered and respected in the wine subculture.
Sit back and sip away, these wines most definitely merit 
getting acquainted with.   

This Non-Vintage blend of Southern Oregon Syrah and Red 
Mountain Cabernet and Merlot delivers a lusciously 
fruit-forward and full-bodied red with a rich structure 
and complexity that will keep its intrigue sip after 
sip. Notes of deep cherry and supple leather beg for 
grilled and/or smoked meats and robust game dishes.



-------------------------------------------------------

Maison Noir “Knock on Wood” 
Chardonnay 2020

-------------------------------------------------------

Maison Noir “In Sheep’s Clothing” 
Cabernet Sauvignon 2019

FEBRUARY 2023: BLACK-OWNED & RAN 
WINERIES AND WINEMAKERS 

In honor of Black History Month, we are highlighting 
Black owned wineries and Black winemakers who are 

spearheading the desperately needed representation in the 
wine world. This month's box proceeds will go toward 

@therootsfund. The Roots Fund is a nonprofit created to 
support and provide resources for people in communities 
of color interested in a career in the wine industry 

through financial support, scholarships, wine education, 
mentorship, and job placement.  

The world of wine is so vastly diverse itself, it’s a 
shame that the people behind it don’t always reflect that 
same diversity. Wine making has thousands of years of 

history that has spanned different geography, cultures, 
and regions across the globe. The expansiveness in 

diversity among grape varietals, terroir, and wine making 
techniques makes wine and endless opportunity of 

discovery. With wines as different as an Argentinian 
Malbec and Hungarian Furmint, and terroir as different as 
the Canary Islands and Canada’s Okanagan Valley, there is 
always room for new frontiers and new communities to lend 

their contribution. Things are changing, however, and 
talented winemakers and winery owners who themselves are 
people of color are claiming their spot and giving well 
deserved representation for others in their communities 

by sharing their creativity and passion for wine with the 
world. 

 
We will once again be featuring wines from renowned 

sommelier and winemaker André Hueston Mack, who is one of 
the pioneers in bringing  black representation into the 
industry and dominating at it. His work and repertoire 
pave the way to inspire other BIPOC to succeed in the 

industry. Third generation wine maker and Oakland native 
Chenoa Ashton-Lewis has carved a prominent spot amongst 
the tight knit and often elusive wine culture in West 
Sonoma County. Out in France’s infamous Rhone Valley, 
Nelly France is doing things her own way in a storied 
wine region that is not always adherent to the new and 

the rogue.  As in any field, representation is crucially 
important for the future of the industry and for the 

people making the wine that you and I will be drinking. 
To quote one of our other featured winemakers Matt 

Crutchfield “Though I love wine production, I can’t help 
but feel under-represented. Looking around and seeing 
very few people that look like me or have shared my 

experiences, but when I do see them, I am filled with 
pride. My intention to start my own business is not only 
to make wines that I am proud of, but to someday be the 
person that I would have wanted to see in the industry 

when I first started.” 
 

Remember, there is always more.
Shoot me an email if you’d like to purchase another bottle

 (or case) of something that you loved.
jacqueline@macchialina.com. 

Thank you!
#macchinmyglass

Producer: Maison Noir 
Name: In Sheep’s Clothing
Variety:  Cabernet Sauvignon 
Vintage: 2019
Location: Columbia Valley, Washington
Follow: @andrehmack 

Once again, we’re featuring wines from the famed sommelier, 
Per Se and French Laundry alumni, and now equally acclaimed 
wine maker, André Hueston Mack. Maison Noir was founded in 
2007 after Mack left a finance career, a “desk job” in his 
own words, to pursue his passion for wine. He has 
undoubtedly made his dream a reality and incorporates his 
iconic personal style and introspect through the Maison 
Noir moniker. He has cultivated relationships with 
established and dynamic winemakers and growers from around 
the world and utilizes this prestigious network as
influence to craft wines that are distinctly his own. 

He is a micro-négociant - a wine merchant who purchases 
grapes and vinifies/bottles them under their own name. 
He sources the best fruit possible from the Willamette 
Valley region of Oregon and the Red Mountain AVA in 
Columbia Valley in Washingtonstate to produce wines 
showcasing the unique personality of their respective 
terroirs. Maison Noir’s playful aesthetic is intentionally 
laidback as is the approach to enjoying the wines, however 
these wines are nothing to joke about and are highly evered 
and respected in the wine subculture. Sit back and sip 
away, these wines most definitely merit getting acquainted 
with.  

“To protect the sheep, you gotta catch the wolf, and it 
takes a wolf to catch a wolf” as said by Denzel 
Washington’s character Alonzo Harris in 2001’s Training 
Day. Though this wine is in harmony with the sheep, it is 
all wolf.  The fruit for this wine comes from Columbia 
Valley - 60% from the Red Mountain AVA and 40% from the 
Wahluke Slope. After fermentation the wine spends 10 months 
aging in barrels, 25% of which is new French oak. This wine 
is ripe and not shy of fruit, however it is backed by an 
acidity that keeps it fresh and lifted. This medium-plus 
bodied Cabernet Sauvignon expresses layered notes of 
cassis, red and blue fruits with a hint of woodsmoke, while 
showcasing the hallmark dried herbal notes of the varietal. 
A complex wine with characteristics of both the New and Old 
World.

Producer: Maison Noir 
Name: Knock On Wood
Variety:  Chardonnay
Vintage: 2021
Location: Willamette Valley, Oregon
Follow: @andrehmack 

Once again, we’re featuring wines from the famed 
sommelier, Per Se and French Laundry alumni,
and now equally acclaimed wine maker André Hueston 
Mack. Maison Noir was founded in 2007 after Mack left 
a finance career, a “desk job” in his own words, to 
pursue his passion for wine. He has undoubtedly made 
his dream a reality and incorporates his iconic 
personal style and introspect through the Maison Noir 
moniker. He has cultivated relationships with 
established and dynamic winemakers and growers 
from around the world and utilizes this prestigious 
network as influence to craft wines that are 
distinctly his own. 

He is a micro-négociant - a wine merchant who 
purchases grapes and vinifies/bottles them under 
their own name. He sources the best fruit possible 
from the Willamette Valley region of Oregon and the 
Red Mountain AVA in Columbia Valley in Washington 
state to produce wines showcasing the unique 
personality of their respective terroirs. Maison 
Noir’s playful aesthetic is intentionally laidback 
as is the approach to enjoying the wines, however 
these wines are nothing to joke about and are highly 
revered and respected in the wine subculture. Sit back 
and sip away, these wines most definitely merit 
getting acquainted with.  

This is not your great-auntie’s Chardonnay.  Aged 
entirely in stainless steel (no oaky butter bomb here) 
and does not go through malolactic fermentation, 
meaning those rounded creamy notes commonly associated 
with New World Chardonnay won’t be found in this wine. 
The hillside vineyard where the fruit is sourced in 
the Yamhill-Carlton AVA shares more characteristics 
with the Cote D’Or in Burgundy than say, Napa. This 
New World Chardonnay with a vail to the Old World will 
express “lean and mean”. Notes of melon and pear are 
complimented by a profound minerality awaiting a tangy 
and tropical finish. Serve chilled.



-------------------------------------------------------

Producer: Ryme Cellars
Name: Fox Hill Vineyard Sangiovese Friulano
Variety: 85% Sangiovese 15% Friulano
Vintage: 2021
Location: Mendocino, California
Follow: @ryme_cellars   @wine.matt

Ryme Cellars started in 2007 as a collaboration between 
husband and wife Ryan and Megan Glaab from a shared love of 
wine and old world sensibilities. They started with just one 
ton of Aglianico, and so impressed with their results they 
began to expand on their portfolio, sho casing rare and 
unusual varietals for the area, most of which are Italian. 
Ryme Cellars is known for producing wines with distinct 
character without adhering to any themes or restrictions. 
They source from conscientiously farmed organic and/or 
sustainable vineyards in both Mendocino and Sonoma counties. 
They are produced according to simple methods. The wines are 
“always encouraged, never controlled” and use no cultured 
yeast, no temperature control, no enzymes or other 
adulterants, and are not fined or filtered.

By Ryan and Meg’s side in both the vineyards and the cellar is 
their assistant wine maker Matthew Crutchfield. Matt’s love 
for wine started by working in the industry between wine bars 
and retail shops in Charleston, South Carolina. His passion 
for wine developed so strongly that he decided to work a 
harvest in Sonoma County to truly understand the world of wine 
that he had been studying and acquainting himself with, with 
the intention of returning to hospitality. After four harvests 
in Sonoma and one in New Zealand, Matt’s position to stay in 
wine production is determined. Through his talent and 
contributions to Ryme Cellars he has been encouraged to start 
his own production, and very recently has begun the journey of 
creating Matt Crutchfield Wines, already with two releases of 
the first vintages. Like Ryme Cellars, Matt has a unique yet 
honest approach to wine making. In his own words, “There’s a 
tired saying that you’ll hear from winemakers that are finally 
starting their own brand “I just want to make wines that I 
want to drink,” as well-tread as that saying is, it rings true 
for many, myself included. I intend to make wines that I would 
have wanted to see when I first started working in the
wine industry; differing styles of wine made from the same 
fruit, vineyard, and picking conditions.” Both Ryme Cellars 
and Matt Crutchfield Wines deserve your attention and space in 
your wine fridge for their fresh, authentic, and approachable 
takes on winemaking. The Sangiovese Friulano from Ryme Cellars 
is sourced from Fox Hill Vineyard deep in Mendocino County
with distinct coastal influence. The blend of these two 
varietals creates a lighthearted, fresh, and juicy red wine 
with a rich blend of red berries, rose, and minty herbs on the 
nose. It is medium bodied with a touch of minerality and a 
lingering floral finish with hints of sweet tobacco. Serve 
slightly chilled.

-------------------------------------------------------

Ryme Cellars, Fox Hill VIneyard   

Producer: Le Meillure De nous
Name: Mères
Variety: Caladoc
Vintage: 2020
Location: Rhone Valley, France
Follow: famille_deboelfrance

Famille de Boel France is a small family estate owned 
and run by an enthusiastic and inspired husband and wife 
team in the high elevations of Saint Joseph. This is a 
project born from passion, not born from inheriting 
vineyards or a cellar. Nelly France is from Brittany and 
Arnaud De Boel is from Belgium. They met in 2009 in New 
Zealand where their love for food and wine brought them 
together. After having worked in other wineries in the 
area since 2011, the couple made a bold move and decided 
to fulfill their own dreams in the Rhone which came to 
fruition with their first 2016 vintage. Setting up shop 
in a place like the Rhone Valley as a novice and 
newcomer is a rogue move, but some of the best things
come from unashamed risk taking. They run their estate 
with their two young children by their side, the
family chooses biodynamic farming and low intervention 
winemaking.

The featured rosé is one entirely the birthchild of 
Nelly. Tired of being known as “only” the winemakers
wife in the eye’s of some, she set to submerge the 
stereotypes and create a project all her own within
the Famille De Boel with the moniker “Le Meillure De 
Nous” or “The Best of Us”. Le Meillure De Nous
glorifies women and their efforts, and the 2020 vintage 
is homage to young Swedish activist Greta Thunberg. 
This rosé is unabashedly fruity and floral, made from 
an obscure varietal called Caladoc, a cross of Grenache 
and Malbec that renders a profile full of peonies, 
roses, and poppy, while maintaining a dry and saline 
backbone that keeps it crisp and refreshing. From France 
with love, but perfect for South Florida year-round! 

Serve chilled.

Producer: Maison Noir 
Name: Horseshoes & Handgrenades 
Variety:  Syrah, Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot
Vintage: N.V.
Location: Southern Oregon/Red Mountain, Washington
Follow: @andrehmack 

Once again, we’re featuring wines from the famed 
sommelier, Per Se and French Laundry alumni, and now 
equally acclaimed wine maker André Hueston Mack. Maison 
Noir was founded in 2007 after Mack left a finance 
career, a “desk job” in his own words, to pursue his 
passion for wine. He has undoubtedly made his dream a 
reality and incorporates his iconic personal style and 
introspect through the Maison Noir moniker. He has 
cultivated relationships with established and dynamic 
winemakers and growers from around the world and 
utilizes this prestigious network as influence to craft 
wines that are distinctly his own. 

He is a micro-négociant - a wine merchant who purchases 
grapes and vinifies/bottles them under their own name. 
He sources the best fruit possible from the Willamette 
Valley region of Oregon and the Red Mountain AVA in 
Columbia Valley in Washington state to produce wines 
showcasing the unique personality of their respective 
terroirs. Maison Noir’s playful aesthetic is intention-
ally laidback as is the approach to enjoying the wines, 
however these wines are nothing to joke about and are 
highly revered and respected in the wine subculture.
Sit back and sip away, these wines most definitely merit 
getting acquainted with.   

This Non-Vintage blend of Southern Oregon Syrah and Red 
Mountain Cabernet and Merlot delivers a lusciously 
fruit-forward and full-bodied red with a rich structure 
and complexity that will keep its intrigue sip after 
sip. Notes of deep cherry and supple leather beg for 
grilled and/or smoked meats and robust game dishes.

Le Meillure De Nous, Mères 2020   


