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Vegetable Caponata

tomato, capers, zucchini & basil 

Eat right out of the jar with good bread or crackers, 
as a spread on a sandwich, 

or tossed in a pasta as a sauce. 

 
#MacchAtMyHouse

 
Methoxypyrazine

If you’ve been wondering why youthful wines 
from particular grapes taste really fruit-driven 
and others have a wide array of savory flavors,

 the answer may be methoxypyrazine. A group of these 
savory flavors (which includes “bell pepper”) come 

from a from a specific aroma compound called 
methoxypyrazine, often called “pyrazines” for short. 
The compound is found in higher proportions in the 
“Bordeaux-family” grapes such as Cabernet Franc.

#MacchInMyGlass

October 2022: Cabernet Franc

In this month’s box we explore the Cabernet 
Franc grape. This is the parent grape to 

Merlot and Cabernet Sauvignon, and Carmenere, 
and while it’s usually used as a blending 
grape, we wouldn’t have Bordeaux without 

Cabernet Franc, so we’re giving the grape its 
flowers. 

The origin is still debated, some say it 
originated in Basque Country of Spain, and some 
say the Libournais region in the South West of 
France in the 17th century with cuttings from 
the Loire Valley. It wasn’t until Cabernet 
Sauvignon began to grow in popularity that 
folks started to notice the similarities 

between Cabernet Sauvignon and
 Cabernet Franc and did some DNA testing. 

In comparison to Cabernet Sauvignon, it is 
lighter in body, more perfumed, more peppery, 
and more finessed. And that would be how to 
pick it out in a blend, by looking for those 
spice notes, higher in acidity, but softer in 
tannins. We love Cabernet Franc because it goes 

well with tomato sauce and various meats 
(especially poultry). But mostly, we love a 

moment to step back and say, you can’t 
stereotype a grape or a region which is why we 
chose to include cabernet franc from all over 
the world. Drink through this box, and then 
tell us if you had Cabernet Franc correctly 

pinned or not. 

Remember, there is always more.
Shoot me an email if you’d like to purchase another bottle

 (or case) of something that you loved.
jacqueline@macchialina.com. 

Thank you!
#MacchInMyGlass
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Producer: Land of Saints
Name: Cabernet Franc
Variety: 100% Cabernet Franc
Vintage: 2020
Location: Santa Barbara County, California
Follow: @landofsaints

Three winemakers united by their love for 
California, making wines that symbolize their 
cultures and give a sense of place. This is a 
collaboration of three friends from across the 
globe, two from Cornwall and one from Auckland, 
in Central Coast California together, taking what 
they love of the areas they’ve been in and the 
love they have for Cali, and blending it into a 
juicy, bright red that is not what you expect 
from California.

“I hail from the county of Cornwall in Southwest 
England which has a rich and ancient history. 
Around 410AD the country entered a period known 
as the ‘age of the saints’ as holy people came 
and lived in this stunningly beautiful county. 
In the following centuries over 70 of them left 
their name as a legacy to the land, as a result, 
Cornwall became affectionately known as the 
‘Land of Saints’. I’ve always loved the name and 
on a more holistic view, I like the idea of a 
land filled with Saints… it would make for quite 
a place! After moving to California, I found a 
new Land of Saints (we counted 33 Sans and 
Santas). Golden, with open skies, and a 
friendship that will last a lifetime.”
– Jason Osborne, Land of Saints Wine Company

 

Chateau de Petit Thouars, 
“Les Georges” Chinon Rouge 2020 Land Of Saints 2020

Producer: Chateau de Petit Thouars
Name: Les Georges
Variety: 100% Cabernet Franc
Vintage: 2020
Location: AOC Chinon, France

The Chateau du Petit Thouars has an extraordinarily
long and rich history beginning in the early 1500s as 
a “low-key hunting lodge,” an amusing notion, given the 
house’s immensity and grandeur. The 370-acre estate is 
run today by Sebastién du Petit Thouars, the twelfth 
generation to dwell here since his ancestor George 
purchased the property in 1636, one of Sebastién’s 
forebears even fled the French Revolution and fought 
in the American Revolution.

Though records and physical evidence exist of wine 
having been made on the property centuries ago, it 
wasn’t until the late 1970s that the enterprise was 
revived—this time, by Sebastién’s father, also named 
George as they all are, who gradually planted fifteen 
hectares of Cabernet Franc, and a little Chenin Blanc, 
immediately behind the house itself. Although Sebastién 
spent much of his younger years in Paris, he and his 
wife D’Arcy moved with their two young children to the 
chateau in 2013, and they have since made wine their 
foremost focus. 

Sébastien named this cuvée in honor of his ancestors, 
nearly all of whom are named Georges, in fact, his 
real first name is Georges too. The friendliest of 
the estate’s three red-wine offerings, Les Georges is 
produced entirely from the free-run juice of Cabernet 
Franc and is vinified and aged in steel tank. Far from
a simple gulper, however, Les Georges is classic Chinon 
in its marriage of vibrant fruit, honest tannins, and 
refreshing earth-mineral interaction. The extraction
is beautifully judged, and the gentle structure and 
perky acidity operate in unison to create an overall
impression of drive and freshness. It’s a real 
lip-smacker, with plenty of spice and fruits that
lean toward the red end of the spectrum.
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Thierry Germain, Saumur Champigny 
“Clos De L'echelier” 2020

 

Producer: Thierry Germain
Name: Clos De L'echelier
Variety: 100% Cabernet Franc
Vintage: 2020
Location: Saumur Champigny, Loire, France
Follow: @domaine_des_roches_nueves

Thierry Germain’s domaine, Roches Neuves, 
is made up of vineyards planted in the Saumur 
(Blanc) and Saumur-Champigny (Rouge) 
appellations and has rightfully become one 
of the greatest examples of high achievement 
in biodynamic vine growing in France. The art 
that appears on the labels of his juice is by 
renowned French wine artist Michel Tolmer and 
embodies the essence of the long shadow he 
casts, both physically and intellectually in 
the wine world. His vines, old, wise, and 
vibrantly healthy thanks to biodynamic 
viticulture, cast an imposing shadow 
themselves. They meet in a symbolic embrace 
of perfect connection, each feeding off the 
other’s energy. 

Thierry relocated to the Loire from Bordeaux 
in the early 1990s, and his dedication to site 
specific wines produced from Cabernet Franc and 
Chenin Blanc has produced some of the most 
exciting wines in the Loire Valley today. He 
learned spirituality in the vineyard from his 
father and decided to change to biodynamic 
farming with purity and finesse and drinkabili-
ty, while completely avoiding rusticity and 
the vegetal flavor that Cabernet Franc often 
has. He listens to the vines and creates 
something elevated with soft tannins. It is 
SUPER special that we are able to include this 
wine. He is considered one of the wine greats. 
Serve slightly chilled and savor it. 
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Tenuta Monteti, “TM” Rosé 2021 

Producer: Tenuta Monteti
Name: TM Rosé
Variety: 80% Merlot, 20% Cabernet Franc
Vintage: 2021
Location: Maremma, Tuscany, Italy
Follow: @tenuta_monteti_official

The story of Tenuta Monteti began in 1998 when, 
after years of searching, Gemma and Paolo Baratta 
finally found a corner of Tuscany in southern 
Maremma where they could rekindle a passion from 
their youth. In this small valley, 5 miles from 
the sea and 400 feet above sea level, the fields 
are protected by the Monteti hill, from which the 
estate takes its name. Being able to start from 
scratch, without an old local tradition or the 
frame of a DOC classification, allowed for the 
freedom to plant the varieties that would respond 
to the soil and the climate to achieve their best 
potential.  

They began with the area still unexplored, there 
was nothing, just grazing land and a ruined house. 
But Gemma and Paolo, backed up by Carlo Ferrini, 
consultant oenologist from the start, sensed the 
extraordinary potential of this land to give wines 
capable of combining personality with elegance.

TM Rosé was born in 2014. A small production of a 
fresh and delicate rosé of a pale onion-skin color, 
with a gentle structure that makes it perfect for 
as an “aperitivo”, patio pounding or to accompany 
fish and seafood dishes. It is composed of 80% of 
Merlot and 20% of Cabernet Franc.  The only blend 
you’ll find in this month’s box, I challenge you to 
see if you can pick out the cabernet franc’s 
characteristics.  

Serve chilled.



Producer: Land of Saints
Name: Cabernet Franc
Variety: 100% Cabernet Franc
Vintage: 2020
Location: Santa Barbara County, California
Follow: @landofsaints

Three winemakers united by their love for 
California, making wines that symbolize their 
cultures and give a sense of place. This is a 
collaboration of three friends from across the 
globe, two from Cornwall and one from Auckland, 
in Central Coast California together, taking what 
they love of the areas they’ve been in and the 
love they have for Cali, and blending it into a 
juicy, bright red that is not what you expect 
from California.

“I hail from the county of Cornwall in Southwest 
England which has a rich and ancient history. 
Around 410AD the country entered a period known 
as the ‘age of the saints’ as holy people came 
and lived in this stunningly beautiful county. 
In the following centuries over 70 of them left 
their name as a legacy to the land, as a result, 
Cornwall became affectionately known as the 
‘Land of Saints’. I’ve always loved the name and 
on a more holistic view, I like the idea of a 
land filled with Saints… it would make for quite 
a place! After moving to California, I found a 
new Land of Saints (we counted 33 Sans and 
Santas). Golden, with open skies, and a 
friendship that will last a lifetime.”
– Jason Osborne, Land of Saints Wine Company
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Producer: Russiz Superiore
Name: Cabernet Franc
Variety: 100% Cabernet Franc
Vintage: 2018
Location: Collio Goriziano, Friuli–Venezia 
Giulia, Italy
Follow: @marcofelluga_russizsuperiore

Russiz Superiore makes this wine from 100% 
Cabernet Franc, the second most planted red 
grape variety of Friuli–Venezia Giulia, after 
Merlot. The Collio Goriziano wine area (on the 
border of Slovenia) is a region capable of 
producing complex, well-structured wines that 
are very age worthy.  This is achieved through 
its proximity to the Alps and the sea, which 
accounts for cooling afternoon breezes over the 
vineyards after a sunny, warm day. Fruili is 
one our favorite wine regions– stay tuned for 
the Friuli box, soon to come! This is a classic 
Bordeaux style, more chocolate and red fruit 
notes. A wine you can drink now (think 
Thanksgiving dinner), or age for another year 
or two.  

Roberto Felluga, son of Marco, are a part 
of a wine merchant family from the late 1800s. 
Marco’s grandfather began selling wine in 
Friuli after World War I, and after World War 
II and the loss of Istria to the Soviet Bloc 
under Yugoslavia, Marco founded his winery 
in Gradisca d’Isonzo in 1956 and was ready 
to expand with the purchase of Russiz Superiore 
a decade later. Roberto has now taken over the 
family wine business and continues the practice 
of using only estate-grown fruit—with several 
native and international grape varieties. 
The well-respected Cabernet Franc vines produce 
the jewel of the family portfolio.

-------------------------------------------------------

Russiz Superiore, 
Cabernet Franc Collio 2018

Hermann J. Wiemer Vineyard, 
Cabernet Franc, Finger Lakes 2020

Producer: Hermann J. Wiemer Vineyard
Name: Cabernet Franc
Variety: 100% Cabernet Franc
Vintage: 2020
Location: Finger Lakes, New York
Follow: @HermannJWiemer

The wines of Hermann J. Wiemer are stunning, pure 
Rieslings that speak of Seneca Lake with more than 
a little reference to the German winemaking, cool 
climate, and gravelly soils of the Mosel. The 
grapes are grown in three distinct estate vineyards 
that take advantage of the various microclimates 
and aspects of the western shore of Seneca Lake. 
The original 1976 vineyard, HJW, is where the 
winery resides. The Josef and Magdalena vineyards 
are about 10 miles north and differ greatly in 
slope, soil, and vine age. From the Dry Riesling 
which blends the vineyards together to the single 
vineyard offerings, Hermann J. Wiemer deserves a 
place amongst the great wines of not only America
and the world.

Ideally suited to cool climate growing, Cabernet
Franc is quickly gaining a reputation as a 
principal red wine grape in the Finger Lakes 
where long, brisk autumns allow for slow ripening.
The outcome is a consistently ripe presentation 
with exceptional depth and body. Cabernet Franc 
is often used as a base for a blend, but the 
region is proving that the grape stands well 
on its own as a full-bodied wine.

Producer: Chateau de Petit Thouars
Name: Les Georges
Variety: 100% Cabernet Franc
Vintage: 2020
Location: AOC Chinon, France

The Chateau du Petit Thouars has an extraordinarily
long and rich history beginning in the early 1500s as 
a “low-key hunting lodge,” an amusing notion, given the 
house’s immensity and grandeur. The 370-acre estate is 
run today by Sebastién du Petit Thouars, the twelfth 
generation to dwell here since his ancestor George 
purchased the property in 1636, one of Sebastién’s 
forebears even fled the French Revolution and fought 
in the American Revolution.

Though records and physical evidence exist of wine 
having been made on the property centuries ago, it 
wasn’t until the late 1970s that the enterprise was 
revived—this time, by Sebastién’s father, also named 
George as they all are, who gradually planted fifteen 
hectares of Cabernet Franc, and a little Chenin Blanc, 
immediately behind the house itself. Although Sebastién 
spent much of his younger years in Paris, he and his 
wife D’Arcy moved with their two young children to the 
chateau in 2013, and they have since made wine their 
foremost focus. 

Sébastien named this cuvée in honor of his ancestors, 
nearly all of whom are named Georges, in fact, his 
real first name is Georges too. The friendliest of 
the estate’s three red-wine offerings, Les Georges is 
produced entirely from the free-run juice of Cabernet 
Franc and is vinified and aged in steel tank. Far from
a simple gulper, however, Les Georges is classic Chinon 
in its marriage of vibrant fruit, honest tannins, and 
refreshing earth-mineral interaction. The extraction
is beautifully judged, and the gentle structure and 
perky acidity operate in unison to create an overall
impression of drive and freshness. It’s a real 
lip-smacker, with plenty of spice and fruits that
lean toward the red end of the spectrum.


